
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who was, 

is and will always be. Amen. 

9/11/01. We remember. A date where that will also go down in infamy where 19 

hijackings and suicide attempts by 19 radical Islamist radical terrorists changed air 

travel and overall security in the United States forever. People remember where they 

were when images of the Twin Towers show a plane crash into the North tower, trying 

to prosses this terrible accident when then a second plane crashed into the South 

tower, showing the first crash was not an accident but part of an attack on the 

landmark of the twin towers. We starred with disbelief as these huge buildings caught 

fire, spewing flaming rubbish to the ground below as they crumbled in front of our eyes, 

changing the skyline of New York City. TV cameras shoed people fleeing from the 

building. In today’s lesson Moses told the people go down at once! Only six people in 

the World Trade Center towers at the time of their collapse survived. 2,763 were 

killed. Almost 10,000 others were treated for injuries, many severe. We also heard 

of hijackers who crashed a plane into the Pentagon where 189 people were killed, 

including 64 on American Airlines Flight 77, the airliner that struck the building. Then 

we heard about people on another plane attacking the hijackers so their plane never 

reached the intended target. All 44 people aboard were killed. Its intended target 

is not known, but theories include the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the Camp 

David presidential retreat in Maryland or one of several nuclear power plants 

along the eastern seaboard. Each plane was bound for California and was chosen 

because they were full of fuel. Then we heard the stories of the heroic first responders 

and then the tragic stories of those that were killed. 

Following this tragedy people flocked to churches for about 6 weeks and then -- -

they stopped coming. Fear drove people to the churches and then many stopped 

coming. Church leaders everywhere were wondering, what happened. Why did people 

just come for a short period of time? It is something worth contemplating. Coming out 

of WW2 the churches were packed and it had decreased every year since then. During 

Covid where over a million people in this country died obviously people stopped 

coming but now that things are relatively safe church attendance is down, with many 

congregations closing. Again, we contemplate why. When some people have fear and 

anxiety they put their trust in God, while others seem to pull away. This is a conundrum 

we need to try to figure out.. As Christians we cannot be “selling” church to people but 

we need to communicate clearly and distinctly when the tomb was found empty people 

we no longer have 
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anything to fear. Because of that we have the freedom to help others knowing our 

future is secure and we have nothing to fear. 

Jesus defeated death. Because of our belief in Christ, we are open to God’s 

unconditional love and grace and we will be perfect in the eyes of God. This is not 

anything we have done but it is what God has done for us. Jesus will continue to 

pursue us, the same way he pursues even one lost sheep and will ask people to 

rejoice for the one lost sheep. As he says, there is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Often people in our churches struggle 

with their inherent God-given worth because we live in a society that attributes 

worth to what we have, our career, and a myriad of other factors. Today’s parables 

show the value of one in any group, whether we stray like sheep or are lost by 

accident like a coin. Everyone has a place here and there is a place for you here. 

Jesus was criticized for eating with sinners, as they grumbled, he welcomes 

them and eats with him. Today, you will have an opportunity to eat with sinners. 

We are all sinners and all fall short to the glory of God. We are the lost sheep and 

the lost coin. Paul was a persecutor against the followers of Jesus and thanks 

God for God’s mercy and grace in finding him. In this instance Paul was the 

sheep and the coin that God went searching for and found and cured his 

blindness so he could be an evangelist for Christ. When we are separate from 

God it is good to know Jesus continues to seek us out, regardless. 

In times of crisis, we cannot move slowly. We have to ask ourselves, in what 

ways are we, and are we not, in crisis? In what ways is our faith community being 

called to act quickly for God’s mission? To do this we need a new and right spirit 

within us. Amen.



 


