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Visitors WELCOME! If this is your first time worshipping 

with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the 

sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed through 

worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call the church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room 

(off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for 

younger children and includes a sound system so parents 

may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's 

bulletins, activities and crayons. Please see an usher if 

you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take 

home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it 

home, please leave it in the back of the church and we will 

make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are 

available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who 

has an interest in our small groups or activities! You can 

also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. 

The office email address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. 

Our director of music is Elene Kobulashvili. You may leave 

a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All 

baptized, communing Christians are invited to celebrate 

Communion with us. We believe that Holy Communion 

requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as 

http://www.stpaul-el.org/
mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


Savior, and an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as 

well as acceptance of the scriptural teaching of the Real 

Presence of Christ with his body and blood in the 

Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. Kay 

always makes the most delicious snacks to our delight. 

We would love this opportunity to introduce you to the St. 

Paul community. 

 
 
 



P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. 

This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what the 

Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice 

at all the wonderful things God is doing. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of 

baptism as the presiding minister begins: 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose 

steadfast love endures forever. 

C:   Amen. 

P:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 

one another.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting 

others before ourselves, we long to take the best 

seats at the table. When met by those in need, we 

have too often passed by on the other side. Set us 

again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and 

free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 



P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us 

according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and 

mercy. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. You are 

free to love as God loves. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock

  ELW 862 
 

 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

 The wind, the waves are high. 

 You hold me when the waves are strong. 

 You hold me lest I die, I die. 

 Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

 My desert sand is dry. 

 You break the rock, a river flows. 

 You hear me when I cry, I cry. 

 Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

 You calm the fear and pain. 

 One word of faith and I am well, 

 I rise to praise and walk again. 

 Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

 You host the table set. 



 We break the bread, we drink the cup; 

 we know whom we have met, have met. 

 Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

 The Easter grave is sealed; 

 you roll the stone--you, God alone-- 

 then sin and death are healed, are healed. 

 Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

 You stood high on a hill. 

 A holy cloud: you are on high. 

 Be still, my heart, be still, be still. 

 Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 

 

GREETING   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

KYRIE  ELW Setting 2, Page 120 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being 

of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as 

fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we 

cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of 

mind and body, so that even when we suffer because 

of human sin, we may rise victorious through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 58:9b-14 

God promises those who have returned from exile that 

where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt 



and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new 

beginnings. 

 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The Lord will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 

 13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 

  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 

 if you call the sabbath a delight 

  and the holy day of the Lord honorable; 

 if you honor it, not going your own ways, 

  serving your own interests, or pursuing your own 

affairs; 

 14then you shall take delight in the Lord, 

  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 

 I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 

  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 



Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 103:1-8 

The Lord crowns you with mercy and steadfast 

love. (Ps. 103:4) 

 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

 5who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel. 

 8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

 

SECOND READING    Hebrews 12:18-29 

Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking 

vision of the new covenant of God made possible in Christ. 

There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in 

Christ into which we are invited. 



18You have not come to something that can be touched, a 

blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a 

tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose 

words made the hearers beg that not another word be 

spoken to them. 20(For they could not endure the order 

that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 

shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the 

sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22But you have 

come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are 

enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the 

spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 

that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; 

for if they did not escape when they refused the one who 

warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we 

reject the one who warns from heaven! 26At that time his 

voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet 

once more I will shake not only the earth but also the 

heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 

removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so 

that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28Therefore, 

since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable 

worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our God is a 

consuming fire. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 2, Page 124 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT Luke 13:10-17 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the thirteenth 

chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new 

beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow 

reading of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by 

expanding “sabbath work” to include setting people free 

from bondage. 

10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on 

the sabbath. 11And just then there appeared a woman with 

a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was 

bent over and was quite unable to stand up 

straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and 

said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When 

he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up 

straight and began praising God. 14But the leader of the 

synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the 

sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on 

which work ought to be done; come on those days and be 



cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord 

answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of 

you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the 

manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not 

this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound 

for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on 

the sabbath day?” 17When he said this, all his opponents 

were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at 

all the wonderful things that he was doing. 

The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

SERMON Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Be Our Light

  ELW 715 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 



Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.   Refrain 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.    Refrain 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone.   Refrain 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.   Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 



 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near 

to the Holy One in prayer.  

(A brief silence) 

A: You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. 

Guide us continually in our baptismal covenant to strive for 

justice and peace in all the earth. Use our diverse gifts in 

service to the whole people of God. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: You satisfy the needs of all creatures. Protect the 

habitats of fish and birds. Repair ecosystems damaged by 

misuse, neglect, or natural disaster, that all creation may 

thrive. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the 

rulers and leaders of nations with your compassion and 

mercy. Raise up activists and community organizers to 

restore places affected by violence, poverty, and 

inequality. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: You provide protection for those who are serving in our 

armed forces. Make a way for peace and collaboration 

among the nations. We pray especially for Beth & Ryan, 

Coen, Jacob, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. Merciful 

God,  

C: receive our prayer. 

A: You provide justice for all who are oppressed and 

relief to all who are afflicted. Heal those who are bent over 

by addiction, depression, and anxiety. Set free all who cry 

out under the weight of mental, emotional, or physical 

distress. We pray especially for those we silently lift before 

you now. (a brief moment for those names to be shared in 

prayer) Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

(Ahren, Anne & Bob, the family of Caleb Sandoval, Dan, 

David, John, Jon, Jordan, Lawton, Lera and family, Lori & 

family, Rob, Tara and Tim) 

A: You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our 

bodies, minds, and spirits in this worshiping assembly. 

Give rest to all who lead our congregation in worship, 

study, and service. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: We especially lift up to you today, Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We 

ask that you be with their respective staffs as they live out 

their callings to serve.  

As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father 

are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Roscommon. Merciful God. 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Generations bless your holy name. We give you 

thanks for the communion of saints who have gathered in 

prayer and praise in this place. Support us in your love 

until we rest forever in you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, 

and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus 

Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

THE MEAL 

The gifts of the bread, wine, and contributions 

are brought forward to the altar. 

 



OFFERTORY            We Give Thee but Thine Own

  ELW 686 

We give thee but thine own, 

whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 

a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful 

harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to 

labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 

of all, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 

you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour 



out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of 

every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene 

and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 2, Page 130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 

reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 

good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 

ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite 

the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and 

blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to 

pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

All who believe in his presence are invited to his table.  

Communion will be offered a couple of ways. You may 

either take a communion cup with host as you enter 



worship and come forward to the rail or take part where 

you are seated. Or you may come forward and receive 

Communion directly from the Pastor at the rail.  

When approaching the communion rail, come forward 

down the side aisle; kneel, if you are able, starting at the 

front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on 

your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving 

both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat 

by the center aisle. If you prefer grape juice, please ask 

the assisting minister. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:   In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to 

the banquet. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  To Be Your Presence

  ELW 546 

To be your presence is our mission here, 

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 

to be your heart of mercy ever near, 

alleluia! 
 

To be your presence is our mission bold, 

to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 

to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 

alleluia! 
 

To be your presence is our mission blest, 

to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 

to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 



 

alleluia! 
  

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 

to serve your people is our call and choice, 

and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  

alleluia! 

 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

C: Amen. 

A: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

(When all have returned to their seats, 

 please rise as you are able.) 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  Life-giving God, through this meal you have 

bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and 

stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we 

pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 



BLESSING  

P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life this 

day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    Love Divine, All Love Excelling

  ELW 631 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit; 

let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 



Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heav'n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools to 

provide the opportunity for on-line giving. You may use 

the free GivePlus App (Google Play or Apple Store). On-

line giving may also be accomplished on our website at 

https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21st     

10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Pantry -  Cereal 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24th   

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25th   

1:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 28th   

  10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Pantry -   Baked Beans 

    


