
Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

     Today’s gospel starts out with very comforting words of an 

unqualified promise about God.  God’s desire is the root God’s 

generosity. Jesus previously told us to trust God while seeking the 

kingdom. A flock is helpless in the face of danger and hence are liable 

to be afraid but Jesus commands them to not be afraid. If a person 

seeks heavenly treasure the implication is their heart is directed in the 

right way whereas if a person piles up earthly treasure, the evidence 

shows their heart is earthbound and is not truly related to God. The 

current comforting words remind us that the point isn’t to coax a grumpy 

or frugal deity into being nice to us. Rather, God eagerly wants the 

kingdom to take root in the real, lived experiences of Jesus’s followers. 

Why? Because of God’s good pleasure.  “Do not be afraid,” is normally 

the introduction to the announcement of God’s mighty and saving 

deeds. “Do not be afraid” is the starting point and anchor for everything 

else in this passage. It is God’s good pleasure, which is God’s intention, 

plan, and delight to give the kingdom!  

     Quickly, the comfort and confidence we have is challenged when we 

are told to sell our possessions and use the proceeds to help others by 

giving alms. By amassing wealth Jesus tells the disciples they can 

become unfit for the day of judgement; by amassing wealth they can 

become poor with regards to what really matters.  If they are afraid to 

have a proper sense of priorities and are unwilling to escape the rat 

race for wealth they should have faith in the heavenly Father who 

assuredly provides for those who seek his kingdom.  They should be 

prepared to give away their earthly wealth and find a heavenly treasure 

in its place.  

     The reason for them and us to do this is to resist the seduction of 

wealth, Money is the largest obstacle in having a clear focus on our 

relationship with God.  Manna (money) is our biggest idol and God 



commands no other idol should come before him. We can keep money 

from being our idol and taking a grip on our life when we use money 

wisely by focusing on using our money to help others instead of 

accumulating wealth. If we are using money to help others we are 

storing up treasures in heaven. These are the treasures no thief can 

steal or we cannot lose. The other advantage is it keeps us from falling 

prey to constant anxiety and worldly needs when we are willing to share 

what we have with others, and wait with great anticipation, for the 

Parousia, the second coming of the Son of Man. 

     We tend to think of the kingdom of God as a future event and an 

earthly visible kingdom. The kingdom of God is present now in 

Christ.  

     Jesus talks about 1) the certainty of his return 2) the uncertainty of 

his timing 3) the preset as an opportunity for faithful service and 4) the 

relationship between present diligence and future awards and 

punishments. Be ready for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour. The injunction “Be dressed and ready” calls us to be prepared to 

move at once, as the Israelites were on the night of the Passover in 

Egypt. Our lamps are to be burning, the light of faith as our guide. Jesus 

can reveal to us God’s tremendous love only when we are willing to 

make the changes called for in the light of faith. We are the servants 

awaiting the return of Christ, not only at the end of time when he will 

come again to judge the living and the death, but also whenever he 

comes in the events of our daily life. 

     The opening parable likens the disciples to servants waiting 

unexpectedly for the return of their Master at night and challenges 

cultural mores when the Master serves the servants. This is unheard of 

in their society where the Master of the house waits on the table, yet 

that is what happens when Christ invites us, welcomes us, forgives us 

as we are served the bread and wine.   



     This is followed by a warning against unreadiness as a homeowner 

who fears the coming of the burglar. The idea is not so much of a return 

of the master but stresses the return as the coming of an event for 

which the disciples must be prepared. The injunction “Be dressed and 

ready” calls us to be prepared to move at once, as the Israelites were 

on the night of the Passover in Egypt. Our lamps are to be burning, the 

light of faith as our guide. Jesus can reveal to us God’s tremendous 

love only when we are willing to make the changes called for in the light 

of faith. We are the servants awaiting the return of Christ, not only at the 

end of time when he will come again to judge the living and the death, 

but also whenever he comes in the events of our daily life. 

    What does it mean to be faithful? Luke gives us four different images 

of the life of faithfulness: 1) we are a flock that is well shepherded - we 

put our trust in Jesus, the Good Shepherd 2) we put our money into 

sturdy purses where we use our money wisely by using it to help others 

as God intends and our treasure is stored in heaven 3) we are like the 

slaves served at table by the master-  We are fed today at holy 

communion today.  Another image that might help is the foot washing 

re-enacted on Maundy Thursday. where the Master serves and 4) our 

lives are broken into by God’s very self at an unexpected time and we 

should be ready. Ready or not he may come anytime! Amen. 


