
Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

     How about the boldness of Abraham? After Abraham welcomes God when he 

appears, God tells Abraham that he and Sarah will have a child, which was felt to 

be impossible because of her advanced age. Sarah even laughed at this. God 

asks Abraham “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 

that I am old?’ God said nothing is too wonderful to the Lord and I will return and 

Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied laughing, saying “I did not laugh,” for 

she was afraid.  (It is best not to lie to God) as God says yes, you did laugh. Of 

course, we know God had the last laugh.       

     Then we turn to God calling out the grave sins of the people in Sodom and 

Gomorrah and bringing judgement against these cities.   Abraham stands before 

the LORD and asks if God will “sweep away” everyone there since he would sweep 

away the righteous with the wicked. He then negotiates with God and asks if God 

will sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? He 

then boldly states, “Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous 

with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be it from you! 

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just? Finally, God replied he 

would not destroy it if there are 10 righteous people and God went away.  Of 

course, later on he reigned fire and brimstone down on Sodom and Gomorrah. 

     Jesus would pray constantly, often time when he was alone. In Luke, the 

Christian Gentiles were also bold. They did not ask Jesus how to pray. They told 

Jesus to teach them how to pray. So, Jesus, the Rabbi, teaches them one version 

of the Lord’s prayer since they have not learned to pray like their Jewish 

counterparts.  The other Lord’s prayer in Matthew was not to teach the different 

audience, the Jewish Christians, how to pray, but to reform their prayer and place 

it within the Sermon on the Mount. The Twelve Apostles taught Christians to pray 

the Lord’s prayer three times a day adding the doxology at the end of the prayer 

“for thine is kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” The traditional prayer 

used in the liturgy before communion was changed by many in 1988 to a newer 

version which is closer to the translator’s text. Instead of: do not lead us into 

temptation” it states “do not bring us into the time of trial.” We are tempted to sin 

and we know that God is there and will protect us. The Greek word peirasmos 

(pair oss mose) translated as temptation can also mean test or trial instead of 

temptation.  Here is why trial seems a better translation. Saying God leads us into 

temptation implies God is tempting us to sin. This is inconsistent with James 1:13 

“When tempted no one should say ‘God is tempting me,’ for God cannot be 



tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone.” Therefore, if God would never tempt 

anyone why does it make sense to ask God to lead not into temptation. Some 

scholars believe that peirasmos in this context refers to the testing that will happen 

shortly before Christ’s return to glory. That way we can still pray for Christ’s return 

while asking to be protected from the temptation that proceeds it.   

    The famous Jesus’ instruction as inviting trust – ask, search, knock…is to have 

a confidence that you will receive what you ask.  Of course, no one listening would 

give a snake or a scorpion to a beseeching child, so how then, Jesus implies, can 

we not trust that God as divine parent will give us all that we need, including and 

especially the Holy Spirit? 

     Jesus’ parable as indication that God needs cajoling, or at least that the 

hallmark of Christian prayer is persistence. The Greek anaideia, (a nye day a) 

however, is better translated “shamelessness” than “persistence,” and so implies a 

boldness that comes from familiarity. The parable’s breadless host asks only 

once, and boldly counts on his neighbor’s adherence to cultural hospitality. He is 

in this sense “shameless,” when the host counts on his friend’s desire not fail 

communal expectations. So also, Jesus intimates, we should be bold to offer our 

petitions to God, shamelessly calling on God to keep God’s promises. 

          Prayer, according to both this passage and Luke’s larger portrait of Jesus, is 

not primarily about getting things from God but rather about the relationship we 

have with God. Hence, after a life and ministry of prayer, Jesus prays again while 

hanging on the cross. We are also invited to make all of our needs, our wants, our 

hurts, our hopes, and our desires known to God. Matthew 8 tells us God knows 

our needs without being asked, but here we are invited to make them known, to 

speak them into existence in the confidence that whatever may happen, this 

relationship can bear hearing these things and may actually even depend upon 

hearing them. 

     Throughout the Bible, God hears the prayers of believers. Our prayers concern 

our daily needs but also focus on evil in the trials of the end time. God is like a 

friend who finally gives in to the tenacity of requests, and Luke tells us God is our 

Father, a parent who provides the children with good food. The conclusion of the 

passage indicates that what we will receive is the Holy Spirit.  As the Psalmist tells 

us “O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever.” Amen 


