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I 
n recent years, more municipalities are band-

ing together on different elements of solid 

waste disposal and recycling programs, some 

to maintain services when times are tough and 

others to expand programs and services in a cost-

effective way.  The cost of providing solid waste 

disposal and recycling services on the local level 

is one of the largest municipal budget items, after 

the school district budget.  Costs come from 

curbside collection, disposal of trash, and, more 

recently, cost of processing our recyclables. (After 

cans and bottles leave the curb or a transfer sta-

tion, they go to a Materials Recovery Facility 

(MRF) to be sorted, baled, and sold to market).  

There are 9 MRFs in the state, 8 of which are pri-

vate operations, and their business model is to sort 

and sell material, not dispose of it. Costs are rising 

and are very much on the radar screen for city and 

town officials. 

 

Julia Greene is dedicated to helping towns and 

cities to solve these waste problems.  She is the 

Municipal Assistance Coordinator for Northeast 

District 3 in the MassDEP (roughly local to us).  

She provides technical assistance to 36 cities and 

towns on waste reduction and recycling.  Previ-

ously, she worked as the Recycling Coordinator 

for the city of Lynn where she piloted programs to 

decrease contamination; she also worked for 

Mayor Henrietta Davis of Cambridge where she 

was responsible for the Mayor’s sustainability 

agenda.  She led the process to create the Cam-

bridge Compact for a Sustainable Future, a collab-
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November Meeting Minutes 
Ship’s Bell Rang at 10:00 AM  

Reporter: Dan Miller   

C 
hris Hammer called the meeting to or-

der, asked for cells to be muted, and re-

quested a moment of silence for the up-

coming Veteran’s Day and Armistice Day obser-

vances on Nov. 11. 

 

Chris led members in the Pledge of Allegiance, 

followed by the singing of The Star-Spangled 

Banner with accompaniment by Ken Watson. 

 

New Members: 

Nick Veeder introduced Dan Verrico and Trey 

Burns. 

Visitors: 

 

Paul Sturgis called out the visitor hosts, who 

introduced the following guests - 

Whit Bond - worked in commercial Real Estate 

development during his career.  Graduated from 

Colby College.  Host was Jack Whiting. 
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oration among the City of Cambridge, Harvard University, MIT, 

and the business community.  (Previously, she worked for six 

years on national health care reform for the Service Employees 

International Union, culminating in the passage of the Affordable 

Care Act.).  Julia can be reached at jgreene@bedfordma.gov and 

at (781) 918-4271. 

     

These are unprecedented times for recycling because of global 

market disruption.  For years, U.S. recyclers have been highly 

dependent on Chinese markets for recycling mixed paper and 

mixed plastics.  There were warning signs in 2013 when China 

initiated “Operation Green Fence” to keep contamination below 

10%.  China’s National Sword Policy, effective on January 1, 

2018, set a high standard.  Strict inspection protocols were to 

assure no more than 1/2 percent contamination.  But Material 

Recovery Facilities (MRFs) are designed to meet 2-5% contami-

nation at best.  Consequently, the amount of material going to 

China has diminished substantially, resulting in an oversupply of 

mixed paper and mixed plastics.  There are alternative export 

markets, but it’s a buyer’s market and freight costs are higher.  

Recently the value of a ton of recyclables dropped 50-75% in 12 

months. Mixed paper sold for $90/ton in 2017, but only $4/ton in 

2019.  MRF sorting costs increase as more workers are required 

to sort and technological retrofits are installed to meet the new 

specifications. 

 

For solid waste, we have 7 waste-to-energy facilities in the State.  

All are operating at capacity, and there is a moratorium on new 

waste-to-energy capacity.  Three municipal solid waste (MSW) 

landfills, representing 40-45% of in-state MSW landfill capacity, 

have closed since 2018.  The remaining 7 active MSW landfills 

are operating at or near capacity.  There is an undersupply of 

places for our trash to go.  More trash is being exported by rail to 

states, such as Ohio, at significant cost increase to municipalities.  

There is an urgent need to reduce our trash generation! 

 

Domestic markets for recycled materials are increasing.  Chinese 

and U.S. companies are investing in U.S. paper mills.  There are 

strong domestic markets for plastic containers and metal, and 

there has been local and regional investment in alternative glass 

end-markets.  Low values of recyclable material, at present, re-

sults in higher cost of recycling services in the short term, but in 

the future the marketplace will become more sustainable, with 

cleaner materials going to domestic end markets. 

 

 

 

 Chart is based on data from 2016 Waste Characterization 

Studies conducted at six waste combustors in MA. Weighted 

average fall and spring 2016.  More than half of solid waste 

disposed could be recycled or composted. 

(C&D=construction & demolition, HHW=household hazard-

ous waste) 

 

Proposed goals of the Massachusetts 2020-2030 Solid Waste 

Master Plan aim to reduce trash disposal by 1.7 million tons (30 

%) from 5.7 to 4.0 million tons by 2030.  Priorities include reuse 

and donation of food material, cardboard, textiles, bulky materi-

als such as mattresses, and items that are difficult to recycle such 

as single use packaging.  A proposed Right-to-Repair Law will 

enable the repair of specialty items that would otherwise be in 

trash.  DEP grants have supported regional facilities to receive 

mattresses, paint, and glass. 

 

Groups of towns have formed Solid Waste (SW) Districts to in-

crease efficiency of services and reduce duplication of effort 

among the towns.  These districts provide opportunities to ex-

pand services and reach economies of scale that might otherwise 

be unavailable.  
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Paul Tanzi - worked at Raytheon for 40 years.  Has two sons.  

Chris Hammer was host. 

Lou Titus - lives in Wellesley.  Worked as an engineer, account-

ant, financial planner and financial advisor during his career.  Al 

Persson was host. 

Rick Blatz - has lived in Sudbury for 20 years and has two 

daughters.  Tom Travers hosted. 

 

Travelers: 

 

Paul Murphy introduced the month's travelers - 

 

Larry Vifquain - Traveled to Kentucky to celebrate his son's 

birthday.  Larry did the Bourbon Trail in the Lexington area.  

(Ed. note:  Are there KY State Police looking for drunk drivers 

in that area?).  Larry highly recommended Kentucky and the 

Bourbon Trail experience! 

Jim Latimer - Traveled to France to visit relatives and friends.  

The trip was to Brittany, a somewhat less-famous area in West-

ern France. 

Bob Cooke - Traveled to Africa and brought back photographs 

of gorillas and baboons.  Bob’s usual high-quality photos were at 

the meeting. He also visited Crater Lake in Oregon. 

Jim Metcalf - Visited Disney World on an extended family trip. 

Family members ranged in age from 3  to 96! 

 

Chris Hammer thanked the following members who helped 

with the arrangements for the meeting: 

 

Coffee - Paul Sturgis 

 

Donuts from Stop n Shop - Paul Kudirka 

 

Badges - John Niggl 

 

Facilities - Jim Latimer, Fred Jungalwala 

 

Reporting on the minutes - Dan Miller 

 

Reporting on the speaker - Jim Metcalfe 

 

Minutes—Continued 

Emeritus Members 

Morton Brond 
Wayne Clemens* 

Barry David 

Karl Geiger 

John Kiladis,  

Frank Lyons* 
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While these services can be expensive, the bottom line is that it is 

of utmost importance to our health and environment to manage 

them properly.  A 2009 report, Opportunities to Reduce Green-

house Gas Emissions through Materials and Land Management 

Practices by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

tells the story.  Simply put, the production, consumption, and 

disposal of food, consumer products, and durable goods produces 

over 40% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  On an almost 

daily basis we are barraged with stories in the media about the 

newest climate-related crisis or event, whether it is hurricanes, 

floods, fires, or drought, sometimes with dire consequences for 

people and wildlife.  Working with communities to reduce waste 

(first and foremost), recycle and compost effectively, and close 

the loop through sustainable purchasing is a crucial part of the 

solution to curbing greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

 

 

Every municipality in Mass. is part of some District served by a 

MassDEP Municipal Assistance Coordinator (MAC).  The 8 

MACs function as regional coordinators, providing services to 

multiple municipalities to enable them to network, learn from 

neighbors, and identify opportunities for regional initiatives.  It is 

a powerful 20-year-old model, which has been replicated by the 

Dept. of Energy Resources (DOER) with the Green Community 

coordinators.  They provide resources and hands-on assistance 

for cities and towns on all programs and services designed to 

reduce waste, while building strong, sustainable programs.  They 

share Best Practices and reward those practicing these BPs 

through grants.  

 

 In summary, the value of recyclables is expected to increase as 

quality improves and domestic capacity expands.  Recycling 

saves resources, conserves energy, reduces dependence on land-

fills and incinerators, reduces greenhouse gas emissions, and cre-

ates jobs.  MassDEP Municipal Assistance Coordinators can be 

reached at https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-municipal-

assistance-coordinators.  At the end of the talk, Ms Greene de-

scribed the DEP Recycle Smart Program (https://

recyclesmartma.org), which has guidance as to what is and is not 

recyclable.  She noted that items should be clean and “when in 

doubt, throw it out.”   

Advice from the internet 

Speaker Continued— 

Is there a “Be My Guest Card” in your wallet?  

Have you invited someone as your guest to our December Meeting? 



Bulletin - Bob Diefenbacher, Koby Kobayashi, Stan Wulf, 

John McKinney 
 

Sound Equipment - Ron Riggert, with mobile microphone assis-

tance from Paul Sturgis 

 

Slide Show - Don Sherman 

 

Website - Ken Mattes, Richard B. Smith, Bill Thompson, Bob 

Diefenbacher, Al Persson 
 

Photographer - Art Phipps 

 

Members Help Line - Al Persson 

 

Announcements: 

 

Chris Hammer announced the winners of the Wayne Clemens 

Founders Award to three members: 

Joe Kerr: Chair of the Mailing Committee. The Mailing Com-

mittee is responsible for mailing printed materials to the mem-

bers, including meeting notice cards, Cigar Box Bulletins, mem-

bership renewal notices and other materials requiring mailing 

services. Joe has taken on this responsibility and has performed it 

admirably for the past four years. 

Bob Cooke: Photographer.  Over the past many years Bob Cooke 

has shared, with RMA members at the monthly meetings, photo-

graphs he has taken from trips around the world. Bob shares his 

passion and positivity of nature through his unique photographs. 

Gerry Brody: Chair of the Vital Statistics Committee.  At each 

monthly meeting, this Committee presents the names, birthdays 

and anniversaries celebrated by members during the month. Gerry 

has been Chair of this committee for many years.  He has brought 

a special sense of cheerfulness and creativity to what could be a 

rather mundane presentation. 

 

Last month, Bob Diefenbacher spoke about the “Invite New 

Members” campaign.  Members are encouraged to invite friends 

and associates.  “Be My Guest” invitation cards were passed out 

with the name badges at this meeting. 

 

Thanks to Bob Malnati for organizing an outstanding Annual 

Dinner Dance! 

 

Thanks to Richard B. Smith for putting together the slide presen-

tation that was shown during the initial social time.  Thanks also 

to the many others who helped with all the work for this great 

event!  

Reminder: the December meeting will be Friday December 

13.  The Speaker will be Marcia Bartusiak, talking on: The First 

Photo of a Black Hole. 

 

RMA received a Thank You letter from Mr. Barnes' wife, thank-

ing us for a donation in his honor. 

 

Discussion Group: Al Persson and Howard Kendall organize 

this group each month. The next meeting is set for December 5th, 

at noon, at Conrad’s Restaurant, 120 Boston Post Road (Rt. 20) 

which is about one mile east of Lansdowne Street. (The Baptist 

Church is on Lansdowne Street.)  The topic in December will be 

“Open Forum/Bring Your Topic”.  This was used at the last meet-

ing and proved to be popular that it is being tried again. Howard 

asked for someone to take over as leader/organizer for this group.  

Howard is going to be relocating out of the area and needs some-

one to take this on. 

 

“Doc” Harrell announced a return trip to the Heritage Museum 

in Hudson. A date for early December is being considered.  

Watch for notice of the date as soon as it is set. 

 

Vital Statistics: 
Jim Latimer reported on Birthdays for the month. They ranged 

from 74 years to 100 years.   

David Fye has the distinction of being the oldest RMA member 

at 100 years! 

Gerry Brody reported on Anniversaries, ranging from 43 years to 

60 years of marriage.  The longest number of years this month is 

celebrated by Margaret and Bill Ely. 

 

Health of members: 
 Bill Ely reported the good news that for the first time for him, 

NO one is reporting health problems among RMA members! 

 

Humor: 

 Bill Beebee filled in admirably for Harold Wilkinson this month. 

A joke about Chemistry and another about Math were simple 

enough and funny enough for all to understand and appreciate.  

(The Chem joke asked "what compound is inside a fire plug, and 

what is outside?"  The answer was "inside is H2O while outside is 

K9P".) 

 

Musical Vignette:  

Bill Ladoulis and Ken Watson played and led the singing of the 

music of four branches of the military, in honor of the upcoming 

Veteran’s and Armistice Day celebrations. The songs for the Ar-

my, Navy, Air Force and Marines were proudly sung by all the 

members in attendance. 

 

ROMEO Lunch:   

Bob Malnati asked for help in organizing the lunches in Feb., 

March and April while he is Snowbirding in FL.  He has most of 

the work done, but he would like someone to help in his absence.  

This month’s lunch was at Lotus Blossom Restaurant at 394 Bos-

ton Post Road in Sudbury. 

 

Today’s Speaker: 

 

Julia Greene was introduced by Paul Motyka. 
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Minutes—Continued 
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Let’s Get Acquainted—Ulrich Becker 
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Growing up in Alien Germany  

Alien because: there were lots of Parades, Military, March music, done 

with Prussian discipline. Nazi-Party Talk: NSDAP, SA, SS  (Schutz 

Staffel = protection group). Sounded innocent , but wait…  

Trouble 1: The “sound Volk opinion” replaced the judicial system. 2. 

Rations were imposed: workers 2400, women 1800, children 1000cal/

day.3. Sugar got scarce , it was needed for explosives. Radio by Volks-

receiver only transmitting the Fuehrer. A crime to listen to the BBC! Ein 

Volk, ein Reich! (One nation, one empire).–one Pot was food for civil 

duty. People mocked: Ein-topf. --Note, if you do not volunteer -- Para-

sites do not eat!  

My parents were opposed and suffered dearly. They were degraded with 

methods rarely known in US. I was a child then. How could a scientifi-

cally leading nation turn to such atrocities against Jews? My best friends 

at MIT are Jewish, I owe them much.  

My path began in Dortmund 1938, an industrial town heavily bombed 

in 1943,-5. 1943 I escaped to Giessen, Hessen and ended up in a rural 

village until the war’s end. In 1938 the local Nazi brought gifts and a 

recording book, which my parents filled out in good faith with an exact 

table of ancestors. Later they used it to determine “racial purity”, as to 

breed a “Nordic Race” -like horses. Relatives are people one has to live 

with…My fathers two sisters married dangerous Nazis, we were afraid 

of. Mother’s two brothers were opposed, sent to Russia. They barely 

survived. Thank God -war prevented murder in family reunion! They 

were nice, taciturn, never laughed. Due to their gruesome memories 

(PTSD) both committed suicide.  

Intermission.  Why my father never got his VW beetle. 

He was obliged to set aside monthly payments for a VW beetle and --

never got it.. Hitler eliminated unemployment 1934 by building 

“Autobahns”, used by Eisenhauer (Iron smith) for US Highways. The 

surprising car specs given to F. Porsche surfaced later. With minor 

changes they were fit for jeeps under harsh conditions in UDSSR and 

Africa. So, the Nazi’s got a lot of jeeps privately paid for!! 

My story ctd:  1220 Dortmund was a Hanseatic city like London. In 

1938 it was a steel- coal town of 600 000, with skilled workers for huge 

war production. Naturally it was a primary aim for the Allies. My active 

memories start Sept.1942. My 3y older brother Peter and I got toys from 

the Hitler youth and the local Nazi Block ward. Then sirens sounded and 

airplanes roared. We fled into a stuffy basement. The flak (air defense) 

of the steel mills was strong. Airplanes whined down, fume obscured all 

visibility. We got bombed, too, because planes with loads could not 

make it back to England. By God’s grace we survived the first pointed 

attack. Father was rightly labeled as “politically unsecure” in his pass-

port. Therefore he could not leave, so he put mother and his two boys on 

a train to Giessen, Hessen, where my grandmother had shelter, unfortu-

nately close to important railways. That lasted 8 weeks only. A thunder-

storm saved us, making the planes miss. We knew: Tomorrow they will 

not miss, and took a train north to Marburg. We saw that our relative’s 

house there was hit, too. 4 stops further we left and walked the 5mi to 

Rauschenberg, unimportant, devoid of men, except 2 Nazi Mocky 

Mocks. They asked the kids to come to school, giving us 1/2h propagan-

da talk ending in “Heil Hitler”. Coming home mother was gone. After 

~36h she came back -distraught. My brother and I had lifted the wrong 

arm. So she was unfit to educate us. Nazi’s were terribly fast! 

Father luckily survived more attacks on Dortmund. British Lancasters 

delivered larger blockbusters than US B17’s could. The 3rd raid reached 

22.3 kton TNT, equal to Hiroshima. The town was flat, the steel mills 

reduced, but still operating. The decisive blow came from a few US 

planes hitting the factories producing airplane fuel from coal. 1945 the 

war was lost in Russia (40 Divisions) the West had only ~8 . Bonhoeffer 

and Jews were murdered. In Rauschenberg a German tank fled through, 

a bomb fell near our house, an airplane ditched into a pond, then dead 

silence. Nazis still wanted to send my wife’s father to camp for 

“defeatisms”. At night cries and single shots from marauding Belgian 

troops plundering. Few days later: 

Thank God: The Americans are coming!  The last Nazi rounded up 11 

boys 12-14y old to receive the Sherman tanks with bazookas! 2 German 

soldiers disarmed them. With my friend Karl I inspected 3 tanks smol-

dering. Crawling into we pushed all knobs.  BUMM! A shot. 50y later I 

heard, where the grenade landed.  

A 6’6 black soldier entered our house. Coming out he was dressed up in 

the Gala Uniform of one of my ancestors. Starting on a bike the sable got 

in the front wheel. We ducked…..A constantly weeping girl gave us 1 

day of school and vanished. We later heard why. All teachers had to be 

Nazi party members and were in camps. Brother Peter had a “teacher 

liberated from an Institute” (mental). Pistol on the desk he declared: The 

next guy, who talks I will shoot”. Instinctively they obeyed. One of the 

few survivors of the Monte Cassino battle (SS) collected all village boys, 

telling : “We were dead wrong. Without Christ we/you will be righty 

damned”. In a forest we got into a YMCA camp enjoying milk powder 

left behind by the US army.  

I did not know my father in 1946. Hunger was bad. School started in 3rd 

grade only. In a test I got 200 and had to attend Gymnasium in Marburg. 

1950 we returned to Dortmund under a tin roof. 1969 I studied physics 

in Marburg w/o money. Peter learned from Heisenberg , but perished in 

mountain accident. My further study in Hamburg DESY(Deutsches 

Electron Sychrotron) yielded a PHD with a US (MIT) group. The 1974 

Experiment at BNL (Brookhaven National Lab.) earned a Nobel for SCC 

Ting 1976. Gluon discovery happened in Hamburg in 1980. Later I co-

lead a NASA to MIR experiment, leading to AMS02 on ISS operating 

2011- now.  

I am lucky/happy having lived~70y in peace. 

 I got out of it – alive. WHY? What have I/we learned?  

 

The revenge feeling blinded most to see the Nazi leaders  as criminals, 

starting softly with ever increasing cruelty. Beware; they were masters in 

organization and deceit.   

Avoid mass-hysteria, it stops thinking. The louder argument is not the 

better one. 

 

We live in Lexington starting 1980 with my wife Gerda and son Pe-

ter.Daughter Katharina moved recently from Davis, California to 

Rauschenberg, Germany. She is a violinist and teacher. Son Robert lives 

in St. Gallen, Switzerland, a mechanical engineer who worked for 

NASA, now at ETH, Zurich.   Having been interrogated by the KGB and 

FBI I am an American citizen. After teaching 45 years at MIT, I am 

Prof. emeritus, Invited by Nick Veeder to RMA. 



Anniversaries in November 
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Member Spouse Anniv. Yrs. 

Average Years Married—54 

James Bright Cris 11/15/1975 44 

Donald Sherman Barbara 11/11/1968 51 

Eugene Piazza Nina 11/17/1963 56 

Milton A. Jones Muriel 11/19/1960 59 

William Ely Margaret 11/14/1959 60 
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Birthdays in November 

 Member  Birthday  Age 

Average Age— 85 

Albert Cefalo 11/05/1945 74 

Terrance Keeney 11/27/1943 76 

Samuel Grace 11/29/1942 77 

Edward Grenham 11/30/1938 81 

William Thompson 11/06/1937 82 

William Ely 11/06/1935 84 

John McKinney 11/15/1934 85 

Ken Taylor 11/06/1934 85 

William T. Ladoulis 11/23/1929 90 

Boris Levy 11/24/1927 92 

Edwin M. Bikofsky 11/07/1925 94 

David Fye 11/27/1919 100 
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The Many Benefits Of Switching To An Electric Vehicle  

Changing your car from gasoline or diesel to an electric 

vehicle can provide you with many benefits, apart from the 

knowledge that you are helping to save the planet. Sooner 

or later you are going to have to switch to an electric vehi-

cle anyway because many motor manufacturers are now 

changing over the way their cars are powered, and it will 

come to a point where you won’t be able to buy gasoline or 

diesel in any event. 

 

Not only do gas and 

diesel vehicles create 

emissions, they also 

have to be transport-

ed many miles across 

country by very large 

trucks which them-

selves create even 

more emissions. By 

contrast, when you 

use an electric vehi-

cle you can just plug 

it into the nearest power supply. 

 

Even if the electricity that you use to power an OLEV En-

ergy Saving Trust electric vehicle comes from the dirtiest 

coal-fired power station, it will still produce less global 

warming than a gas or diesel car. Furthermore, a study in 

the US over a period of two years covered the full life cy-

cle of an electric vehicle which looked at manufacturing, 

operation, and end of life disposal. It found that an electric 

vehicle produces half the emissions of a comparative gas 

car, even after taking account of the emissions caused by 

the manufacture of the battery  

 

Not only that, more and more homes are installing solar 

power panels and obtaining their electricity free of charge. 

When powered exclusively by solar power or wind power, 

it means that an electric vehicle can operate almost entirely 

free of emissions. 

 

Furthermore, battery 

electric vehicles 

have mechanics 

which are a lot sim-

pler than gas or die-

sel engine cars. This 

means that they are a 

lot cheaper to main-

tain. For example, 

you don’t have to 

change the oil every 

5,000 or 10,000 

miles, you don’t have to change spark plugs because there 

aren’t any, you don’t need to replace the timing belt, and so 

on. In fact, their engines don’t need any maintenance. 

 

Even if you are paying for your electricity, it will cost you 

a lot less per mile than paying for gas or diesel. It is also 

convenient because you can plug in on your home charging 

unit overnight and wake up in the morning with a full 

"tank". 

How to observe Thanksgiving  
Count your blessings instead of your crosses; 

Count your gains instead of your losses. 
Count your joys instead of your woes; 

Count your friends instead of your foes. 
Count your smiles instead of your tears; 

Count your courage instead of your fears. 
Count your full years instead of your lean; 

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 
Count your health instead of your wealth; 

Count on God instead of yourself. 
~~Author Unknown.~~ 
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RMA Bulletin Board —Annual Dinner 

 

Photos: John McKinney 
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The Book 

I was showing out of town visitors the yard at Harvard. We entered the quadrangle and spotted the 

bronze statue of John Harvard with the shiny shoe. Undergraduates are reported to rub the left shoe 

for luck on exams. I am told, with grade inflation, the shoe is not as shiny today as it has been in 

the past. 

The grass was green and spring was in the air. Unfortunately so was rain. 

 

A picture was taken and we left to look for a place to duck in out of the rain. We spotted the Har-

vard Bookstore and popped in. It was immediately obvious that many others had the same idea. I 

entered the used book section in the cellar as there was less chance that I would find something I 

felt I needed to buy there. Book stores are one of my weaknesses. 

 

My guests busied themselves in the map and travel section. After a look at the used books I found a 

chair near the door. It was a wonderful spot for people watching. 

 

In walked an older lady with a large brimmed hat whose edge was turned down -- mutton trying to look like lamb and 

doing a passable job at it. A large string of costume pearls were draped around her neck that set 

off a blue silk dress. She had the look of a woman who was on a mission. 

 

I judged she was not like me, popping in out of the rain. One of the clerks asked her if he could 

help her. "Do you have any of John Wyllie's books?" was the reply. He went over to the computer 

and soon obtained the knowledge that they had two of his books in stock. A young bubbly clerk 

was sent to fetch a copy of his latest book. 

 

The young clerk returned with the book and a broad radiant smile of success. A conversation en-

sued concerning if they also had a paper back copy as the hard copy was a bit more then she was prepared to pay. 

 

At that moment an older very refined white haired gentlemen, entered the store. He spotted the hat and walked over. It 

was obvious he was familiar with the lady and the hat. 

 

"Oh John, I was just looking at your latest book." She said in her high pitched too loud voice. 

 

"Don't buy it here as I have several copies at home and would be glad to send you one." He 

said in a much quieter tone. 

 

He then addressed the clerk. "Young lady, what is your name?" "Janet" was the response. Out 

came the pen and soon an inscription was written, "To Janet, signed John W. Wylie." He 

handed the book back to Janet and he left the store with the lady and the broad brimmed hat 

in tow. 

 

By now Janet had lost her radiant smile and took the book to show her supervisor. Janet was not into the history of 16th 

century France. 

 



For more than half a century, physicists and astronomers engaged in heated dispute over the possibil-

ity of black holes in the universe. The weirdly alien notion of a space-time abyss from which nothing 

escapes—not even light—seemed to confound all logic. This talk will tell the story of the fierce black 

hole debates and the contributions of Einstein and Hawking and other leading thinkers who complete-

ly altered our view of the universe.  

The black hole helped revive Einstein's greatest achievement, the general theory of relativity, after 

decades during which it had been pushed into the shadows. Not until astronomers discovered such 

surprising new phenomena as neutron stars and black holes did the once-sedate universe transform into an Einsteinian 

cosmos, filled with sources of titanic energy that can be understood only in the light of relativity. The talk will also dis-

cuss how the black hole really got its name and recounts the scientists' frustrating, exhilarating, and at times humorous 

battles over the acceptance of one of history's most dazzling ideas. 
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