
Grace and Peace from God our Rather and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

     Today, we hear about a nameless person in the crowd who asks Jesus as Rabbi to 

tell his brother to divide the family inheritance with him. I believe we have all heard 

about family fighting over an inheritance. The prodigal son was a parable about 

inheritance and the relationship between the father and two sons and their relationship 

with each other.  This is also a common problem in all societies and cultures. Fighting 

over an inheritance can destroy relationships between loved ones. First of all, I have to 

tell you, I believe an inheritance is not a given.  The inheritance belongs to the 

individual who has died and they are free to give it to whoever they want. If someone 

dies in Michigan without a will, called intestate, the law and probate court determine 

the succession determining who gets what. Married with no living parents, children or 

grandchildren the living spouse receives the entire estate and if not married the estate 

goes to the parents or will be split between siblings, and other iterations.  Joint-owned 

property will pass automatically to the co-owner or designated beneficiaries. I cannot 

give legal advice but I believe it is important to have a will.  

     In first-century Palestine Jewish people will ask the Rabbi since there are several 

scriptures that address inheritance and they ask for a legal ruling. Jesus hesitates to 

be a judge and arbitrator for someone identified as the person in the crowd.  If we 

follow this example we should not be anxious to judge others because if Jesus doesn’t 

judge us we should be hesitant to judge others. If we do judge others we should not 

judge them by what they own but rather by what they share and give to others.     The 

rich man has a spirituality of the self. Spirituality is our value system.  I have met artists 

who have created wonderful works of art or musicians who create great music that 

when you say to the “I see you are very spiritual” they are startled and often time will 

say something like “I am not religious.”  Then we talk about how you don’t need to be 

religious to be spiritual.   Spirituality is expressed by our values.   

     It is easy to see the values of the wealthy man. As the rich man ponders his surplus 

crop, he thinks about it to himself; there is no mention of the land or the workers that 

have worked the land.  Then he speaks to his own soul. His is a spirituality from within 

that is self-centered and does not consider others.  This is ironic for someone whose 

wealth comes from the ground which depends on sun and rain. Greed exposes our 

values and putting ourselves in the center rather than on others and is the moral 

antithesis of generosity. It makes us worry about the future instead of trusting God, 

who holds the future. The rich man thinks about how he can tear down his barns and 

build larger one to store more grain. Then he can have ample goods laid up for a long 

time and can then relax, eat, drink, be merry.  



     This reminds me of the story of a wealthy entrepreneur who was on a rare vacation 

in a remote area of the world.  He took an excursion on a boat and struck up a 

conversation with the captain.  This vacationer was inquiring about his boat charter 

business.  He was surprised the captain only chartered his boat part time.  He told the 

captain if you borrowed money and hired reliable captains he could build quite an 

empire like the businessman had built up.   The captain asked why he should do this 

and the man explained if he worked hard he could accumulate wealth and some day 

he could relax, eat, drink and be merry. The captain by sying, this is what I do now. 

     Greed destroys us, while generosity blesses us. I am not saying we should not have 

a retirement account or 401k for the future. However, some of our planning should be 

doing good for others. St. Paul has financial resources saved but these are to make 

sure there is enough to continue on with the Mission House and to do other things in 

the community to do for others.  The reality is we are here for others.  But this wealthy 

man doesn’t realize it but he has lost his life to his possessions and he wants more.  

Ecclesiastes Chapter one says “vanity of vanities!  All is vanity and chases after the 

wind,”  while 5:10 of Ecclesiastes says “10 The lover of money will not be satisfied with 

money, nor the lover of wealth with gain. This also is vanity.” 

     All our possessions are God’s gift to us. God calls us be good stewards and to 

share the gifts with those in need. The antithesis is the Rolls Royce SUV driving 

Bishop who was just robbed of a million dollars in jewelry while he was preaching in a 

church in New York City last Sunday. The Detroit News quoted the Bishop who 

defended his lifestyle, saying he’s “going to live his life the way God has it set up for 

him.” He said “It’s not about me being flashy,” and further said. “It’s about me, 

purchasing what I want to purchase. And it’s my prerogative to purchase what I want to 

purchase.” Of course, like the wealthy man he didn’t mention the parishioners that 

gave money for him to live like this or how the money could be used to help the less 

fortunate. Like the wealthy man it was all about him. I will not judge this Bishop.  I will 

leave that up to Jesus. 

     Perhaps at the core of the brother asking Jesus to arbitrate a dispute about 

inheritance is a question less about money and more about relationships. Jesus' 

response invites him and us to think about ways we all might be rich toward God 

through our relationships with others. Live generously. Amen. 

 


