
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING OF  

THE PROPOSED PRIVATE SALE OF 16 LOVER’S LANE, NEW LEBANON, NY 

(TAX MAP NO. 19.2-1-17) TO THE CORKSCREW RAIL TRAIL  

HELD ON MAY 17, 2018 

Present: 

Recording Secretary: 

Others Present: 

Colleen Teal, Supervisor 

Norman Rasmussen, Councilmember 

Jesse Newton, Councilmember 

Kevin Smith Sr., Councilmember  

Mark Baumli, Councilmember 

Tistrya Houghtling, Town Clerk 

Cynthia Creech, Court Clerk & CAC Member 

Jeff Winestock, Highway Superintendent 

Jeannine Tonetti, ZBA Member & Ethics Board Member 

Bruce Shenker, NL Rep to CC Enviro Mgt Council 

Peg Munves, CAC & ZRC Member 

Joe Ogilvie, Recreation Commission Member & President 

of the Corkscrew Rail Trail 

Craig Westcott, CAC Member 

Greg Hanna, Planning Board & ZRC Member 

Ed Godfroy, LVPA Member 

Doug Banker, Deputy Supervisor 

Judy Zimmer, NL Rep to CC Office for the Aging 

Thaddeus Flint, Reporter for The Eastwick Press 

Several members of the public 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Supervisor Teal called the public hearing to order at 6:30 p.m. 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION AND POSTING: 

Town Clerk Houghtling read aloud the public notice as follows: 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

OF THE TOWN BOARD 

TOWN OF NEW LEBANON 

COUNTY OF COLUMBIA 

PROPOSED PRIVATE SALE OF 16 LOVER’S LANE, NEW LEBANON, NY 

(TAX MAP NO. 19.2-1-17) TO THE CORKSCREW RAIL TRAIL  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the New Lebanon Town Board has scheduled a public 

hearing to receive input on the proposed private sale by Columbia County of the property 

located at 16 Lover’s Lane, New Lebanon, New York (Tax Map No. 19.2-1-17) to the 

Corkscrew Rail Trail rather than putting said property up for sale through the tax foreclosure 

bidding process.  

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the public hearing upon said proposed private 

sale will be held on the 17th day of May 2018, at 6:30 p.m. at the New Lebanon Firehouse, 

DRAFT
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523 Route 20, New Lebanon, NY and that an opportunity to be heard will be given to those 

favoring or opposing the private sale of said property.  

 

OPENING STATEMENT: 

Supervisor Teal read the following statement aloud: 

For the opening statement, I will give a summary of the issue:  

 

The property known as 16 Lover’s Lane is in arrears in property taxes; the County had 

placed it on the auction block as a tax foreclosure with a minimum bid of $500. They 

received a written request from the Corkscrew Rail Trail to take it off the auction block 

and sell it to them for the minimum bid price of $500.  The County Government 

Committee had inspected the property and had concerns about the condition of the 

property, the value of the property for any other use, and they noted the known 

economic value of rail trails. They voted unanimously to take the property out of the 

foreclosure auction and to sell the property to the Corkscrew Rail Trail.  

 

Concerns were voiced about this action and the County offered the Town the 

opportunity to gather community input. That is a somewhat simplified version of events 

but that is why we are here tonight.     

 

The County is the only governmental entity with legal rights on this property. After this 

hearing, the Town Board will decide at the June 12th Town Board meeting what their 

recommendation to the County Board of Supervisors will be. (BOS July 11th) 

 

Before we begin taking public comments, I want to go over the protocol for tonight’s 

hearing: 

 

1. I want to make it very clear that I expect courteous and professional behavior from 

everyone. Everyone that wishes to address the board will be given an opportunity to 

speak.  

 

2. When it is your turn to speak, please address your comments to the Town Board – 

please clearly state your name and whether you are in support of, opposed to, or 

undecided on the private sale of the property located at 16 Lover’s Lane to the 

Corkscrew Rail Trail.  All comments shall be restricted to the specific subject of the 

Public Hearing as advertised; 

 

3. While someone is speaking, please do not be disrespectful or rude – if you are, you will 

be asked to stop; if you continue, you will be asked to leave.  
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4. We will begin with those who have signed up to speak; after we have gone through the 

sign-in list, I will ask if anyone else wishes to address the board. 

 

5. Speakers will be limited to 3 minutes.  

 

6. Everyone will be allowed to speak once. After everyone has had the opportunity to 

speak, you may be allowed to speak a second time only if you have something to add 

that you did not express in your first statement or you have changed your opinion. If 

second opportunities to speak are allowed, they will be limited to 2 minutes.   

 

7. Please note, your attendance tonight cannot stand for your support or opposition; if you 

have not spoken but a document has been submitted with your signature on it, your 

opinion is part of the record and will be counted; but if you have not spoken nor 

submitted anything – either previously or tonight - and you want to be on the record -  

you do not need to make a long statement or even give a reason, but you must at least 

provide your name and either say “for” or “against” for your opinion to be counted.  

 

Supervisor Teal submitted two packets to the Town Clerk for inclusion in the Public 

Hearing record, one a 27 page document of letters and petitions and one a 6 page 

document of letters and petitions.  See attachment A. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

The following persons spoke in favor of Columbia County selling the property at 16 

Lover’s Lane (Tax Map No. 19.2-1-17) via a private sale to The Corkscrew Rail Trail:  
 

Joe Ogilvie (2 documents submitted, 2 pages each – see attachment B) 

 Kathy Duhon 

Terrianne Koepp – stated she is also speaking in support for her husband John Koepp 

(1 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

Irene Hanna 

 Monte Wasch 

 Peg Munves (2 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

Anna Duhon 

John Dax 

Bruce Shenker (2 documents submitted, 2 pages each – see attachment B) 

Erminia Rasmussen 

Fiona Lally (1 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

Helen Burton 

 Tod Houghtlin 

 Steven Axelrod 
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Tricia Rosen – stated she is also speaking in support for her husband Jeff Rosen who 

could not attend 

Adelia Moore 

Tom Gerety (2 page document submitted via email after PH – requested to be entered 

into record – see attachment B) 

Jeannine Tonetti 

Millicent Smith (1 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

Paul Rix 

Josephine Ogilvie 

Jagat Pandey 

Joanie Seakwood 

Cynthia Creech 

Linda Hursa (1 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

Debby Gordon (1 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

Phoebe Young 

Pat Liddle 

Martin Helmer 

Brenda Adams 

Marcia Mayper 

Ginger Delano 

Christine Vanderlan of the CLC 

Judy Zimmer 

Dorothy Dooren 

Craig Westcott (2 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

John Adams 

Barbara Chasen 

Eileen Raab 

Vivian Steinberg 

Meg Galeucia 

Katherine Levitan 

Joyce Baum 

Silka Fuchshofen 

Stewart Raab 

Mark Wohlcroft 

Evan Thaller-Null 

Paul St. Germain 

Gregg Hanna 

Matthew Pelligrino 

Mark Jonathan Kosgolove 

Diane Sheldon 

Doug Banker 

Chelsea Vigue 

Adriana Szyda and 
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Shawna Fitzsimmons. 

 

The following persons spoke in opposition to Columbia County selling the property at 16 

Lover’s Lane (Tax Map No. 19.2-1-17) via a private sale to The Corkscrew Rail Trail: 

  

JJ Johnson-Smith (3 page document submitted – see attachment B) 

 John Archambeult and 

 Ruth Mary Lasher. 

 

The following people spoke but were undecided about which option they support: 

  

Ed Godfroy 

 Leonard Brown and 

 Joan Phelps. 

 

PETITIONS SUBMITTED:   

3 Pages of signed petitions were submitted to the Town Clerk by members of the public 

that did not speak during the Public Hearing.  See attachment C.  Please note, if 

petitions, letters or documentations were submitted by someone who spoke during 

public comment, there will be a note next to the speaker who submitted them and they 

will be in attachment B. 

 

All persons desiring to be heard, having been heard, a motion was made by 

Councilmember Newton, seconded by Councilmember Rasmussen, and approved 

unanimously to close the public hearing at 8:25 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Tistrya Houghtling 

New Lebanon Town Clerk 
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