
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

     Today we hear a story Jesus told to the religious leaders who 

considered wealth to be proof of a person’s righteousness.  Jesus shocks 

them with a story with a different perspective in a way they would 

understand. In ancient times contrasts between the rich and the poor are 

commonplace between the wall of every pre-industrial city.  The gates to 

the city and to the rich persons homes are typically behind a protested 

gate which were closed at night.  The poor are locked out on the other 

side of the gate.  So, the righteous are inside and protected and outside 

are the “other.” 

     There could not be more of a contrast.  The wealthy people, who the 

religious leaders believe were righteous, wore linen underwear imported 

from Egypt and have expensive linens and wore expensive purple 

clothing versus the wretched conditions for a poor man they believed was 

not righteous like Lazarus.  Lazarus is covered with sores which the dogs, 

whom they compete with for table scraps would come and lick. The 5% 

of the poor live just outside the city walls and they are locked just outside 

the city walls at night. They beg in the city during the daytime but were 

put outside the gates at night which were locked.  Lazarus is likely used 

to begging in the elite section of the city since the rich man knows him by 

name.  Lazarus and folks like him are invisible to the righteous who re 

selfish and do not take people in, feed them or care for the poor because 

they are hardhearted and they do not share their great blessings. 

     When poor Lazarus dies he is carried away by angels to be with father 

Abraham but when the rich man dies he is buried and is being tormented 

in Hades, He looks up and sees Abraham and Lazarus next to him at 

quite a distance.  He is taken aback since his world is turned upside down.  

He should be the one next to Abraham living in comfort.  Bewildered he 

calls out to his Father Abraham, not to tell him he was wrong in his beliefs 

but to ask him have mercy on him and to let Lazarus dip the tip of his 

finger in water and to cool his tongue since he is agony in the flames.  



Even in death he feels superior and he wants to treat Lazarus like his 

personal servant.  By calling to father Abraham he wants to be treated 

like a family member.  Abraham calls him son and recognizes him as a 

family member but stands by the reversal of roles. 

     Abraham explains that during his lifetime during his lifetime he 

receives the good things but Lazarus receives evil things but now the 

tables are turned and Lazarus is being comforted so now you are the one 

in agony.  He tells him between us is a big chasm, like the difference 

between you and Lazarus when you were both alive, and none could 

cross from one to the other just like it was for you during your lifetime.  In 

an honor society in the ancient world, it was impossible to be at the 

bottom and climb to the top in the society.  The poor were heavily taxed 

while the rich were not taxed and yet they often ignored the plight of the 

poor and did not the blessings they believed God to them. blessings. 

     The rich man evokes the family connection again when he begs 

Abraham to send Lazarus to the family house to warn his family.  He is 

unrepentant to the end shown be his concern only for what he feels are 

the righteous members for his elite family rather than the poor like 

Lazarus. Not even the proverbial visitor from the dead can convince the 

elite to recognize the poor. Since the elite did not listen to Moses and the 

prophets who told them God’s will was for them to use their blessings to 

take care of the poor so neither will they be convinced by someone from 

the dead. 

     Amos has the unenviable task of telling the righteous elite in Israel 

exactly what they don’t want to hear also telling them they should not feel 

secure because they are no better than the kingdoms that have fallen to 

the enemy.  In fact, those from the Northern Kingdom of Judah who laid 

the ivory beds and lounges on couches, who eat sumptuously and drank 

wine and sang idle songs in the Northern Kingdom of Judah fell to the 

Assyrians.  



     I wanted you to hear that story so I could tell you the good news from 

1 Timothy. Timothy tells us we brought nothing into the world and we can 

take nothing out of it.  As the sayings goes, “you can’t take it with you” If 

we follow a path to be rich we can fall into a trap to our foolish and harmful 

desires which can cause us ruin.  for te love of money is the root of all 

evil.  This is often misquoted as money is the root of all evil but it is the 

love of money which the religious leaders had which can cause people to 

wander from the faith in Christ and instead have grief.  but following Christ 

our contentment is great gain. Timothy implores us to flee from these 

temptations and instead fight the good fight of faith in Christ to pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love endurance and gentleness so there 

will be no Lazarus dying at our doors or the doors of our churches.  

     This is not about good works, which can’t save us, but rather serves 

to refocus the us on what we do with what we have and how our vocations 

serve our neighbors. Virtue is not determined by wealth, type of 

employment, or gender, Virtue is borne out in deeds, not because they 

are good deeds that will get us into heaven since belief in Christ does 

that.  Jesus says no one goes to the Father except through him. I am the 

way and the life.  But belief in Christ opens us to God’s unconditional 

grace so we will be found righteous. This compels us to close the chasm 

between us and the many less fortunate as we help and have 

compassion for others, and a right and close relationship with God. 

Amen. 


