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I am very excited to bring you the November 2020 edition of the Unity Newsletter! We are still doing inperson learning, Pastor Dickerson has us following all the proper Covid protocol, everyone has been
healthy and students are thriving! All of this is, of course, only possible by God's grace and by your
continued faithful financial and volunteer support!!! Thank YOU for being part of this big miracle that God
is doing in East Saint Louis on a daily basis!
I'm excited to share with you the Unity Promo Video! Click below to see what God has done since 2003
and is continuing to do here. And be sure to pass this link along to other people so they can also
understand our history and share the current mission and vision of Unity!

Unity Promo Video

Chapel Speakers
We have had a variety of chapel speakers come speak
in our Wednesday chapel services. It’s nice to see the
students dress up on Wednesdays! Thanks to Pastor
Stratmann, the chaplain at the Community of Breeze
Park in St. Charles, MO, John "Sparky" Hemenway, the
Director at Camp Wartburg, Dr. Krause, the Principal at
Metro East Lutheran High School, and Pastor Scott
Busacker, of Hope Lutheran Church in Highland, IL, for
speaking. Our students always look forward to having
guest speakers coming into our school.

Classroom Activities
Students have been busy! Mrs. Gould’s second
grade class made landform dioramas, and Mrs.
Hardieway’s fifth graders learned how to do
“content writing” by penning instructions on how
to make (and eat) a PBJ sandwich.

Based on their writing efforts, some students ended up hungry! I just LOVE how creative our teachers are
here! Click here to see a video of Mrs. Venable’s first graders learning spelling words while doing jumping
jacks and second graders counting using food! I LOVE THIS!

Click Here for Spelling Video Click Here for Counting Video

Fundraising
Because of Covid, we had to move the Annual Walkathon from October to May, but this month is our
“Annual Fund Drive.” This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and we do hope you participate in it. We
thank you in advance for your support! You should be getting a letter in your home mailbox soon (if you
are on our “home mailing” list). If you are not currently on our “home mailing” but wish to be, just email me
at nstallard@unityesl.org You can also access it here: Click here for Annual Fund Letter

Congregation Visits
Mr. Williams, two students, and I did another congregation visit at Holy
Cross in Renault, IL. Pastor Terry Grebing, his wife Diane, and his
congregation warmly welcomed us and were excited to see the new video
and hear about what God is doing at Unity! Let me know if your church or
Bible class wants a visit from us!

Donors make the Difference…..Many ways to help!!!
Pastor Grebing’s Sunday School class had been saving up money from their mission offering for a few
months and they surprised us with several boxes of outside playground activities: kick balls, jump ropes,
skip ropes, and sidewalk chalk. I was so impressed by what this Sunday school class did, and they were
excited to get online, shop, and then give us these gifts. Also, Ken Kober and his family did a Thrivent
Action Team Grant and bought us balls, ropes, chalk, and Covid supplies! If you are a Thrivent Member,
you too can apply for an Action Team Project and do it with a group of friends or your congregation. Just
sharing with you two easy ways to help us… get your Sunday School students, your Bible class, or a
Thrivent Grant and you too can b less our students!!! (If you wish to buy us more ropes, just e-mail me for
details.) Here is a fun video where you can even see the teachers skipping ropes and jumping ropes! We
showed the students that we STILL have skills… and can do “old school playground fun.”

Click here for Playground Video

Holy Cross Sunday School gifts
delivered to us

Ken and Donna with grandkids

Shopping for toys

THREE CHEERS FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Thanks to these men from Zion in Belleville for building a bookshelf for Mr. Williams' 8th grade class. If
you are handy, we always have more projects like this to be done. Please just give me a call.

The library ladies are working hard by bringing carts of books TO EACH classroom due to Covid. They
are still in desperate need of volunteers to re-enter all 15,000 books, as our library system got hacked this
summer. A gracious donor bought us the new Destiny Library System, but we need volunteers to do data

entry. Come join the FUN! Training is easy, and then you can come when it is convenient for you. You
can volunteer 1-2 hours a week or a month. You get a sanitized laptop to work on, and we have plenty of
room to be safely socially distanced. Just email me and we’ll get you on the team!

New Sign
We are also very grateful to Paul Miller for using
another Thrivent Action Team Grant to purchase
and install a new sign for our school!! Go Eagles!!!

Staff Spotlight
This month our staff spotlight falls on Mr. Nick Wiesbrock, our amazing 6th
grade teacher. He is a retired Navy Chief Petty Officer, and so he expects his
students to work hard and be respectful. But he also makes his classroom a
LOT of fun! He graduated from Chapman University in 1992 and has taught
middle school for 23 years. He joined us at Unity in August of 2018. He says
that the Lord has allowed him to stay in Christian Education for most of his
teaching career and that it is a real privilege and an honor to serve our Lord
and Savior at Unity. What I just love the most about Mr. W (as they call him) is
all the energy he brings to the classroom and how he really makes students
think “outside the box.” He says he has always enjoyed teaching the Bible;
however, the students are the real joy of teaching for him. One of his favorite Bible passages is
Lamentations 3:21-23 because it reminds him how he should treat the students that God has placed in
his care. “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s great love we are not
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” I have
heard him share these verses with his students…and remind them that no matter what happened
yesterday, God IS compassionate to them and every day IS a new day to try to work harder, do better, be
kinder and share God’s love with their families and other students. Mr. W says, “This school brings hope
to students to excel and achieve to their potential. Supporters allow students who may not be able to
afford a Christian education to attend a quality school and reach that potential. So thank you, donors!”
Click here for: Video Interview with Mr. Wiesbrock

Giving Tuesday is December 1!
 nnual October Walkathon moved to May 2021!
A




We're Now on Instagram!
For regular updates on activities at school.
Just click the links above for Instagram or Facebook.

Visit our Website

