
    Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

     Jesus does not do ministry alone.  Not only is the Holy Spirit present in all his 

ministry, but many more people were involved.  Most people have a vision of Jesus 

sitting surrounded by 12 listening disciples.  In today’s story we see there we many 

more than the 12, about 6 times more, who had been listening to and learning from 

Jesus and now is their opportunity to harvest.  Look what developed from a small 

group of disciples. This is where his famously stated “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few.”  That is as true today as it was back then. Many people have never 

known the church, many people have no use for the church, many people are too busy 

for the church and many people have been hurt by and have turned away from the 

church.  The reason people have been hurt is because we are made up of humans and 

humans are fallible. That is our mission field.  Last week I talked about how our 

baptism impels us to act.  Jesus commanded we are to love our neighbor like we love 

ourselves, which takes several forms.  It can be feeding the hungry, visiting sick and 

shut ins, working for justice for all, showing kindness to others, etc. etc. 

     In the same token, the Pastor is not the only one to do ministry.  Today’s lesson is a 

reminder to all of the followers of Jesus of every time and place. Sharing the good 

news is not just the responsibility of “professionals” like clergy. Sharing the good news 

is the calling of everyone who follows Jesus. 

     I think the current crisis in church’s stems from having two different labels.  The 

leadership does not come from the Pastor but rather the Pastor and laity working 

together using their specific passions and talents to follow a mission and a vision 

working together.  I feel it has taken the church too long to appreciate the leadership 

the laity bring to the congregation.  It is no coincidence that at the annual synod 

convention the rules state there has to be at least 60% of laity who vote. This is a 

shared responsibility with the whole faith community. The Constitution of the 

congregation outlines the responsibility of Council members in the ministry and how 

they are involved in outreach.  This isn’t taking anything away from clergy.  Trust me 

when I say it is not an easy calling.  What I am saying is we support each other as the 

united body in Christ to carry out our mission. 

      Jesus what he was asking of the disciples and us is not easy.  Jesus emphasizes 

utter dependence on God. Participating with Jesus in his mission.  They are to take 

nothing with them but rely on the hospitality of others.  When they enter a home, they 



are to say “Peace to this house” and if anyone shares the peace it will rest on them. If 

they do not share in the peace it remains with the disciples.  If the offer of peace is 

rejected there is no harm done. However, then that person actually receives peace! 

Although it might not sound as impressive other thing like casting out demons, the 

ability to grant peace is also a miraculous gift. When we share peace normally with the 

person next to us (instead of a handshake we now wave and we can wave to 

everyone) we are not just being polite.  We are in effect giving peace to the whole 

gathering. This important act is an acknowledgement that we are united in the single 

body of Christ and we are to preserve with one another that harmony that exists 

among the limbs of a body, loving one another equally, supporting and helping one 

another, regarding the individual needs as concerns of the community, sympathizing 

with one another’s sorrows and sharing in one another’s joys. We are united in one 

body in Christ.  When we invite and welcome others to our worship, we are offering 

hospitality by inviting them to be a part of the body of Christ.   

     Jesus took hospitality to a new level.  Not only are we to invite others but when 

others invite us we are to be good guests.  For the disciples this means eating and 

drinking wat they offer and not moving from house to house which could be construed 

to mean looking for a better place of hospitality, perhaps with better accommodations 

or food or drink.  They are to be good guests when they graciously accept what is 

given to them, staying in one place without shopping around and finally accept 

rejection without retaliation, the same way Jesus reacted in the Samaritan village we 

just heard.  Furthermore, they are to heal any sick in that household and importantly 

giving them the message that the kingdom of God has come near.  The same 

message they give to a town by wiping off the dust.  “The kingdom of God has come 

near to you.” 

     Jesus makes it clear whoever listen to the disciples listen to him but if the disciples 

are rejected they reject not only him but God the Father. When the disciples returned 

they were joyful and even amazed.  The number of disciples were the number of 

nations in the world and foretold a worldwide mission to everyone. When they told 

Jesus even the demons submitted to them his prophetic vision was his mission which 

is shared with his followers will be the downfall of all forces of evil. They were excited 

because they got to live out and experience God’s reign in Jesus’ redemptive work and 

by extension the missionary work they undertook. What they and we should be excited 

about is our names written in heaven.  Amen. 


