
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.       

     As Jesus continues to travel to Jerusalem, the crowds that are traveling with 

Jesus are large.  He offers hope to these followers who feel there is no hope. 

Their enthusiasm needs to be dampened by a sense of reality. Jesus tells the 

large crowds to follow him they need to hate family and even life itself. Whoa. That 

word “hate” hits us right in the face the same way I’m sure it did them.  Does 

Jesus really want you to hate your family or yourself? Of course not! When we 

interpret scripture, we look at the context of each book, chapter, story, and even 

verse. Taken literally, Jesus is advocating for his disciples to hate their families, 

which is contrary to his overall message of loving others. Keep in mind, in Jesus 

time, the patriarchal family unit was the glue that held things together. Marriage 

was the heart of family. The very first direction that God gave to Adam and Eve 

was that a man should leave his father and mother cling to his wife, that the two 

should become one, and that they should increase and multiply. The Hebrew, ah, 

and the Aramaic, aha, could be used to refer to brothers, sisters, half-brothers, 

half-sisters, cousins, and even other near relations. Extended family networks 

were essential for survival. It was every Jewish person’s duty to maintain and 

depend upon these ties.  

     That is why asking people to hate their family members would be quite 

shocking to the listeners. But interpreting the verse as hyperbole, we understand 

the point Jesus is making. He is teaching that where there is “hate” there are no 

“ties that bind.” The thought is not psychological hate but rather renunciation. 

Jesus is not calling his followers to hate their families in terms of emotional 

response; instead, he calls for undivided loyalty to himself above family. Jesus is 

ultimately calling people to a relational priority not limited to blood relationships. 

Instead, Jesus is calling for a broader understanding of family, rooted in the 

common humanity of all people.   

     Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book Discipleship says “if the disciples want it or not, 

they have to decide which each has to decide alone.  It isn’t their own choice to 

desire to be a single individual.   Christ makes everyone he calls into an individual. 

Each is called alone. Each must follow alone.”  Out of fear for aloneness 

Bonhoeffer says human beings seek safety in in the things and people around 

them. Individuals discover all their responsibilities and cling to them.  Therefore, 



he says under their cover they want to make their decision, but they do not want to 

stand up alone in Jesus to have to decide with only Jesus in view.  But at that 

moment neither father or mother, neither spouse or child, neither nation or history 

cover a person being called.  He states that Christ intends for us as individuals to 

be lonely.  As individuals we should see only he one who has called them. 

Kierkegaard agrees when he states “for Christianity is accessible to all, to be sure, 

but-note well-this occurs through and only through each one’s becoming an 

individual, the single individual.  

    This is not a decision as an individual we make lightly. Both the tower builder 

and the king sit down as they contemplate there building project or if they have 

enough soldiers so they will not be defeated to discover the ramifications. Carrying 

the cross and following Jesus is necessary to be his disciple.  The same way 

giving up all our possessions.  We cannot allow our possessions to have a hold on 

us which is detrimental to following Jesus. So, Jesus gives this awestruck crowd 

who have seen his miracles and signs and offer hope a dose of reality.  There is a 

cost in being a follower of Jesus.  Without cost, if forgiveness is totally free, Jesus 

would not have to die.  When we come forward for holy communion, we are 

indeed following Jesus and his cross. Today’s contemporary Church has to 

wrestle in a market driven world the reality of following a radical, counter-cultural 

prophet. His message and actions will not always be palatable to many or easy to 

follow.  

     Do you own your possessions or do your possessions own you? Jesus is 

saying our possessions are a barrier to following faithfully. We can tell ourselves 

this is not about us.  Just think about how many possessions you have that we 

store is stored up in our homes and attics and garages (some of the latter with no 

room for cars) or in a storage facility. 

     In Christ, freedom comes from letting go. Freedom comes through giving away 

and trusting Jesus. In Christ we are free people. Free to choose life, free to 

choose faithfulness, and free to open our arms wide and receive the free grace of 

God. This is the God who chooses to never stop loving us. Good news indeed. 

Amen. 

 


