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Visitors WELCOME! If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign 

our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed 

through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the back 

of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or 

activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili. You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us. We believe that Holy 

Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 

an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as acceptance of the 

scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his body and blood in 

the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight. We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy 

hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks 

and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 

1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding 

minister begins: 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures 

forever. 

C:   Amen. 

P:   Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as 

Jesus does. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: God of mercy and forgiveness, 

C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good 

creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. Amen. 

P: Beloved of God: God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on 

the road.   As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Journey now in 

God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



GATHERING SONG God’s Work, Our Hands ACS 1000 

 
 

 



GREETING   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 

yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving 

care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 

things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING  Exodus 32:7-14 

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden 

calf to worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an 

angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are 

God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 

7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought 

up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to 

turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves 

an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These 

are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 
9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they 

are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I 

may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 

 11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 



with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and 

to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; 

change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own 

self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, 

and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 

shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster 

that he planned to bring on his people. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 51:1-10 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.        

    5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 



 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me.  

 

SECOND READING     1 Timothy 1:12-17 

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they 

contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy 

shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even 

the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was 

formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received 

mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying 

is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received 

mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him 

for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 

honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 8, Page 188 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT  Luke 15:1-10 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost 

being found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each 

of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 

and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 

after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my 

sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. 

 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 

light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When 

she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 

with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is 

joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.      C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace  ELW 779 
 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 



the hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we'd first begun. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 



 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let 

us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 

creation.  

(A brief silence) 

A: Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your 

church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to 

strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. 

As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and 

habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. 

Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, 

peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Your protection brings peace for those who are serving in our armed forces. 

We pray especially for Beth & Ryan, Coen, Jacob, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and 

Alex. God of grace,  

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out 

those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction 

or illness. Provide for those in any need. We pray especially for those we 

silently lift before you now. (a brief moment for those names to be shared in 

prayer) God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 



(Ahren, Anne & Bob, the family of Caleb Sandoval, Dan, David, John, Jon, Jordan, Lawton, 

Lera and family, Linda, Rob, Tara and Tim) 

A: Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, 

and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we serve our 

neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We especially lift up to you today, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod 

Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs 

as they live out their callings to serve.  

As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the 

leaders and the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church in Saginaw. God of 

grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us 

thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and 

receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, 

we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 



C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with 

truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in 

faith, hope, and love. 

C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ELW 538 

The Lord now sends us forth 

with hands to serve and give, 

to make of all the earth 

a better place to live.  Repeat 
 

The angels are not sent 

into our world of pain 

to do what we were meant 

to do in Jesus' name; 

that falls to you and me 

and all who are made free. 

Help us, O Lord, we pray, 



to do your will today.  Repeat 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving. You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our website 

at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 



ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

SUNDAY, September 11th      

10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Sunday School 

Rally Day 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Potluck 

WEDNESDAY, September 14th    

10:00 AM – Gather Bible Study 

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

THURSDAY, September 15th    

1:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

SUNDAY, September 18th   

  10:00 AM - Worship Service 


