12.10.2012 Meeting

Samson Environmental Center, Darrow School

Attendees: Larry Benson (Chair), Craig Westcott (Secretary), David Farren, Mike Blatt
Guests: Bruce Shenker (New Lebanon Representative to Columbia County Environmental Management Council)
Call to order 6:40pm

David reported that he had integrated all of the suggested edits to the OSI made by Karen Ross since the previous meeting. 

Further consideration was given to the suggestions made by the guests at the previous meetings. The CAC consulted the Comprehensive Plan (Section 6-Action Item Summary and Checklist) and used it to make one edit to the OSI. The CAC members agreed that each would use the Comprehensive Plan suggestions and apply them to the original sections that each drafted to create the OSI draft. 

The next step will be to develop a prioritizing system for open space parcels, the results of which will be integrated into the OSI. The Columbia County Farmland Protection Plan contains a rating system called “LISA,” and the Columbia Land Conservancy uses a rating system to evaluate parcels for conservation. Larry Benson will consult CLC to see if they would share their system with the CAC, and will bring the LISA system to the attention of the CAC.

Larry will attend the next meeting of the Planning Board to introduce the CAC and our activities, and frame the intention that the CAC become a resource for the Planning Board.

Craig will deliberately define what is meant by “open space,” and re-consider the DEC Habitat Survey and integrate more of it into the OSI. 
Bruce offered to create 8.5 X 11 maps from the 2010 GIS to support the Table of Figures in the OSI.

Craig will produce a draft of the CAC Annual Report and forward to the rest of the CAC for review before publishing to the Town by December 31, 2012.

Craig moved that no hard copies of draft iterations be printed for subsequent meetings and instead that the CAC make edits electronically in real time. David seconds. All in favor.
Members of the CAC will attend the Town Board Meeting on December 11, 2012 to present a progress update of the activities of the CAC. The update will include mention of the work done to produce an OSI and the remaining work to finalize this resource:
-integrate Comprehensive Plan 
-integrate Habitat Survey
-integrate prioritization system of Open Space Resources

-integrate maps to support table of figures

-publish OSI 

-initiate public comment period to canvas opinion of Town residents

-publish a final OSI and submit to the Town Board in 2013

The next meeting of the New Lebanon CAC will occur on Monday January 14, 2013, from 630-800pm, at Darrow School in the Samson Environmental Center Building.
