
Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

    Today’s gospel is about faith, which follows a passage on forgiveness Jesus says 

there are times where sin will happen, but woe to anyone through whom they come! 

2 It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to sin. Be on your 

guard! If someone sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, 

you must forgive. If that same person sins against you seven times a day and turns 

back to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them. Forgiveness 

and reconciliation go together.  

     The disciples were genuine in their demand for greater faith. They want to know 

how they can have enough faith for the radical forgiveness that Jesus told them. So, 

the apostles told Jesus - increase our faith!  Obviously, they would have difficulty 

forgiving someone who constantly sinned against them. This is a bold demand that 

is a genuine statement, but it also shows a misunderstanding about faith. So, Jesus 

responds like he normally does when he is confronted and tells them a story. He 

tells them if they had faith as small as a mustard seed they could tell a mulberry tree 

to uproot and plant itself in the sea. Martin Luther tells us in his Preface to Romans, 

“Faith is a work of God in us, which changes us . . . and makes us completely 

different people in heart, mind, senses, and all our powers.” Luther says that we are 

to ask God through prayer to work such faith in us, a faith that does not stop to ask 

if good works are to be done but is busy and active, showing love for our neighbor 

by always doing good for them. Dietrich Bonhoffer writes in Discipleship “It is not 

the good works that create faith.  Instead you are given a situation in which you can 

have faith. The point is to get into such a situation, so that faith is true faith and not 

self-deception.” The only goal is to have true faith in Jesus Christ because faith 

alone is and remains our goal. As Romans 1:17 states “the righteousness of God is 

revealed out of faith into faith.” Indeed, this is a life-transforming faith, one that 

demonstrates the very presence of God moving, alive, and active in God’s people.            

     God told Habakkuk’s oracle that “the righteous live by their faith” Righteousness 

is imparted by God, who creates and claims each of us as one of God’s own and 

bringing us into this family united by Christ by our baptisms and by the faith God 

gives us makes us holy children. Habakkuk declares that the cornerstone of faith is 

humility.  That is why Martin Luther, when asked to name the three great virtues 



said: First humility, second humility and third humility. Faith is a gift from God 

through the Holy Spirit. Being part of this divine family gives us our worth, even 

when we sometimes may feel unworthy.  

     In 2 Timothy, the author writes a history of the faith in Timothy’s family, beginning 

with his grandmother and then passed on to his mother and himself. The author of 

2 Timothy sees a direct continuity between “my ancestors,” that is Judaism, and the 

grace given in Christ Jesus. Lois and Eunice are remembered as having raised 

Timothy in the faith, just as multitudes of mothers and grandmothers have raised 

their children as Christians. Historically, many theologians have described the 

church itself as Mother Church, like Lois rearing the next generation. It is a place 

where children and adults are nurtured. This is how many of us were first brought 

into the family of God: we had faithful parents who knew of their own God-given 

righteousness and then passed this gift on to their children. It is the best gift we can 

give our children and grandchildren. But again, it’s all God’s doing! Life in the 

kingdom requires total devotion to God as the lord of all but it is faith in Christ that 

saves us as we are nurtured by the Holy Spirit. My mother modeled faith for me by 

always going to worship and always being faithful to the church even though the 

church was not always faithful to her. I am not sure I would be if she wasn’t there.  I 

think her and my Aunt Gwen were worried about me because every time I saw them 

they would say “we lit a candle for you.” which I felt comforting. 

     Again, Jesus’ disciples boldly ask their teacher to “Increase our faith” 

(Luke 17:5). They knew that faith was something needed, and Jesus explains that 

even a small amount of faith can do great wonders. What does it mean to have this 

sort of faith, a faith that can serve God’s purposes here to truly be God’s work and 

yet it’s done with our hands? Ed Elliot, writing on the online idea-sharing 

platform Medium, says “Great faith isn’t about how much biblical knowledge you 

have or how much scripture you can memorize and recite. Faith is not only doing 

God’s will it includes complete humble obedience to God’s will and doing whatever 

God calls us to do.  The amount of faith isn’t as important as is the right kind of faith 

- faith in our all-powerful, loving God.   Luther says that we are to ask God to work 

such faith in us through prayer, a faith that does not stop to ask if good works are 

to be done but is busy and active, always doing good for our neighbor.  Luther also 

says in a tract On the Freedom of a Christian whereby faith alone, God sets a person 

utterly, completely, free in Christ. We are lord of all, subject to none. Love binds us 

https://medium.com/@edelliott/great-faith-what-is-it-what-did-jesus-say-about-it-b8747838ad7c


as an utterly dutiful servant to the neighbor, subject to everyone. We don’t like to be 

thought of as slaves but yet we are slaves to sin. The paradox of Christian freedom 

then plays out in faith and love, knowing the goodness of God.  Jesus is the truth, 

the way and the life and the truth will set you free. Amen 


