
Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who was, who 

is and has yet to come.  Amen.     

      Today we have the parable of rich landowner who tells his manager who 

wastes his possessions he is going to fire him. We don’t know how long the 

employee has to clear out his desk, but apparently security does not escort him off 

the property. This gives him enough time to win friends and influence the debtors. 

There is no unemployment for the manager, so he is going to use his ability to 

forgive debt and he decides he has enough time to win friends and influence the 

debtors. In his time in the Roman-Greco world money was used to make friends 

where the exchange of money created, maintained and solidified many forms of 

friendship so he decides to leverage the use of money to make friends that can be 

valuable to his future endeavors. 

   The manager looks at the situation and understands his options are limited. He 

feels he is in no shape for manual labor and has too much pride to beg (which is 

the only option for the unemployed at that time since there is no unemployment 

agency) so he quickly moves forward with his plan to ingratiate himself to the 

debtors.  One option would have been, was to use his position to leverage more 

wealth for the rich man in an attempt to reclaim his position or mitigate the 

damage to his reputation or employment status. But instead, he chooses to 

change his orientation to the rich man’s debtors as the solution for his future 

livelihood. This self-preserving choice to be dishonest benefits the rich man and 

his reputation and also his neighbors. He forgave some of the debt from the 

debtors asking them to reduce the amount owed.    

     The manager contacts each of the debtors and significantly reduces their 

debts. Barb Rossing, the New Testament Professor from LSTC in Chicago gives 

us a glimpse at the economics of Roman-occupied Galilee in the first century. 

Money was used to make friends where the exchange of money created, 

maintained and solidified many forms of friendship. Rich landlords and rulers were 

loan-sharks, using exorbitant interest rates to amass more land and to disinherit 

peasants of their family land. This is in direct violation of biblical covenantal law of 

not collecting interest. The rich man along with his manager or debt collector, were 

both exploiting desperate peasants. Wealthy landlords in Jesus’ day created 

“ways to charge interest under other guises,” often hiding interest by rolling it into 



the principal. New Testament scholar William Herzog (the Sallie Knowles Crozer 

Professor of New Testament Interpretation at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity 

School)   feels that the focus of the parable was not on a vision of the glory of the 

reign of God but on the gory details of the way oppression served the interests of 

the ruling class. He states the parable was a form of social analysis, as well as a 

form of theological reflection and explains, “The hidden interest rates appear to 

have been about 25 percent for money and 50 percent for goods.” The 

manipulative manager was probably extracting his own cut of the profits, on top of 

the 50% layer for the landlord, and the additional payment for Rome. Therefore, 

when he reduces the payments, the manager may have been simply forgiving his 

own cut of the interest. Or he may have been doing what the law of God 

commands, namely forgiving all the hidden interest in the contracts. Therefore, “to 

ingratiate himself with the debtors, he had them recuse the amount they owed on 

their bills to exactly the amount they borrowed, eliminating the hidden and 

prohibited interest.” The rich man whose reputation is enhanced recognizes that 

he needs at least to appear to be observing covenant laws, commends his 

manager. 

     Since the manager is participates in an exploitative system that benefits only 

the wealthy at the expense of the rest, maybe the ancient hearers of this story 

would not have viewed the manager’s choice and master’s loss with pity or 

solidarity. Where should we have our focus in today’s complex world? 

     The way we use our money and how we advocate for the oppressed is an 

indicator of our trust in Christ. In the Greco-Roman world a slave could be owned 

by two masters.  But the masters of Manna and God are so diametrically opposed 

this makes it impossible to serve God and money at the same time.  The first two 

commandments tell us we are to love God and we should not have any idols 

before him. Money is the idol that can interfere with focusing on and loving God. 

Lovers of money are not necessarily wealthy but rather those who do not use their 

money to assist the poor. Our actions around money should not be totally 

self=preserving but should include those who Jesus talked about-the hungry, the 

homeless, the sick, etc. As Luther warned about money or mammon 500 years 

ago, “‘Many a person thinks he has God and everything he needs when he has 

money and property, in them he trusts and of them he boasts so stubbornly and 

securely that he cares for no one. Surely such a man also has a god — mammon 



by name, that is, money and possessions — on which he fixes his whole heart. It 

is the most common idol on earth.” 

     Here’s the thing.  We cannot buy our way into heaven.  Because of Christ’s 

resurrection our belief in Christ opens us to God’s unconditional grace and grace 

where we will be viewed by God as perfect. this gives us the freedom to help 

others without fear of our future, unlike the dishonest manager, we can focus on 

loving God and loving our neighbors.  We are called to use our resources to keep 

our focus on God and not ourselves.  Money can be used for good or evil so we 

want to make sure we use our money for good recognizing the power of money as 

we make sure it is used wisely, We do not want to squander our mney like the 

dishonest manager but rather use it in ways that foster faith and obedience, The 

money we use to help the less fortunate is treasure stored in heaven. Finally, we 

give our money to God in relationship to the many blessings we have in life. 

Amen. 


