
A Galatians Study:

Galatians 1:11—24







Is grace enough?

BIG QUESTION 
IN THE GALATIAN CHURCH:



“I am astonished that you are so quickly 
deserting the one who called you to live 
in the grace of Christ.”   (Galatians 1:6, NIV)



PAUL REMINDS
US THROUGH 
HIS STORY…



1.  Gospel of grace 
     God’s idea    (1:11-12)

Paul reminds us through his story…



“Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to 
understand that the gospel message I 
preach is not based on mere human 
reasoning.  I received my message from 
no human source, and no one taught 
me.  Instead, I received it by direct 
revelation from Jesus Christ.”    
                        (Galatians 1:11-12, NLT)





“Christ will do 
everything for you or 
nothing.  You cannot 
combine merit and 
grace.”   —Tim Keller



2.  Miracle of salvation 
     God’s work    (1:13-20)

Paul reminds us through his story…

 1.  Gospel of grace God’s idea         (1:11-12)



“You have heard of my previous way of 
life in Judaism, how intensely I 
persecuted the church of God and tried 
to destroy it…”   (Galatians 1:13, NIV)



“I was advancing in Judaism beyond 
many Jews of my own age and was 
extremely zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers.”   (Galatians 1:14, NIV)







“But when God, who set me apart form my 
mother’s womb and called me by his 
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me 
so that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, my immediate response was not to 
consult any human being.  I did not go up to 
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles 
before I was,…”   (Galatians 1:15-17, NIV)



“But when God, who set me apart form my 
mother’s womb and called me by his 
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me 
so that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, my immediate response was not to 
consult any human being.  I did not go up to 
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles 
before I was,…”   (Galatians 1:15-17, NIV)



“Then after three years, I went up to 
Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas 
and stayed with him fifteen days; I saw 
none of the other apostles — only James 
the Lord’s brother.  I assure you before 
God that what I am writing you is no lie.”    
                              (Galatians 1:18-20, NIV)



 1.  Gospel of grace God’s idea         (1:11-12)

3.  Credit for changed life 
     God’s alone    (1:21-24)

 2.  Miracle of salvation God’s work    (1:13-20)

Paul reminds us through his story…



“Then I went to Syria and Cilicia.  I was 
personally unknown to the churches of 
Judea that are in Christ.  They only 
heard the report: ‘The man who formerly 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith 
he once tried to destroy.’  And they 
praised God because of me.”    
                      (Galatians 1:21-24, NIV)



Is grace enough 
for me?

 SO ASK?
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