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Visitors WELCOME! If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign 

our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed 

through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the back 

of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or 

activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili. You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us. We believe that Holy 

Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 

an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as acceptance of the 

scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his body and blood in 

the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight. We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-

worth of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance 

required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, Holy 

Communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate 

them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding 

minister begins: 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who 

loves us beyond our days. 

C:   Amen. 

P:   Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as 

Jesus does. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: God of mercy and forgiveness,  

C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good 

creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. Amen. 

P: Beloved of God: God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on 

the road. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Journey now in 

God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



GATHERING SONG We’ve Come This Far by Faith ELW 633 

 Refrain  

 We've come this far by faith, 

 leaning on the Lord; 

 trusting in his holy word, 

 he's never failed us yet. 

 Oh, can't turn around, 

 we've come this far by faith. 

 We've come this far by faith. 
 

 Just remember 

 the good things God has done, 

 things that seemed impossible; 

 oh, praise him for the vict'ries he has won. 

 Oh!   Refrain 
 

 Don't be discouraged 

 with trouble in your life; 

 he'll bear your burdens, 

 and move all the discord and strife. 

 Oh!   Refrain 

 

GREETING   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

Renew us with your saving pow’r; 

create in us new hearts! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 



C: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 

weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with 

fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this 

prophet to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world 

and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the 

righteous will live by faith. 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

 2O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not listen? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 4So the law becomes slack 

  and justice never prevails. 

 The wicked surround the righteous— 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 

  and station myself on the rampart; 

 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 



 2Then the Lord answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

  make it plain on tablets, 

  so that a runner may read it. 

 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

  it will surely come, it will not delay. 

 4Look at the proud! 

  Their spirit is not right in them, 

  but the righteous live by their faith. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 37:1-9 

Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord. (Ps. 37:5) 

 1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 

 2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 

  and like the green grass fade away. 

 3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 

  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 

 4Take delight in the LORD, 

  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  

 5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 

  and see what God will do. 

 6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 

 7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds 

in evil schemes. 

 8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 



 9For evildoers shall be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.  

 

SECOND READING    2 Timothy 1:1-14 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the 

face of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of 

God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise 

of life that is in Christ Jesus, 

 2To Timothy, my beloved child: 

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 

day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I 

am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 

Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason 

I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on 

of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-discipline. 

 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 

prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of 

God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 

works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us 

in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through 

the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a 

herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 

am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am 

sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold 

to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with 

the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 



Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 10, Page 205 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: 

open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; 

speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing 

for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT  Luke 17:5-10 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith 

and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of 

servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than works 

seeking reward. 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you 

had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 

plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place 

at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on 

your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and 

drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you 

also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are 

worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’  

”The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



SERMON Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY We Walk by Faith ELW 635 

We walk by faith and not by sight; 

with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

"My peace be with you here." 
 

We may not touch your hands and side, 

nor follow where you trod; 

but in your promise we rejoice, 

and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

and may our faith abound 

to call on you when you are near 

and seek where you are found: 
 

For you, O resurrected Lord, 

are found in means divine: 

beneath the water and the word, 

beneath the bread and wine. 
 

And when our life of faith is done, 

in realms of clearer light 

may we behold you as you are,  

with full and endless sight. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 



 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let 

us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 

creation.  

(A brief silence) 

A: We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve 

following the example of Christ. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light 

of your gospel. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster: relieve those affected by 

floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders 

self-discipline in all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A: For those who are serving in our armed forces: guide and protect them. 

Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations. We pray 

especially for Beth & Ryan, Coen, Jacob, Jonathan, Irene, and Alex. God of 

grace,  

C: hear our prayer. 

A: For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been 

harmed and protect those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick, especially 

for those we silently lift before you now. (a brief moment for those names to be 

shared in prayer).  God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

(Ahren, Anne & Bob, Bev, Dan, David, John, Jon, Jordan, Lawton, Lera and 

family, Linda and TIm) 

A: For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and 

inspire councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all 

may know your love. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We especially lift up to you today, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod 

Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs 

as they live out their callings to serve.  

As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the 

leaders and the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church in Sidney. God of 

grace. 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have 

died. Bring us all to eternal life with you. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious 

God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. 

C: Amen. 



GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with 

truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in 

faith, hope, and love.  

C:  Amen. 

 

 



SENDING HYMN    Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises! ELW 535 

Refrain 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness. 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness.  Repeat 

 

Christ the Lord to us said:  

I am wine, I am bread, 

I am wine, I am bread,  

give to all who thirst and hunger.   Refrain 
 

Now he sends us all out,  

strong in faith, free of doubt, 

strong in faith, free of doubt.  

Tell to all the joyful gospel.   Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving. You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our website 

at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

SUNDAY, October 2, 2022    

10:00 AM - Worship Service with Sunday School 

MONDAY, October 3, 2022    

6:30 PM - Worship Committee Meeting 

TUESDAY, October 4, 2022  

7:00 PM – Bible Study via ZOOM 

WEDNESDAY, October 5, 2022 

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

5:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

SUNDAY, October 9, 2022  

10:00 AM - Worship Service with Sunday School  

 


