
 

 

 

 

 

What it’s Like to be a News Reporter, as a Career  

Presented by RMAer Robert Cooke, retired journalist 

 Reporter: Jim Metcalf   
 

Robert “Bob” Cooke is a 

retired journalist who 

specialized in covering 

modern science.  His 

employers included the 

Associated Press bureau in 

Los Angeles, Caltech, the 

Boston Globe, Atlanta 

Constitution, and Newsday, on Long Island, NY.  

That amounts to 50 years of learning, excitement, 

drudgery, and travel, most of it on expense 

account.  He’s from Southern California (think 

orange groves).  He spent four years in the U.S. 

Coast Guard (three in Nirvana, meaning Newport 

Beach, Calif.), followed by three years in a 

California State College, one year in UCLA’s 

Graduate School of Journalism, and the rest in 

news jobs.  He met and wrote about some of the 

most interesting people in the world, since 

modern science was booming, and spacecraft 

visited the Moon and several planets.  He has also 

published three books: one on genetic 

engineering, one on the eruption of Mt. St. 

Helens, and a large book on Dr. Judah Folkman, 

a surgeon/scientist at Children’s Hospital and 

Harvard Medical School.  He now lives in the 

“geezer ghetto,” New Horizons, in Marlborough. 

Continued on Page 2 

April Meeting Minutes 

Hybrid Meeting with RMAers at the Church and on Zoom 

 Reporter: Bill Beebee   

Larry Vifquain welcomed everyone to the April 

2022 meeting of the RMA. Larry led the reading 

the Pledge of Allegiance and this was followed by 

the playing of the Star-Spangled Banner on the 

piano by Ken Watson, with words displayed for 

everyone to sing. 

Guests:   Larry introduced Paul Motyka’s 

guest: Tom Jacoby from Acton.  Tom had been 

Paul's guest at the March Meeting.  Ted 

Grenham introduced his guest:  Larry Elder, who 

would check in later. Richard Phillips was the 

guest of Eric Lind.  Jim Metcalf said that his 

guest, Jeffrey Bagner, would also be joining on 

Zoom a little later. 

Travel Snapshots:  Bob Malnati repeated an 

epic drive with wife, Ruth Anne.   They retraced 

a 1983 journey, seeing America away from the 

Interstates.  They spent 8 weeks, driving 4400 

miles through 11 states, and meeting many 

friendly people.  

Curt Schubert visited his daughter's family in 

Seattle.  The two grandkids are teens and had 

grown a lot during the three years that he had not 

seen them. 

Chris Hammer took his grandkids kids to 

Disney World.  He strongly recommends going 

to Hollywood Studios, there, and especially, the 

new Star Wars ride.  A 15 min. ride transports 

you into several scenes where actors draw you 

in to Star Wars episodes.  The ride is so popular 

that the waiting time is over 3 hours.  That wait 

can be avoided by using the Disney pass system.   
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Speaker Continued: 

Bob began by 

saying that being a 

news reporter 

means that when 

you get up in the 

morning, you never 

know what you’ll 

be doing.  

Assignments will 

have been made by 

the time you get to 

the newsroom, and 

you head out to do 

something you may not like.  He also noted that the size 

of most newspapers every day is determined mainly by the 

amount of advertising sold.   

Bob grew up on southern California, where the news 

focused mainly on what was happening in Hollywood.  

[According to Jim’s friends who recently vacationed there, 

it still is.]   He attended Pasadena City College for one year 

and then entered the Coast Guard.  He was assigned to a 

ship berthed in Long Beach, from which he could drive 

home on leave.  Later he was assigned to a cutter berthed 

at Newport Beach that was used for search and rescue.  

One of their duties was to stop and inspect fishing boats 

and yachts.  He and some friends built a car with a Model 

A frame, a Model T body, and a Dodge 4-carb V-8 engine.  

He then went to Cal State Polytechnic College, where he 

intended to study horticulture.  After another student told 

him that the ornamental horticulture majors were used to 

weed the campus, he switched to English.  He had learned 

to type in high school, which made writing easier because 

his handwriting was not good, and he noted that the typing 

class had lots of girls.  

He had written a few articles for the college paper, and he 

learned of a program at the UCLA Graduate School of 

Journalism.  After a year there, he went looking for a job.  

He was hired by the Pomona Progress Bulletin at $80 per 

week.  He was married by then, and his wife was making 

$200 per week.  He was given a twin-lens reflex camera 

to take on assignments.  Then a grad school friend called 

from the Associated Press and suggested he apply for an 

opening.  He was hired and was soon writing about all 

kinds of subjects all day long.  He learned how to write in 

a hurry and be accurate.  When they ran out of news items 

for the wire, they worked on the “Ghoul File,” a collection 

of biographies of elderly Hollywood stars that could be 

used for obituaries.  He worked on several, including 

Hedda Hopper and Jimmy Durante.  He made a big 

mistake one day in January 1967.  He got off work at 9:00 

one evening, and the next morning the LA Times and 

Randolph Hearst’s Herald Examiner had the obituary of 

Evelyn Nesbitt Thaw.  He had never heard of her, but she 

was well known in New York as “the girl in the red velvet 

swing.”  She had been married to Harry Kendall Thaw [a 

wealthy railroad magnate], who had fatally shot her lover 

[architect Stanford White] at a rooftop restaurant in New 

York in 1906.  Bob was in purgatory for a while after that, 

but his editors, who had not known about the old story 

either, eventually let him off the hook. 

One day his editor told him of an opening at the Council 

for the Advancement of Science Writing.  As an English 

major at an agricultural school, he had taken a variety of 

science courses including botany, biology, and genetics.  

This was a big opportunity because the space program was 

starting.  Bob made a big mistake in writing about the first 

satellite to orbit the moon, because he described it as 

circling the moon in the moon’s magnetic field.  Someone 

corrected him, that it was in the moon’s gravitational 

field.  Southern California was a good place to start as a 

science reporter, because of the proximity of the Jet 

Propulsion Lab and aircraft industries.  He happened to be 

in a bar during a meeting and sat next to the public 

relations man from Hughes Aircraft.  He arranged to have 

a tour of Hughes’ wooden airplane, the Spruce Goose, a 

fascinating experience that resulted in a widely distributed 

article.  [Jim toured the Spruce Goose a few years ago in 

McMinnville, Oregon.  It is indeed an extraordinary 

aircraft.]  Bob saw a test flight of the M2-F2 Lifting Body, 

an experimental wingless aircraft developed by NASA.  It 

was carried aloft by a B-52 and released to glide back to 

earth, an early test of the technology of the Space Shuttle.  

Bob had an ambition to become a foreign correspondent 

but needed fluency in a foreign language.  He took night 

school classes in German for a while but then decided to 

stay with science writing.  

Several ex-AP writers were at Cal Tech and invited him to 

apply.  Bob had known of Cal Tech since high school and 

remembered attending a demonstration of liquid air at Cal 

Tech.  He particularly remembered seeing a tennis ball 

shatter like glass after being immersed in liquid air.  At 

Cal Tech he scanned the weekly calendar of seminars.  He 

wrote articles based on the seminars to send to local 

newspapers.  His first science interview, while he was still 

at AP, was with Charlie Richter, developer of the Richter 

Scale of earthquake magnitudes.  He went to Richter’s 

house to interview him and saw the seismograph in his 

living room.  The scale is now known as the Richter-

Benioff Scale to acknowledge the contributions of his 

graduate student Hugo Benioff.   

  



Cigar Box Bulletin - Volume 26 Issue 4 Page 3 

Speaker Continued: 

Bob learned a lot about astronomy.  He met the Swiss 

astronomer [Fritz Zwicky] who had discovered the 

existence of neutron stars; Bob described him as “a first-

class SOB,” an assessment that was apparently shared by 

others at Cal Tech. 

Despite all that he was learning at Cal Tech, Bob wanted 

to get back into the news business.  After he had been there 

for 2½ or 3 years he went to a bio-medical meeting in 

Arizona.  There, he met Herb Black, the medical editor at 

the Boston Globe, who had posted a note that Globe 

needed a science editor.  He applied and was hired.  In 

preparation for his move, he called the headquarters of the 

Methodist Church in Boston and asked where some of the 

active Methodist churches were located.  They referred 

him to Sudbury.  He called the pastor, and within a half 

hour a church member called him and invited him to 

dinner. 

Bob said that the Globe was a terrific place to work.  

Almost everyone on staff had a connection to Harvard 

either as a graduate or through a family connection.  There 

were three medical writers, but he was the only science 

writer.  He was on the mailing list for weekly calendars 

from Harvard, MIT, Cal Tech, and Columbia.  He could 

get on the subway and go to MIT or Harvard for seminars.  

At MIT he met a professor who had just figured out why 

astronauts pass out when returning to earth.  It is because 

of loss of blood in space.  NASA learned from the 

Russians that astronauts should load up with fluid before 

returning from space.  Bob talked with Bob Ballard at 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, after Ballard had 

found the Titanic.  Another MIT professor, who 

specialized in underwater sound, had invented side-scan 

sonar.  A patent attorney who worked with MIT funded 

the professor to search Loch Ness for evidence of its 

storied Monster.  Bob’s story of that was on Page 1 of the 

Globe.  The New York Times sent their science editor to 

Scotland to observe, and so Globe had to send Bob 

there, too.  It was an interesting adventure, although 

they never found the 

Monster. 

Bob attended a meeting in 

California where the world’s 

leading molecular biologists 

were trying to develop guidance 

for the federal government 

about the emerging field of 

genetic engineering.  Bob was 

asked to write a book, the first 

on that subject.  The result was 

Improving on Nature: The Brave New World of Genetic 

Engineering (1977).  It was aimed at general readers, not 

scientists, and it enjoyed world-wide sales. 

Bob was also covering topics in geology, such as 

earthquakes.  Mt. Baker in Washington started ejecting 

steam and ash, and then Mt. St. Helens started spewing gas 

and ash.  When the mountain erupted, it killed a man who 

lived near Spirit Lake and a geologist who had been 

observing the mountain.  Bob had to push hard to persuade 

his editor to send him to Oregon.  There, he teamed up 

with geographer/geologist Charles Rosenfeld who had 

used a National Guard airplane to get about 2,500 aerial 

pictures.  Bob put Rosenfeld in contact with a woman at 

MIT Press to discuss publication.  She and Rosenfeld 

decided that Bob should write the text to accompany a 

selection of Rosenfeld’s 

pictures.  The book, 

Earthfire: The Eruption of 

Mount St. Helens (1982), 

sold all over the country and 

was a great ego trip for Bob, 

although it didn’t make 

much money. 

 

 

His third book grew from his association with Dr. Judah 

Folkman, who studied the growth of blood vessels in 

relation to cancer.  [Folkman 

was on the faculty of Harvard 

Medical School and directed the 

Surgical Research Laboratories 

at Children's Hospital Boston.]  

In one of the weekly seminar 

calendars Bob found a seminar 

by Dr. Folkman, whom he had 

known previously, but only 

slightly.  The seminar was 

“Angiogenesis from the 

Benchtop to the Bedside.”  Bob 

wrote a couple of stories about 

Folkman’s work and then 

decided to write a book. 

 

He engaged a literary agent in New York to get it 

published.  Bob had previously organized a group of other 

science writers and a few members of his church to go on 

raft trips through the Grand Canyon.  Prior to his third trip, 

his agent asked him to get a letter from Dr. Folkman 

stating that he would work only with Bob for the next two 

years, which he did.  
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Speaker Continued: 

While Bob was on the river, a writer from the New York 

Times went to a meeting in California and happened to 

meet James D. Watson, the co-discoverer of the structure 

of DNA.  She asked him what the next big thing in science 

would be, and he predicted that Judah Folkman would 

announce a cure for cancer in two years.  Her story made 

Page 1 on a Sunday morning and set off a feeding frenzy 

for Bob’s forthcoming book, Dr. Folkman’s War: 

Angiogenesis and the Struggle to Defeat Cancer (2001).  

His agent called him in Arizona to tell him about it.  He 

then went out for a walk, and while he was out his agent 

called again and told his wife that “Random House had bid 

a million bucks.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radio Stations of the World 

Hands down this is the coolest thing I've seen in a while--  

The green dots on this Google Earth map represent radio stations all over the world. 

Click on any one of the dots and you will immediately hear that station with very good reception. 

For example, halfway up Ireland's East coast, there is a station playing Irish pub music, and some 

stations in Russia play American music. Enjoy your tour. 

http://radio.garden/live/toulouse/radiopresence 

Submitted by Joseph Bausk  
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 Member Spouse Anniversary Years 

 Kenneth Watson Frances 04/29/1972 50 

 Robert Hyotte Candy 04/24/1971 51 

 John Iberg Lynne 04/17/1970 52 

 Eric S. Lind Jean 04/15/1967 55 

 David Stallard Elizabeth 04/24/1954 68 

   Average Years Married 55 
 

  

Anniversaries in April 
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 Member Birthday Age 

 Bruce Porter 04/24/1951 71 

 Paul Sturgis 04/16/1949 73 

 Daniel Miller 04/29/1948 74 

 Thomas Travers 04/02/1947 75 

 Jorgen Hansen 04/14/1947 75 

 Richard G. Smith 04/15/1947 75 

 William Miniscalco 04/28/1946 76 

 Bob Kagey 04/22/1944 78 

 Joseph Kerr 04/01/1942 80 

 Michael Patterson 04/04/1935 86 

 Adi Guzdar 04/15/1936 86 

   Average Age 76 
 

  

Birthdays in April 
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Minutes Continued: 

Larry thanked those members volunteering support at the 

meeting as follows: 

• Reporting on the Minutes – Bill Beebee 

• Reporting on the Speaker – Jim Metcalf 

• Bulletin - Jorgen Hansen, Editor 

• Member check-in – Curt Schubert 

• Badges – Frank DiPace 

• Slide Show – Don Sherman 

• Zoom/PowerPoint support – Chris Hammer 

• Sound - Ron Riggert 

• Coffee - Bob Hyotte and Sandy Grace 

• Refreshments - Ted Grenham and Jim Latimer 

 

Announcements: 

• Volunteering:  Larry Vifquain 

Merrill Mack talked about Volunteer Tax Preparation 

at the Wellesley and Framingham Community Centers.  

This is a national program under the auspices of both the 

IRS and the AARP.  Merrill works a day at Wellesley 

and 2 1/2 days at Framingham.  A training program in 

December prepares people to do this job.  A "brush-up" 

session in January restores the skill levels of returning 

volunteers.  The free service is designed to help 

taxpayers of lower income levels - less than $80K. 

• Activities:  Dick Testa 

Natick Soldier System Center (formerly, Natick 

Labs) - Mid-Week in June.  The Center focuses on 

developing food and field kitchens.  A sign-up sheet 

was circulated among those at Church.  Zoom members 

sign up using chat or email addressed to 

dicktesta@verizon.net. 

Mass. Fire Fighting Academy - Perhaps in July.  In 

progress of being set up and more information will be 

given at the next Meeting. 

WooSox Baseball Game – The RMA has reserved 20 

seats along the 3rd base line for the game at the new 

Polar Stadium on Tuesday, August 16th.  Tickets cost 

$15/person and may be obtained by emailing your 

request to Dick at dicktesta@verizon.net with the 

number of tickets needed and subsequently sending 

your check (payable to the Retired Men's Association) 

to the RMA at P.O. Box 261, Wayland, MA 01778.  

There is plenty of parking but contact Dick if you need 

a ride.  The gates open at 5:45 and the game starts at 

6:45. 

 

Sudbury Senior Center Trips – The Sudbury Senior 

Center is organizing trips for 2022 and these trips are 

available to RMA members.  You do not have to live 

in Sudbury.  Please contact Joe Bausk 

(joebausk@verizon.net) if you are interested.  See the 

February Bulletin for a listing of trips. 

 

R.O.M.E.O. Lunch – 

Bob Malnati announced 

that interested members 

will meet at 12:30 PM 

for a ROMEO lunch at 

Conrad's located at 120 

Boston Post Road, 

Sudbury.  

Confirm with Bob at randrmalnati@gmail.com or at 

978-501-4903. 

 

Continues on page8

 

April ROMEO Lunch at Conrad’s 

   

Photos by Jorgen Hansen  
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Minutes Continued: 

The Next RMA Meeting will be held on May 13th in 

person at the normal location or on Zoom.  Vaccination is 

required for in-person attendance, but masks are 

optional.   

RMA Discussion Group 

Discussion Group is a fun open forum.  Topics-

Comments can be 

controversial. 

Monthly In-Person meeting to 

discuss interesting 

contemporary topics. 

Meeting -  Wednesday, April 

13th at 12 noon. 

Topic: - YOUR HOUGHTS will be selected at the 

meeting; very often, multiple topics are discussed usually 

based on current events, group interests – local, national, 

world activity. You hear others thinking, opens the mind: 

• Russian invasion – thoughts. 
• COVID to go into any public place you must be 

Vaccinated – Yes – No.  Why? Give your 
thoughts. 

• Covid – Cost; who pays for 3 months on a 
ventilator?  

• State Spending Bill – is the Fed money being wisely 
spent? 

The topic can be controversial. You may not agree but 

learn different ways to look at a situation. No anger - just 

different points of view. 

Location:  Meet at Conrad’s, 120 Boston Post Rd, 

Sudbury.  

All attendees should be fully vaccinated 

Please contact Chris Hammer 

chammer6060@gmail.com if interested. 

 

• Vital Statistics – Don Sherman announced the 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for April.  The oldest 

Birthdays are tied at 86 for Adi Guzdar and Mike 

Patterson.  The oldest Anniversary is for Dave and 

Elizabeth Stallard, still in love after 68 years. 

 

 

• Health of our Members – Joe Bausk 

Sadly, Bob Mainer's wife, Margorie, passed away.  

Also, Bob Curtis left us on March 11.   

 

Finally, an appreciation note from Alice Vannerson was 

read, expressing gratitude for RMA memorial 

contributions in honor of Bob Vannerson. 

 

Bill Ely broke vertebrae in a fall and is in the Rivercrest 

rehab. facility.  His phone is 978-549-4503 and the best 

time to call is in the afternoon. 

 

Frank Lyons is now in Room 2124 at the New Horizons 

Memory Care facility in Marlboro.  The facility number 

is 508-460-5200 but they will not connect calls to his 

room.  He has a phone in his room but his family must 

release that number for direct calls to be possible.  It is 

best to go and see him. 

Does anyone know of a member in poor health? Please 

speak up. 

Send a note to Joe Bausk at joebausk@verizon.net (978-

443-8963). 
 

• Humor – Harold Wilkinson gave some food jokes.   

One described the look on someone's face when 1/2 worm 

was found in the fruit being eaten.  Another aired the 

concept of a "Second Hand Vegetarian", in which a meat-

eater claims to be a veggie because the cattle being 

consumed had eaten grass. 
 

• A Musical Interlude – Ken Watson submitted a video 

of a 97-year-old woman concert pianist, playing with great 

skill and beauty.  While playing, she commented that she 

felt it important that her music spoke to the audience.  She 

had studied under Rachmaninoff and had released 7 CDs.   
 

• Then, Bill Ladoulis played the Al Jolson favorite 

"April Showers". 

For the Deep Thinkers 

Dad, are we pyromaniacs? Yes, we arson. 

What do you call a pig with laryngitis? Disgruntled. 

Writing my name in cursive is my signature move. 

Why do bees stay in their hives during winter?  Swarm. 
 Submitted by Merrill Mack 
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Let’s Get Acquainted with Jørgen Hansen. 
  

I retired 4 years ago and have lived in 
Wellesley since 1996 with my wife 
Debbie, our very active Australian 
Shepard, Scarlet, and our very chatty 
African Gray parrot, Sam. We met rather 
late in life and spent too much time in 
college to be able to fit in time for child 
rearing. 
 
I was born 2 years after the end of WWII 
in a very small rural village in Denmark. 
The village consisted of 7 small farms 

(less than 100 acres each) and 4 houses.  My father was a carpenter, 
and my mother took care of the house and their 5 children.  
 
Elementary school was 2 miles away and had a total of 3 classrooms 
and 5 teachers.  We went to school 3 days per week where grades 1 
and 2 shared one classroom and 1 teacher.  Grades 3 to 7 shared the 
2 remaining classrooms.  By the time the kids reached grades 6 and 
7 enough students had dropped out of school, so grades 6 and 7 fit 
into one classroom.  After 7 grades most children went back to the 
farms or found an apprenticeship in a trade of their interest.  My 
parents insisted that I should neither be a farmer nor a carpenter, so 
they got me into a private school for 3 more years of education.  
 
Going to school 3 days per weeks gave us a lot of spare time which 
we spent on the farms for fun, and sometimes to help, especially at 
harvest time.  I could drive a tractor when I was 8 years old (first 
gear only).  
  
At the tender age of 17 I needed to find an apprenticeship.  I was very 
interested in electronics, so we investigated the options.  The Danish 
Airforce had a great training program and the most sophisticated 
electronics systems.  I joined and was taught all about radar system. 
I applied and got the most exciting job for a radar engineer in the 
Danish Airforce – The F-104 Starfighter jet.  Electronics in those 
days was all vacuum tubes and analog computers. 
After finishing my first 5-year contract, I was all set to move on with 
a job as a computer programmer lined up.  The air force came back 
with an offer of a 1-year trip to USA if I signed for another 5 years.  I 
jumped at the chance and was sent to Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas for 
training on the Nike missile radar system. 
This trip probably sealed my fate and may be the reason I am now 
an American citizen.   
 
After finishing my second 5-year contract, I was contacted by Varian 
who was looking for engineers with experience in diagnosing and 
repairing radars.  Varian is an American company which 
manufactures and sells (amongst many other thing) medical linear 
accelerators (Linacs in Varian terminology).  These accelerators are 
$5.000.000 pieces of equipment, which produces high energy 
electron and photon beams for cancer treatments.  
Varian had approximately 20 Linacs in Europe at that time, with a 
central service office in Copenhagen, Denmark.  I was sent for 
training to their manufacturing plant in Palo Alto, California.  
 
After 5 weeks training, I traveled with a seasoned engineer all over 
Europe maintaining the 20 Linacs for about 1 year. I was now ready 
to travel on my own, and luckily for me a brand-new hospital in 
Copenhagen had just purchased a Linac.  Because of the proximity 
to the Varian service office in Copenhagen I was chosen to install 
and tune this accelerator.  
When I handed over the Linac to the chief physicist of the hospital, 
he offered me a job maintaining their new ‘toy’.  To the great 
displeasure of Varian, I accepted the job. 
 
I was tasked with the commissioning of the accelerator, after which 
I accepted it from Varian.  I believe that I am the only person in the 
world who has singlehandedly installed, commissioned, and  
 
 

accepted a linear accelerator. Today these Linacs are so complex that 
a whole team is required for these tasks.  
 
After a couple of years working as an engineer at the hospital, the 
chief physicist suggested that I was wasting my time as an engineer 
and recommended that I sought a future as a physicist. Now, 10 years 
of education (7 of which were half time) does not qualify or prepare 
me for graduate school.  So, I went to the University of Copenhagen 
and asked if I could sit in on a couple of classes (education is free in 
Denmark so we can do that.)  The only question they asked was if I 
wanted to have my assignments graded and if I wanted to take the 
exams. 
I followed one semester each of mathematics, chemistry, and physics 
and passed all exams. The physics classes were held at the Niels Bohr 
Institute. Niels Bohr was one of the founders of modern atomic 
physics, and the world’s most famous physicist from the 1930s and 
40s gathered in Copenhagen around Bohr to discuss the latest 
theories. It was my greatest thrill to sit in the same lecture halls as 
the giants of physics.  They proudly displayed photos of them in the 
classrooms.  For physics experiments we used the same detectors and 
counters the great physicist had used 50 years earlier.  
 
The chief physicist then called an old friend of his, who happened to 
be the chairman of the Medical Physics department of the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison.  They agreed that I should get a chance to 
prove myself for one semester.  I did well and got a master’s degree 
in Medical Physics after 2 years.  
I stayed one more year to get some practical experience and do some 
research.  I was assigned to the space center where I was part of a 
team that developed a bone scanner for quantifying the bone loss of 
astronauts during long space flights. 
 
Most of my spare time at the university was spent at the sailing club, 
where I met a woman whom I married a couple of years later.  We 
will celebrate our 35th anniversary later this year.  
 
Because I was an exchange student, I could not get a work permit. I 
went back to Denmark where I got a job in a radiation therapy 
department gaining valuable clinical experience. 
 
After 2 years I could apply for a work permit in USA, and I placed 
an ad in the American Medical Physicists newsletter.  I immediately 
got a call from Harvard Medical School. An education in electrical 
engineering and medical physics, with clinical experience in both, 
proved to be a very desirable combination.  
I got hired by the Joint Center for Radiation Therapy, a department 
within Harvard Medical School servicing all the hospitals in the 
Longwood Medical Area of Boston, and I worked in this system for 
the next 35 years until the end of my career.   
I worked on many novel and interesting projects.  In a collaboration 
with the Medical Science and Technology Department at MIT we 
built a couple of focused ultrasound systems to heat surface and deep 
tumors for cancer treatment.  
At the end of my career, I got promoted to Chief of Physics in the 
brachytherapy section of Radiation Therapy at Brigham Women’s 
Hospital.  This was a minor section with 3-4 PhDs and a couple of 
MS physicists, who managed the radioactive sources used for cancer 
therapy.  This was my glass ceiling at Harvard not having a PhD 
degree.  
 
I have been teaching radiation physics on the side for my whole 
career.  I was appointed Adjunct Professor at Mass College of 
Pharmacy and Allied Health teaching radiation therapist. I was 
teaching Harvard Medical School residents as an instructor (again I 
had no PhD), and I was mentoring and teaching radiation physics 
residents. 
 
I enjoy traveling, birding (birding in Australia is outstanding), 
archery, photography, and cooking. I am volunteering at Sudbury 
Valley Trustees, updating their records.  When the weather is nice, 
we enjoy working in the forest pulling invasive plants. 
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Amazing Pictures From the Past 

 

The 1958 'Sir Vival.' Designed by Walter C. 

Jerome of Worcester, this unique two-section 

vehicle was made to protect its driver and three 

passengers from death or injury on the highway.  

The designer believed that, in case of a collision, 

the engine compartment would take most of the 

brunt and leave the passengers safe. Its standout 

features included a two-piece engine and cab, 

along with a driver turret. Unfortunately, only 

one Sir Vival was ever made, and it remains in 

the care of Bellingham Auto Sales in 

Bellingham, Massachusetts, even today!  

 

 

 

Submitted by Bill Beebee  

Have You Tried 

The RMA Website 

RMenA.org 
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The Bag 
Some stories are so good that they need to be 

told, even if they are only partially true. The absolute 

truth has little place in this venue. 

A couple was traveling by plane, with their 13 

year old son, to Poland. It was a long flight, and 

everyone was exhausted. The boy had been busy 

during the entire flight playing one challenging video 

game on his IPad. He was very excited as he had 

reached the highest level he had ever reached. None 

of his friends had ever reached this level. He could not 

wait to get on the ground and email his friends about 

his accomplishment.  

Just then, the Captain came over the public 

address system and stated they would soon be landing 

and all electronic devices needed to be shut off. 

The boy obliged and placed his IPad in his 

backpack.  

The ride down was very bumpy and much longer 

than usual. They finally landed but had to wait forever 

to get to the gate as the weather prevented other planes 

from taking off. 

At last, they were off the plane and headed to 

customs and baggage claim. 

The luggage claimed they were standing in line 

to get a taxi when it was realized the boy had left his 

backpack, containing his IPad, on the plane. Yes, the 

very same IPad that contained the game he had set a 

personal record on. The one that he proved it was 

possible to reach such a high level. It was a level 

higher than any of his friends had ever reached. He 

could not wait to see if he could go even higher. Was 

it really possible?   

They asked a random airport employee what to 

do about finding his bag. At first, the language barrier 

hindered the problem. Soon, other employees and 

interested passengers joined the problem. An 

agreement was reached; they needed to go to the lost 

luggage office. Where was that?  

They stopped at the rental car counter. They 

explained their problem. This had its own problems as 

they did not speak Polish. Fortunately, one of the 

clerks spoke English and was anxious to help. He was 

bored with renting cars and any diversion was 

welcome. 

Off they went to the lost baggage office on the 

second floor.  

They arrived only to find a long line and only one 

clerk. 

The car rental clerk told them he knew the clerk 

and she had the reputation of being a rude and 

unpleasant lady among the other airport employees. 

They did not know why but some were sure it was 

because she hated her job. Others felt her husband had 

a drinking problem, even though they did not know if 

she was married. 

Her dislike for everything was evident as soon as 

they arrived at the end of the line.  

They had been in line for 45 minutes when it was 

their turn. The car rental clerk explained the problem. 

The boy saw his bag sitting on the floor behind the 

counter. They would soon be headed off to their hotel. 

As I mentioned, the lost luggage clerk was an 

unpleasant lady. She immediately proved her 

reputation was not a myth. She demanded a letter 

from the airlines indicating which flight they had been 

on before she would release the bag.  

Much discussion followed in two languages, 

sometimes both at the same time. 

“No letter no bag.” 

Finally, the car rental clerk jumped over the 

counter, grabbed the bag and handed it to the boy. 

The father said, “We cannot do this.” 

The car rental clerk said to the father, “Look me 

straight in the eye.” 

“Run” 

by Al Persson 
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Topic – Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life 

Speaker – Matt Thompson 
Matt Thompson is the Aquaculture Project Lead for the Anderson Cabot Center. 
His role is twofold; primarily, he is responsible for researching and developing 
reports and recommendations related to aquaculture for corporate partners, but 
he also undertakes special projects designed to expedite the development and 
uptake of more sustainable aquaculture practices. Since joining the New 
England Aquarium in 2007, he has developed expertise in all areas of 
aquaculture, traveled to multiple aquaculture operations around the world, and 
authored more than 50 sustainability reports across a range of farmed species 
from numerous countries. Through his participation on technical committees, he 

has helped promote sustainability criteria in aquaculture certification standards. Matt also has hands-on 
experience in lobster and algal culture through internships at the Bar Harbor Oceanarium in Maine and 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution in Florida. 
 
Education -  
M.S., Aquaculture, University of Stirling, Scotland, UK, 2001 
B.S., Marine Science, University of Southampton, UK, 2000 
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Web site RMenA.org 

E-mail info@RmenA.org 

R.M.A 

Box 261 

Wayland, MA 01778 

Invite a Guest to our May Live or Zoom Meeting! 


