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Visitors WELCOME! If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign 

our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed 

through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the back 

of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or 

activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili. You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us. We believe that Holy 

Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 

an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as acceptance of the 

scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his body and blood in 

the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight. We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally 

overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care 

and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in 

holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate 

our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the 

sustenance of the Lord’s Supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding 

minister begins: 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures 

forever. 

C:   Amen. 

P:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 

own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the 

best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often 

passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us 

from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 

delights in granting pardon and mercy. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 



forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. You are free to love as God loves. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 583 

 

 Refrain 

 Take my life, that I may be 

 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

 take my moments and my days; 

 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

 Take my hands and let them move 

 at the impulse of thy love; 

 take my feet and let them be 

 swift and beautiful for thee.   Refrain 

 

 Take my silver and my gold, 

 not a mite would I withhold; 

 take my intellect and use 

 ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.   Refrain  

 

 Take my voice and let me sing 

 always, only for my King; 

 take my lips and let them be 

 filled with messages from thee.   Refrain  

 

 Take my will and make it thine; 

 it shall be no longer mine; 

 take my heart, it is thine own; 

 it shall be thy royal throne.   Refrain 

 

 



GREETING   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

KYRIE  ELW Setting 2, Page 120 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our 

lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to 

you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 



FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere 

accumulation of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” 

Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s 

work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 

 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 

12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek 

and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 

business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the 

deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after 

wind. 
 

 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 

leave it to those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be 

wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my 

wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up 

to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because 

sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must 

leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and 

a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they 

toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a 

vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 49:1-12 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3) 

 1Hear this, all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell in the world, 

 2you of high degree and low, 

  rich and poor together. 



 3My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 

 4I will incline my ear to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle upon the harp.  

 5Why should I be afraid in evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 

 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, 

  and boast of their great riches? 

 7One can never redeem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 

 8for the ransom of a life is so great 

  that there would never be enough to pay it, 

 9in order to live forever and ever 

  and never see the grave. 

 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they 

perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 

 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from 

generation to generation, 

  though they had named lands after themselves. 

 12Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 

  they are like the beasts that perish.  

 

SECOND READING    Colossians 3:1-11 

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly 

baptized shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are 

called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 

also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, 



passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the 

wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways 

you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now you must get 

rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language 

from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off 

the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In 

that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 2, Page 124 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT  Luke 12:13-21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to 

warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s 

possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 

judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich 



man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I 

have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down 

my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 

very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.      C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

SERMON Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Faith Begins by Letting Go ACS 1004 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer.  

(A brief silence) 

A: O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring 

reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school 

teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building 

up of your church. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, 

bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who 

provide our food. Nourish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, 

bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially 

military personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of 

the nations. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: O God, you are our protector. You hear the cries of those who are serving 

in our armed forces. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the 

nations. We pray especially for Beth & Ryan, Coen, Jacob, Jonathan, Noah, 

Irene, and Alex. Merciful God,  

C: receive our prayer. 

A: O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-

ness of life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, 

mental, or physical distress. We pray especially for those we silently lift before 

you now. (a brief moment for those names to be shared in prayer)  Renew us 

at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

(Ahren, Anne & Bob, the family of Caleb Sandoval, David, John, Jon, Jordan. 

Lawton, Lera and family, Lori & family, Rob, Tara and Tim) 

A: O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your 

church, bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and 

committees and give them clarity for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful 

God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: We especially lift up to you today, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod 

Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs 

as they live out their callings to serve.  



As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the 

leaders and the congregation of St. James Lutheran Church in Rogers City. 

Merciful God. 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire 

us by their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be 

rich in love toward you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 

your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

THE MEAL 

P: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

The gifts of the bread, wine, and contributions 

are brought forward to the altar. 

 

OFFERTORY            We Give Thee but Thine Own ELW 686 

We give thee but thine own, 

 whate'er the gift may be; 

 all that we have is thine alone, 

 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast 

on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear 

fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the 

fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And 

so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 2, Page 130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 

opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

All who believe in his presence are invited at his table.  

Communion will be offered a couple of ways. You may either take a 

communion cup with host as you enter worship and come forward to the rail or 

take part where you are seated. Or you may come forward and receive 

Communion directly from the Pastor at the rail.  

When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle; 

kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to 

the font) on your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving both the 

bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle. If you 

prefer grape juice, please ask the assisting minister. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:   In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  Here Is Bread ELW 483
  

Here is bread, here is wine,  

Christ is with us, he is with us.  

Break the bread, taste the wine,  

Christ is with us here. 
 

Refrain 

In this bread there is healing, 

in this cup is life forever. 

In this moment, by the Spirit, 

Christ is with us here. 
  

Here is grace, here is peace,  

Christ is with us, he is with us.  

Know his grace, find his peace,  

feast on Jesus here.  Refrain 
  



Here we are, joined in one,  

Christ is with us, he is with us.  

We'll proclaim till he comes  

Jesus crucified. Refrain 

 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

C: Amen. 

A: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

(When all have returned to their seats, 

 please rise as you are able.) 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both 

friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in 

the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 



SENDING HYMN    God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705 
 

 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on your people pour your pow'r; 

 crown your ancient church's story; 

 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the facing of this hour, 

 for the facing of this hour. 
 

 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the living of these days, 

 for the living of these days. 
 

 Cure your children's warring madness; 

 bend our pride to your control; 

 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

 rich in things and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 

 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of your salvation 

 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving you whom we adore, 

 serving you whom we adore. 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving. You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our website 

at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 



During the month of August, we will be designating specific food items that 

might be donated to the Food Pantry each Sunday. These are items that are 

not always available from our regular sources because of supply limitations 

and which our clients ask for. Any donations will be greatly appreciated. A 

wagon will be placed in the Narthex to collect the donations. In the month of 

August, the following items are being requested: 

August 7
th

:  Diced tomatoes 

August 14
th

: Body Lotion  

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

SUNDAY, July 31st    

10:00 AM - Worship Service 

 Pantry Offering – Shampoo and Conditioner 

MONDAY, August 1st   

6:30 PM – Worship Committee - Zoom 

WEDNESDAY, August 3rd     

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

4:30 PM – Pantry Distribution 

 SUNDAY, August 7th    

  10:00 AM - Worship Service   

Pantry Offering – Diced Tomatoes 


