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Letter from the President 

 

Dear Supporter. 

This has been an eventful summer at your museum!  We formed a new committee, the 

Publicity and Fundraising Committee, (PFC).  This committee already has two (2) functions 

scheduled for the fall, a Tea and Chat social, and an Antique Car Social.  There is a       

report from the PFC and flyer for these two events included in this newsletter so I will not 

say any more.  

I want to give a special thanks to Lucy Harvell for the work she has done this summer.   

She got our parking lot re-striped by HEV Asphalt Paving Company.  She and Patti         

Emerson have spent many Wednesdays deep cleaning all our buildings. Also a special 

Thanks to Patty McGrath Jones for restoring the original lettering on the sign for the 

church. Lucy has visited the Tomball antique stores and left our brochures on display in 

many of them. Because of her interest in the museum and her everlasting energy, I have 

appointed her to be our Volunteer Coordinator to help new volunteers get assimilated 

into our museum. 

We want to start a new page in our newsletter featuring recipes.  We want to invite      

everyone to submit a favorite family recipe to be included in one of  our future           

newsletters.  This month’s recipe is “Mamaw’s Sugar Cookies” by Rosa Haude Klein, as              

submitted by Lori Klein Quinn.  

This issue included two (2) special interest articles, BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO edited by   

Kyle Stallones and TALK ABOUT INFLATION, edited by Bob Watts.   Also included is         

everyone’s favorite “Ben Scholl’s Moment.” 

I want to introduce and welcome our new cleaning lady, JoBeth Black.  She has been     

a much needed addition to the facility. 

We have added a new section to our website, Videos.  It is located under the Museum 

heading.  There is only one video at present, “1893 Compass Plane”, detailing the       

cleaning and use of one of the planes we have in our museum.  Shortly we will add a 

drone view of our buildings.  I would encourage you to visit our website often to look at 

our videos.  We will be adding more videos as they become available.    

Again we are emailing this newsletter to you because we have email addresses.  If we  

do not have an email address, we will send by post.  We will also be including each 

month’s newsletter as part of our website.    

Henry Reid 

President 
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Publicity and Fundraising Committee 

First Report of the PFC Committee by Chair Kyle Stallones – July 19, 2022.  

The Museum has formed a new committee (the PFC) including the following members: Kyle Stallones,      

Elizabeth Peltier, Mary McCoy, Becky Clepper, Lucy Harvell, Carrie Kopacz, Cindy Whitehead, Pam McKinney 

and Henry Reid. We began our first meeting on July 7, 2022 with a  brainstorming session focused on       

projects to gradually increase public awareness and funding for the Museum to help with maintenance and 

other costs.  The PFC decided to focus initially on presenting an antique car show in conjunction with the 

Antique Automobile Club of America (Gulf Coast Region).  This show, featuring cars from the time-periods of 

the Museum buildings, will be held on Saturday in October 8, 2022, from 10:00am-2:00pm.   

The PFC will be developing longer-term projects, possibly including: (i) a reunion at the Museum   of       

Tomball residents in connection with the Tomball Past and Present Facebook Group, (ii) a Wheel-a-Round 

exposition (focused on children) to display various types of interesting wheeled-vehicles, (iii) increasing the 

sale of old-fashioned games, books, or other items to add   revenue, (iv) Demonstration Days at rotating 

Museum buildings presented by volunteers in period-dress, and (v) many other exciting project ideas.  We 

have established sub-committees chaired by various PFC members to arrange details for some of these 

longer-term projects.  The car show will be upon us before we know it, and the other projects will take a lot 

of effort.  Please volunteer to help with these various sub-committees as we roll-out projects over time.  We 

hope to add you to a team!  Thank you in advance for your help and donations to the Museum.  We also 

thank the PFC members and Museum board for their time and attention to these exciting plans!    

Please join us for a Women’s Tea and Chat in the Fellowship Hall at the    

Tomball Museum Center on Saturday, September 24th, 2022 from 3:00pm-

5:00pm 

Food will be catered by The Whistlestop Tea Room. Flowers will be provided by 

Cornelius Florist NW. We are excited to present a display of women’s fashion 

from the 1800’s. 

Ticket reservations available  at tomballmuseumcenter.com/calendar 

Seats are $20 each or $80 per table setting of 4. 

Space is limited.  

We hope you can join us for a fun afternoon spent 

nibbling on delicious tea faire, learning about 

1800’s women’s fashion and chatting. 

Proceeds benefit  

The Spring Creek County Historical Association, 

Tomball Museum Center. 
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TALK ABOUT INFLATION – NEVER AGAIN! 

Believe it or not, the ONLY structure at the Tomball Museum that was not a transplant 

from another location is our Barn Museum. It is home to our one horse, cotton gin and 

hundreds of artifacts and tools used by our ancestors years ago. It has weathered 

storms, heat, rain and 6 hurricanes. 

The barn was built in October,1969, just over 50 years ago and still survives today. 

Strong, cedar wood was laid out on a 40’ by 80’ concrete slab. TOTAL COST: $859.00! 

To carry out this remarkable feat, we borrowed $1,500 on an unsecured, demand 

note from Guaranty Bond State Bank, one of only two local banks.  Interest was         

7-1/2% back then. Historic old Neidigk Lumber Company sold us the wood and    

concrete and T-T Construction Company provided the labor to build the structure. 

Labor costs: 

Carpenter Foreman charged $4.00/hour 

Carpenter charged $3.25/hour 

Carpenter helper was $2.50/hour 

Laborer was $2.00/hour 

Oh, and a bulldozer for one day to level the lot: 

$7.90. Including diesel. 

You’ll never see this again! 

So next time you pay us a visit come by the Barn Museum on open days and say 

“Hello.” 
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BEN SCHOLL’S MOMENT 

Saving String and Other Things 
 

In spring 2001, the Griffin house, the largest building on the Tomball museum 
property, was repainted.  The painter had to replace some of the boards and the 
new boards had to be special-milled to match the existing boards.  Since cypress 
siding is no longer available we replaced it with West Coast Cedar, which was 
milled by a mill in Conroe. One afternoon I stop by the job to check on the       

progress and I spotted a square nail on the ground. I picked it up, which at my age isn’t easy, and placed it 
in my pocket. Seeing several more on the ground, I borrowed a magnet on wheels from a roofer. Going 
around the Griffin house several times I found more square nails, screws, staples and other bits of steel. 
About 20 of the nails looked as good as they did when the house was built in about 1860. 

 

Later that summer I again came across the nails, in a coffee can in my shop. I thought that maybe some of 
the “friends of the museum” would like to have a nail and I considered mounting them on a board. I 
found some scraps of plywood which a carpenter had thrown away while building cabinets at the house 
next-door and selected some pieces suitable for mounting nails, with space underneath to write about 
the history of the nails. I looked for my spool of picture hanging wire to fasten the nails to the boards but 
could not locate it in my messy workshop. I did, however, find a small roll of 22 gauge copper wire,      
garnished and wrapped with two layers of  cotton and waterproofed with wax. I had salvaged this wire 
about 65 years previously after it was thrown away by a crew looking for oil. The soft wire with the   
wrapping removed worked great for mounting the nails. As I was working on the project, termites were 
discovered in the museums church and in replacing several boards in the floor more square nails were 
salvaged and added to my nail collection. 

 

The nails, the wood and the wire show once again that I am a “saver”. I remember once seeing a picture 
of someone who had saved a record-setting 4-foot ball of string. I don’t save to set a   record but to use 
things at a later date. As a small boy I started saving nails to use when building things like bird houses. I 
have an early memory of going to the picnic at Salem Lutheran Church with my grandparents. My     
grandfather gave me a nickel to buy an ice cream cone but I saved it and bought a small bag of shingle 
nails at Froehlich’s store. (At Froehlich’s I could get a pound of shingle nails for 5 cents.) 

 

On the farm, we saved and recycled many items. The wood from apple boxes that had a picture of an  
Indian on the end of the box was my favorite building material. The boxes had to be reused for farm work 
but occasionally one would break or wear out and I begged for the broken pieces. Boxes for grapes and 
prunes called lugs were also coveted. When we had a windstorm, I searched for shingles that might have 
blown from the house or barn roof. 
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My parents always bought a ball of string when we made sausage. Once or twice they bought a ball of 
string for my kites or fishing line for my brother. All other string was recycled. 100 pound feed sacks or 
hand-sewn with string about 1/8 inch in diameter, which we removed and saved.  If this string was thrown 
on the ground, the chickens would get it tangled around their feet, and  occasionally birds wanting string to 
build nests would get it tangled in the branches. The tops of the feed sacks were folded and sewn, leaving 
two ears about 4 inches long for grabbing and  lifting the sacks. Later the sacks were closed with a         
hand-held sewing machine and could only be opened from one side. The later string was thinner and had 
limited uses. 

 

Rubber bands were made from real rubber and in hot weather would stick together. Larger bands cut from 
inner tubes (all tires had inner tubes) were vulcanized and the heat did not affect them. They were long 
lasting, and I think the red ones were better than the black ones. Some bands were used for many things 
including toy paddlewheel boats and airplanes. 

 

Occasional we would get a small piece of aluminum foil. It was always saved and had many uses, especially 
as a good conductor of electricity.  When we got a piece of lead foil Brother Erwin wanted it for sinkers on 
his fishing lines. 

 

Join us in the next newsletter to read more about Saving Goose Wings, Plastic Rings, Corks, Posts, and 
Plates. 

 

Written by Benjamin H.  Scholl as published in: 
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Car Social 
 The Tomball Museum Center of the Spring Creek County Historical       

Association will present its first ever Car Social on Saturday, October 8, 

2022 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  On their way to the Museum Center, the  

antique cars will parade into town, coming north on business 249, then 

east down Main Street to the railroad tracks, then circling back down to 

Pine St. toward the Museum area.  The City will be blocking off some of 

the streets intersecting Pine.  In addition to the antique cars, this Car  

Social will feature food trucks and music.  There will be no entrance fee, 

although the Museum will be collecting memberships and donations.  

Please join us for this exciting event, and bring the kids and grandkids!   

 

We want to thank the City of Tomball for their support in putting 

on this event. 
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Battle of San Jacinto   

5-10-2022 edited by Kyle Stallones.  Historical markers cited herein can be 

viewed at https://atlas.thc.texas.gov. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, I think Spanish is a beautiful language, and I wish I spoke it 

fluently.  But I never knew how close we came to folks in Texas speaking mainly 

Spanish, instead of mainly English, until I read the versions of the San Jacinto 

battle portrayed in two books (see Ch. 14 in SAM HOUSTON & THE ALAMO 

AVENGERS by Brian Kilmeade, Sentinel 2019; see also Ch. V of Vol. 2 of HISTORY 

OF TEXAS 1685-1846 by Henderson K. Yoakum).  I encourage you to read them 

for yourselves, but here is my (probably imperfect) take on a brief summary.  

Bad news just had filtered through the Texas settlers about the massacre at the 

Alamo; then at Goliad.  The Texians grabbed what they could and headed toward 

Louisiana as fast as they could go.  Those in Sam Houston’s army were torn between helping their families 

get away and staying with the Texian army to fight.  This happened in March and April of 1836, when 

Spring rains made travel very difficult. Roads were muddy, creeks were up.  Some native American tribes 

were threatening to assist the Mexican  army in helping to drive out the  Texians.  Luckily, Indian agents 

got them to hold off, possibly in light of the veiled threat of some US  cavalry men waiting at the Louisiana  

border.  Santa Anna had split up his army, himself leading a brigade chasing the fledgling Republic’s      

government  toward Harrisburg.  President David Burnet and other officials had been chased out of  

Washington on the Brazos (TX historical marker 8404), fleeing to Harrisburg (TX historical marker 10680, 

on the east side of Houston).   

The Texian army luckily stumbled upon the steamboat Yellow Stone at Groce’s Landing, allowing them to 

cross the swollen Brazos River.  Apparently, the course of that river has changed since then, leaving the 

actual site of Groce’s Landing on land 3 miles south of Hempstead on FM 1887 in Waller County (TX      

historical marker 9387).   

Santa Anna tried to cross the Brazos at San Felipe de Austin (TX historical marker 4536, east of Sealy, TX), 

but was repelled by Moseley Baker’s riflemen.  Santa Anna left soldiers there under General Sesma to 

continue the exchange of fire, taking his own brigade to cross further south at Thompson’s Ferry (TX     

historical marker 9074, at Richmond, TX).  

While Sam Houston’s army remained camped near Groce’s Landing, Santa Anna’s squad marched to    

Harrisburg.  After burning that town, they continued their chase of Burnet.  On April 17, Burnet and his 

family were at New Washington (TX historical marker 10741 at Morgan’s Point, near the current           

Barbour’s Cut Container Ship terminal).  Early that morning they were at breakfast when they heard the 

Mexican cavalry was near, so they rushed to a small rowboat heading out to the steamer Cayuga.   
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They got only 40 yards off when Mexican soldiers reached that shore, but the soldiers held their fire since 

there were women and children in the rowboat.  So President Burnet and family were able to make a very 

narrow escape to Galveston onboard that steamer.   

After Sam Houston’s army left Harrisburg at dawn on April 20, 1836, his scouts (Def Smith, etc.)  Let him 

know that Santa Anna’s army was returning up Buffalo Bayou toward Lynchburg’s Ferry  (TX historical 

marker 13677).  Rather than stopping to prepare breakfast, the Texians set out on a fast march; the race 

was on for the Texians to beat Santa Anna’s army to that Ferry!  Luckily, the Texians won the race, beating 

Santa Anna’s army there by a few hours.  The Texians were able to take a relatively concealed site beneath 

some trees, where they could prepare for the ensuing  battle.  The Mexican army was to the southeast on a 

plain, backed by a pond.   

Despite both armies being exhausted from their marches, Santa Anna’s artillery fired a 12-pound cannon 

into the Texian’s position, luckily without causing much harm other than wounding Colonel Neill. Then both 

armies returned to their opposing camps, where the Mexican army began putting up a breastwork of     

wagons, brush and whatever else they could find.   About an hour before sunset, General Sam Houston  

allowed Colonel Sherman’s cavalry, backed by Colonel Millard’s infantry and Colonel Burleson’s regiment, 

to advance on the enemy. They took some fire on their scouting raid and then retired back to camp.    

The next morning, both armies were preparing for battle; and were resting from their hurried marches.  At 

around 9 a.m., Santa Anna’s army was reinforced by General Cos’ army, increasing Santa Anna’s force to 

around 1400 men.  General Sam Houston had around 700.  About noon, Sam Houston held a council of war 

with his officers.  Then around 3 pm, the Mexican army was resting, with many officers taking their siesta.  

Santa Anna admitted later that he was asleep, and  it appears his sentries may have been as well.  When 

the Texians quickly approached with the Twin Sister cannons and cries of “Remember the Alamo;             

Remember Goliad,” the Texians overran the Mexican position, and the unprepared Mexican soldiers fled 

and were slaughtered in the pond.  The Texians won the battle in only 21 minutes.   

You may ask what this has to do with Tomball?  Abraham (Abram) Roberts (1773-1850), a native of      

Georgia, came to Texas as a widower in 1827.  Around 1829, he settled at a site on Spring Creek, near what 

we now call New Kentucky Park, just west of Rose Hill (the New Kentucky settlement is remembered by TX 

historical marker 10740). Roberts’ home (TX historical marker 10747) was located at a prominent          

crossroads in the sparsely populated community of New Kentucky about three miles east of his neighbor 

Samuel McCarley. On March 21, 1836, the interim government of the Republic of Texas (including Burnet) 

stayed at Roberts' home overnight while enroute to Harrisburg to establish the Republic's new capital. On 

April 16, 1836, the Texian army under Sam Houston left McCarley's home and arrived at the crossroads at 

Roberts’ farm about midday. Houston's soldiers, aware that the Mexican army was advancing on              

Harrisburg, were  concerned that Houston would continue to retreat east to the Trinity River toward 

Nacogdoches. Still uncertain about Houston's chosen route, the Texas army paused upon reaching the 

crossroads. Soldiers in the army asked Roberts, who was standing at his gate, to show the way to            

Harrisburg. A great shout arose as Roberts pointed southeast. Houston took the Harrisburg Road and on 

April 21 his army defeated the Mexicans at the Battle of San Jacinto. The decision to take the Harrisburg 

Road became famous as a turning point in the campaign for Texas independence.  



Before that fateful decision that day, some say the Texian army took a noontime rest under the spreading 

branches of a huge oak at that crossroads.  That tree now is known as the Which Way Tree.  According to  

the Texas A&M Forest Service (FAMOUS TREES OF TEXAS), the Which Way Tree still stands in New Kentucky 

Park at 21710 FM2920, Hockley, around 10 miles west of Tomball just before Roberts Cemetery Road. I    

suspect the Kilmeade book got the location of this historic tree wrong, mistakenly placing it nearer to old 

Cypress City, remembered by a marker located about a mile southeast of Waller at 26026 Old Hempstead 

Hwy (TX historical marker 17098).  That Texas A&M site has a pin for the tree on a “Map It” locator.  I visited 

the New Kentucky Park on May 11, 2022 and found (as marked by the pin) a large oak just southwest of the 

park    pavilion and the historical markers.  The oak does look old, obviously not as healthy as it once was, 

with clear evidence of where huge spreading branches had been lopped off in prior years.  And you can   

look across 2920 from the park to an even larger old oak in the front yard of what is now the 2920           

Roadhouse Restaurant.  Could that have been the real Which Way tree?  Not according to Texas A&M; but 

you can decide for yourself.   
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Mamaw’s Sugar Cookies 

Rosa Haude Klein, as submitted by Lori Klein Quinn 

Ingredients 

½ cup butter 

1 cup white sugar 

1 egg, well beaten 

3 cups white flour 

¼ tsp salt 

3 tsp baking powder 

½ cup milk 

Finely grated rind ½ lemon or lemon extract 

Instructions 

Sift flour, salt, and baking powder, set aside. Cream ½ cup of butter with 1 cup of sugar, add 
beaten egg. Add dry ingredients and milk, alternating until both are incorporated. Divide 
into 4 parts. Chill, roll out into 1/8-inch thickness. Cut with cookie cutters. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 10-12 minutes on a greased cookie sheet 

For the icing – powder sugar, milk, and food coloring, if desired 

These sugar cookies bring back memories of Family Christmases at Mamaw’s house on 

Barbara Street. She would make these every Christmas since they were the                   

grandchildren’s favorite. 

My grandparents, Rosa and A B Klein (Mamaw & Papaw), had 9 children. My father      

Howard Klein Sr. was the 2nd son. When Papaw died in 1956, Mamaw and her three eldest 

sons continued to operate the family businesses for the family. Mamaw died in December 

of 2000. For 44 years she was the matriarch of the family, hosting every Christmas           

celebration for her children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and their families at her 

home on  Barbara Street, the number of guests eventually totaling over a hundred people. 

She bought every person a gift. My Aunts told me they would begin shopping with her in 

the January sales every year. It was a special family time, a memory that still 

makes me smile, just like these cookies. 11 

FAMILY’S FAVORITE RECIPES 



THANK YOU 

To 

Vallie Harrison at  

HEV Asphalt Paving Company 

For re-striping our Parking lot. 

THANK  YOU 

To Patti Emerson For 

Deep Cleaning of the Buildings! 
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THANK YOU 

To Patty McGrath Jones  

For restoring the original     

lettering to the Church sign 



Encourage Your Friends and Family and 

Watch Us Grow and Spread the History of 

Tomball! 

Individual Membership             Family Membership        Business Membership 

        $35.00                   $50.00                  $500.00 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

1. Docent 

2. Friday morning maintenance crew 

3. Write newsletter articles 

4. Help decorate for candlelight tour and other occasions 

5. Help developing and writing grant proposals 

6. Fundraising & membership drive 

7. Research and prepare write-ups on museum artifacts 

8. Take pictures and digitize museum artifacts 

9. Organize and catalog the library 

10. Help to clean and maintain the inter of all buildings 
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