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Visitors WELCOME! If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign 

our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed 

through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the back 

of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or 

activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili. You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us. We believe that Holy 

Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 

an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as acceptance of the 

scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his body and blood in 

the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight. We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is 

God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the 

“little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal 

gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding 

minister begins: 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures 

forever. 

C:   Amen. 

P:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 

own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the 

best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often 

passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us 

from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 

delights in granting pardon and mercy. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. You are free to love as God loves. 

C: Amen. 

 



GATHERING SONG Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855 
 

 Crown him with many crowns, 

 the Lamb upon his throne; 

 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 

 all music but its own. 

 Awake, my soul, and sing 

 of him who died for thee, 

 and hail him as thy matchless king 

 through all eternity. 
 

 Crown him the virgin's Son, 

 the God incarnate born, 

 whose arm those crimson trophies won 

 which now his brow adorn; 

 fruit of the mystic rose, 

 yet of that rose the stem, 

 the root whence mercy ever flows, 

 the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

 Crown him the Lord of love-- 

 behold his hands and side, 

 rich wounds, yet visible above, 

 in beauty glorified. 

 No angels in the sky 

 can fully bear that sight, 

 but downward bend their burning eyes 

 at mysteries so bright. 
 

 Crown him the Lord of life, 

 who triumphed o'er the grave 

 and rose victorious in the strife 

 for those he came to save. 

 His glories now we sing, 

 who died and rose on high, 



 who died, eternal life to bring, 

 and lives that death may die. 
 

 Crown him the Lord of years, 

 the potentate of time, 

 creator of the rolling spheres, 

 ineffably sublime. 

 All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

 For thou hast died for me; 

 thy praise and glory shall not fail 

 throughout eternity. 

 

GREETING   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 

church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be 

ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6 

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir 

and that his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s 

promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous. 



1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 

afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram 

said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 

of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me 

no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word 

of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very 

own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and 

the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 33:12-22 

Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we place our hope in you. (Ps. 33:22) 
 

 12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 

 13The LORD looks down from heaven 

  and sees all humankind. 

 14God sits firmly enthroned and watches 

  all who dwell on the earth. 

 15God fashions all their hearts 

  and observes all their deeds.  

 16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 

  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 

 17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it cannot save. 

 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 

  upon those who wait for your steadfast love 

 19to deliver their lives from death 

  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  

 20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 

  our helper and our shield. 



 21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 

  for in your holy name we put our trust. 

 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 

  even as we place our hope in you.  

  

SECOND READING    Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in 

every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an 

unknown future and to receive the promise of God. 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 

seen was made from things that are not visible. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 

was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 

going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 

foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 

the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, 

even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 

considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and 

this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 

heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 

distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers 

and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear 

that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that 

they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, 

they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 2, Page 124 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT  Luke 12:32-40 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. 

Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always 

ready to receive from God and to give to others. 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses 

for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 

thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are 

waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may 

open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those 

slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 

fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 

them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 

them so, blessed are those slaves. 

 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.      C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Pastor Carl Ballard 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764 

 

 Have no fear, little flock; 

 have no fear, little flock, 

 for the Father has chosen 

 to give you the kingdom; 

 have no fear, little flock! 
 

 Have good cheer, little flock; 

 have good cheer, little flock, 

 for the Father will keep you 

 in his love forever; 

 have good cheer, little flock! 
 

 Praise the Lord high above; 

 praise the Lord high above, 

 for he stoops down to heal you, 

 uplift and restore you; 

 praise the Lord high above! 
 

 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

 thankful hearts raise to God, 

 for he stays close beside you, 

 in all things works with you; 

 thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 



 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer.  

(A brief silence) 

A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the 

gospel with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and 

hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and 

sustain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places 

of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in 

places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with 

compassion and justice. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Let your lovingkindness be upon those who are serving in our armed 

forces. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations. We pray 



especially for Beth & Ryan, Coen, Jacob, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for 

your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out 

to you. We pray especially for those we silently lift before you now. (a brief 

moment for those names to be shared in prayer)   Help us to trust your promise 

and not be afraid. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

(Ahren, Anne & Bob, the family of Caleb Sandoval, Dan, David, John, Jon, Jordan, 

Lawton, Lera and family, Lori & family, Rob, Tara and Tim) 

A: Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to 

strive for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this 

congregation and all who care for those in need. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: We especially lift up to you today, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod 

Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs 

as they live out their callings to serve.  

As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the 

leaders and the congregation of St. James Lutheran Church in Rogers City. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in 

you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise 

of new life. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 

your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C: Amen. 

 



 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN    We Walk by Faith ELW 635 



 

We walk by faith and not by sight; 

with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

"My peace be with you here." 
 

We may not touch your hands and side, 

nor follow where you trod; 

but in your promise we rejoice, 

and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

and may our faith abound 

to call on you when you are near 

and seek where you are found: 
 

For you, O resurrected Lord, 

are found in means divine: 

beneath the water and the word, 

beneath the bread and wine. 
 

And when our life of faith is done, 

in realms of clearer light 

may we behold you as you are,  

with full and endless sight. 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving. You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our website 

at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2022    

10:00 AM - Worship Service  

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2022  

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022  

1:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022  

  10:00 AM - Worship Service   


