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Visitors WELCOME! If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign 

our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed 

through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the back 

of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or 

activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili. You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us. We believe that Holy 

Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 

an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as acceptance of the 

scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his body and blood in 

the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight. We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy 

baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that 

same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be 

more inviting still. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding 

minister begins: 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures 

forever. 

C:   Amen. 

P:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 

own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the 

best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often 

passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us 

from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 

delights in granting pardon and mercy. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. You are free to love as God loves. 

C: Amen. 

 



GATHERING SONG Gather Us In ELW 532 
 

 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

 now is the darkness vanished away; 

 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

 brought here to you in the light of this day. 

 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

 we are the old who yearn for your face; 

 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 

 called to be light to the whole human race. 

 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

 Here we will take the wine and the water, 

 here we will take the bread of new birth, 

 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

 give us to eat the bread that is you; 

 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

 not in some heaven, light years away— 

 here in this place the new light is shining, 

 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

 Gather us in and hold us forever, 

 gather us in and make us your own; 



 gather us in, all peoples together, 

 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 

GREETING   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who 

are humble. Give us the humility of your Son that we may embody the 

generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING Proverbs 25:6-7 

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom 

literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for 

the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility. 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 

  or stand in the place of the great; 

 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 

  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 112 

The righteous are merciful and full of compassion. (Ps. 112:4) 



 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

  the generation of the upright will be blessed.  

 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

 5It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 6For they will never be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  

 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

 8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast 

forever; 

   they will hold up their head with honor. 

 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 

and pine away; 

  the desires of the wicked will perish.  

 

SECOND READING    Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the 

conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus 

Christ. 

1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember 

those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are 

being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be 

held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will 

judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, 



and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or 

forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence, 

 “The Lord is my helper; 

  I will not be afraid. 

 What can anyone do to me?” 

 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually 

offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his 

name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 8, Page 188 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT  Luke 14:1, 7-14 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the 

opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. 

Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to 

those in need. 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 

parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 

down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 

been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and 



say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start 

to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 

lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move 

up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table 

with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or 

a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 

neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 

repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 

and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 

you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.      C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY I Come with Joy ELW 482 

I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 
 

I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 
 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 



and strangers now are friends. 
 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 
 

Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 



THE PRAYERS 

A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer.  

(A brief silence) 

A: For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and 

bishops who serve and teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of 

invitation that reaches ever outward. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us 

reverent awe for the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers 

and streams, forests and deserts. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of 

those who pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all 

immigrants and refugees and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin or 

religious beliefs. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For those who are serving in our armed forces. Make a way for peace and 

collaboration among the nations. We pray especially for Beth & Ryan, Coen, 

Jacob, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those 

who live in isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. 

Comfort all who are sick or grieving. We pray especially for those we silently lift 

before you now. (a brief moment for those names to be shared in prayer) 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

(Ahren, Anne & Bob, the family of Caleb Sandoval, Dan, David, John, Jon, Jordan, 

Lawton, Lera and family, Lori & family, Rob Tara and Tim) 



A: For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, 

teachers, and youth ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our 

witness to invite others to the table. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: We especially lift up to you today, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod 

Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs 

as they live out their callings to serve.  

As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the 

leaders and the congregation of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Rose City. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For all the saints who confessed God’s name, we give thanks. May we 

cling to the promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 

today, and forever. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 

your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    All Are Welcome ELW 641 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 



to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:   Refrain 
 

Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:   Refrain 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:   Refrain 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:   Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Acknowledgments 

▪ OneLicense.net, License #A-703165. 

▪ CCLI, License #2281869. 

▪ From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23806. 

▪ New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving. You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our website 

at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28th    

10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Pantry – Baked Beans  

Newsletter Deadline 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31st   

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th   

  10:00 AM - Worship Service   

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5th  

Labor Day 


