
 

 

 Spirit of St. Paul  
St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, MI   

JULY 2022 

 

Hi Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     Some might say this is a difficult time to be a 

church. This year in the United States more 

churches closed than those that opened. Each 

of these closings is difficult for many who 

remember baptism, confirmation, marriage and 

funerals involving them or a family member and 

was such an important part of their life. There 

will be mourning, but hopefully they will be able 

to find a new place to worship. It is not that the 

people in these churches have done anything 

wrong. Society as a whole, with changing 

neighborhoods and demographics and the 

younger generations do not find a need for the 

church in their spiritual lives. There are many 

distractions in life. Sporting events, social media 

and other things have increased in importance. So, what can we as a faith community 

do? 

Paul writes in Galatians 6:7-10  

7Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8If 

you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you 

sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9So let us not grow 

weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give 

up. 10So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, 

and especially for those of the family of faith.  

     It is an exciting time to be a church. First of all, worship is mission. It is the central 

activity of a faith community where the Holy Spirit gathers us together, where we love 

one another, regardless of who we are, we are reminded of our baptismal promise, we 

listen to the Word of God in scripture, we take in the body and blood of Christ to give 

us strength and to kept in the grace of God, we hear preaching and song and are sent 

Guiding Principles 
 

We are a people who:  

 Listen for God's Call  

 Believe and Trust in God's 

Call  

 Answer God's Call  

 Support each other in times 

of joy and sorrow  

 Live out our faith in prayer 

and service  

 Share food with the hungry  

 Believe the gospel is for all, 

not just Christians.  

 

 



 

 

out to the world to share the Good News to serve others.  We are commanded to love 

our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

     I want to personally thank all those who have come together and have helped 

worship possible, especially over the last two years during Covid-19. The pandemic 

wasn’t able to stop God’s people from using our faith to make a difference in our lives 

and the lives of people in the community. Also, thank you to those that came together 

to feed the people in the community during this difficult time. 

     However, things cannot continue the way they have been. People are getting tired 

to the point of being burned out. My grandmother always said, “Many hands make light 

work.”  I believe her words. She raised 10 children and was a master at delegation. 

Mary tells me ministry is like a relay race. When a runner gets tired another runner 

grabs the baton to continue onward. We are most effective when we are a church 

together. So if you are able, please grab your favorite baton and help out. The Mission 

House is always in need of volunteers to help out in our mission to feed the 

community.  

    A good reminder is St. Teresa of Avila’s prayer: 

Christ has no body on earth but yours;  

no hands but yours;  

no feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ 

 looks out to the world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good. 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless others now. 

    I will be talking with the Council on where we go post-Covid-19. We had 6 visitors on 

Sunday. The last time one of them visited us was pre-Covid-19. We have to be ready 

to welcome others. 

    One way we love our neighbor is to be inviting and welcoming. Inviting our friends 

and family to the next fish fry on July 24th is a good way for folks to get to know us.  

Blessings on your summer, 

Pr. Carl 

 

 Council 

The next Council Meeting will be July 21st. Thank You. 



 

 

_ Worship 

JULY READINGS 

July 3rd – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 66:10-14 

Psalm 66:1-9 

Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Jesus sends out seventy disciples into the 

harvest 

July 10th – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Psalm 25:1-10 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

The parable of the merciful Samaritan 

 

July 17th – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:1-10a 

Psalm 15 

Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 

Jesus says: Martha, your sister Mary has 
chosen the better part 

July 24th – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:20-32 

Psalm 138 

Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] 

Luke 11:1-13 

Jesus teaches the disciples to pray 

 

July 31st – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

Psalm 49:1-12 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

Jesus says: Be on guard against greed; 
be rich toward God, your treasure 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bar Theology is held on the 4th Sunday evening at 6:30 pm. Our next meeting is 

postponed until August 28th. As in the past we will meet at Red Cedar Spirits, 

beginning at 6:30 pm. We will meet in a private space. 

At Bar Theology we enjoy checking in with each other, talking about our church events 

and worship services and other topics that are brought up. I would like us to continue 

to discuss how we can accomplish our mission of outreach to our community. So bring 

your thoughts and ideas.  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-7&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-7&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-7&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-7&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-7-31/0


 

 

Bar Theology is a way to reconnect in an informal setting. Enjoy some alcoholic or 

nonalcoholic drinks and time with friends. See you there. Bev Dirkin graciously sends 

out monthly reminders for this time together. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekly Bible Study –  

On vacation for the summer. Returning September 19th.  

Until then have a blessed summer! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women's Bible Study   We meet the second 

Wednesday each month at 11:00 am. Our next 

meeting will be July 13th. Please join us. 

For summer 2022, participants will enjoy a three-

session Bible study that uses the concept of quilting to 

explore rest, renewal and Christian community. We 

will discuss Old and New Testament readings as we consider the patterns we follow 

and how the pieces of our lives and communities are bound together in Christ. While 

no actual sewing experience is required to complete the study, participants can opt to 

create a quilting project as a lasting reminder of their time together. 

July 2022, Session 2: “Quilt cutting and piecing,” explores how our lives and 

Christian communities come together into a cohesive whole, including people of all 

shapes and sizes, abilities and talents. 

August 2022, Session 3: “Ties that bind,” examines how God invites us to commit to 

a new way of life with God and with each other. 

Please contact Norma (officemanager@stpaul-el.org) or call the church office at 351-

8541, for more information and a copy of the Study. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Next Worship Committee meeting ~  

Monday, July 11th at 6:30 pm  

    Social Outreach & Ministry 

Food Pantry Report for July 2022 Newsletter 

A total of 119 clients were served in May 2022, which meant 34 families were helped. 

mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


 

 

So far since January 1, 2022, a total of 563 clients have been served, 

which means 192 families have been helped. Thank you to all of our 

volunteers working at the Food Pantry who have helped to keep 

providing this valuable service to our clients.  

Between May 26, 2022, and June 23, 2022, 509.5 pounds of food was 

donated for the Food Pantry from members of the congregation, as 

well as outside donors from the community. This brings the total donated so far this 

year to 2803.7 pounds. We are very grateful for these donations as they provide 

additional food that we are not always able to obtain from the GLFB or the grocery 

shelves. 

The Food Pantry is still seeking volunteers who are able to work on Wednesday 

evenings and Thursday afternoon pantry distribution days. If you would like to help, 

please contact Bev Johnson or Tracy Collins.  

During the month of July, we will be designating specific food and personal need items 

that might be donated to the Food Pantry each Sunday. These are items that are not 

always available from our regular sources because of supply limitations and which our 

clients ask for. Any donations will be greatly appreciated. A wagon will be placed in the 

Narthex to collect the donations. In the month of July the following items are being 

requested: 

  July 3rd: Rice 

  July 10th: Soup 

  July 17th: Salt and Pepper 

  July 24th: Dish Soap 

  July 31st: Shampoo and Conditioner 

 

 Green Team News 

 By Bev Dirkin 

Council has approved the establishment of a Green Team to 

discover ways that St. Paul can improve on its care for creation. 

I attended the pre-Synod Assembly meeting last month to 

discuss the memorial to the ELCA Council on care for creation. It 

was through the discussion at that meeting, that I became 

https://www.pngall.com/save-earth-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

 

energized about the urgency of doing whatever we can to  abate climate change. 

Council agreed that there are things we can do at St. Paul. A five person Green Team 

has been established. We attended a webinar by Interfaith Power and Light and got a 

perspective on what other congregations are doing. Bishop Emeritus John Schleicher 

has agreed to be our coach throughout this process. The Synod has funded John 

Schleicher Care for Creation grants and will be a resource for us. The Interfaith Power 

and Light’s meeting identified additional resources. 

The Green Team will meet with John during July to develop a list of opportunities for 

our church to work on climate change abatement. The Team will prioritize the options 

and report back to Council with our recommendations for action. 

I have been advised that a lot of work has been accomplished at St. Paul around 

education of the members with respect to household practices. I trust that every 

household continues with these planet-saving practices. We are going to address what 

our congregation as a whole can do. 

Please join me in praying for our efforts. God gave us a wonderful creation. It is our 

responsibility to care for this amazing gift. It is good to be joining a community of 

churches already working on these issues. I have signed up for a monthly newsletter 

from this group. There will be more to come as we proceed with this journey. 

 

 Celebrations 

   Birthdays 

 1 Ezra  

 4 Christian C. 14 Randy M 

   6 Craig A. 16 Stan S. 

   8 Kay S. 25 Norma V. 

 12 Beth M. 30 Caleb C.  

   

 9 Paul & Tracy C.    

    

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should be, we may 

not have it on file. If you would like to have your day recognized in the future, please let 

the office know. We apologize for any errors that may have occurred, as it was not our 

intent.  



 

 

 Upcoming Events 

 

FISH FRY 

Sunday, July 24th  

Beginning right after morning worship here at St. Paul’s. 

Please put on your calendar and as always,  

invite a friend! 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

East Lansing Farmers Market  

Sundays: June 5th – October 30th ~ 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday  

     Sunday, September 11, 2022 

This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one 

church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic 

convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every 

daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in 

God’s grace. 

In the next couple of months we will narrow down what our day of service will entail.  

Should you have an idea you’d like to share please let Pastor know. 

 Help Wanted 

Judson Memorial Love Clothing Center – Volunteers Needed 

We are reaching out to the church network to make you aware that Judson continues 

to have a need for year-round volunteer teams. As well we wanted to give you the 

dates for their Back-to-School season in 2022.  

Judson is open Saturdays from 9 am - 2:30 pm.  



 

 

Would your church please consider assembling a team of between 5 to 10 people to 

assist with this ministry? By organizing a team, we can all make sure the community 

needs are met during this challenging time.  

What does a volunteer do?  

• Helping parents find appropriate clothing for each child  

• Bagging up clothing choices and tracking number of items given  

• Sorting and hanging clothing  

• Helping support the LOVE Clothing Center Coordinators with various other 

support tasks  

• Most importantly, volunteers get the opportunity to show the love of Christ to 

those that need help  

Due to the nature of this clothing bank, volunteers must be adults. (High school 

students are welcome to serve alongside an adult; 1 adult to 1 high school student). 

These are the dates for August and September on Saturdays from 9 am - 2:30pm:  

August 6th September 10th 

August 13th  September 17th 

August 20th  September 24th 

August 27th    

Individuals and teams are welcome! To sign up simply reply to this message or call our 

office at 394-5413 Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am – 3 pm.  

God Bless!  

Michael Welch  

Help Center Coordinator  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hannah’s House, a Christian non-profit maternity home located in downtown Lansing, 

MI, is seeking salaried executive director position to manage and administer its day-to-

day operations with the possibility for a flexible schedule. Currently, we are a small 

ministry looking to grow.  

The successful candidate will have:  

• Minimum of an associate degree  

• Fundraising experience • Event planning experience  

• Management skills • Proven organizational skills  



 

 

• Communications skills (written, personally and ministry presentations) 

• Proficiency with computers and ability to learn new software 

• Social Media savvy  

Responsibilities will include supervising employees and conducting extensive 

community outreach, especially for local grants. It is also helpful to have solid 

leadership skills, having a passion for homeless pregnant women and their babies. 

You will be responsible in conducting interviews and intake for potential residents. 

Responsibilities also include implementing Hannah’s House Christian values and goals 

with each resident.  

Applicants must be of good moral character, hold pro-life Christian values, and be 

active in a local church. A background check will be conducted, and references will be 

contacted.  

Please send your resume with salary requirements to: Tom Frazier at 

fraziertom58@gmail.com or hannahshouselansing@gmail.com. Please no phone calls.  

Hannah’s House  

625 N. Walnut Street  

Lansing, MI 48933 

 

 Mark Your Calendars 

 St Paul Happenings for July 2022 

 3 Pantry Offering –  Rice 

 4 Happy 4th of July! 

 10 Pantry Offering - Soup 

11 Worship Committee Meeting  

 13 Women’s Bible Study 

 17 Pantry Offering – Salt & Pepper 

 21 Council Meeting 

 24 Pantry Offering – Dish Soup 

  Fish Fry  

  Newsletter Deadline  

  31 Pantry Offering - Shampoo & Conditioner 

 



 

 

 Thank YOU! 

Once again, Jim Cl. has been busy doing yardwork around the church. Please let him 

know how much this is appreciated and how nice things look. 

Our thanks also go to Chuck for making sure the lawn is mowed; and to Mary for 

tending to the flowers. 

Barb continues to check on the gardens progress.  As you know its been hot, so she 

makes sure the garden gets some water too. She would appreciate someone to help in 

the harvesting of our bounty as summer progresses. Please let her know you can help. 

Many hands make lighter work. Our continued gratitude for your stewardship. 

________________________________________________________Just a Thought  

          

         
 

Do you have something to share?  Please have your articles ready for the next 

newletter by July24th.  Thank you! 



 

 

JULY 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26  
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship 

 
Pantry - 

27  
 
 

 

28  

 

29  
 

2:00 pm – Service 
Recording 

 
 

30  

 

1 

 

2 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

3  

10:00 AM –IN PERSON 
Worship  

 

Pantry – Rice 

 
 

4 

 

4th of July!! 

5 

 

 

6 

11:00 AM - Women’s 
Bible Study on ZOOM 

 
2:00 pm – Service 

Recording 
 

5:30 PM Pantry Dist 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

9 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

10 

10:00 AM –IN PERSON 
Worship  

 
Pantry - Soup 

11 
6:30 PM - Worship 
Committee Meeting 

 

12 

 

 

13 

2:00 – Service Recording 

5:45 pm - Quilting 
. 

14 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

17 
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship  
 

Pantry – Salt & Pepper 

18 
 

19 
 

 

20 
 

2:00 – Service Recording 

5:30 PM Pantry Dist 

 

21 

7:00 PM Council Meeting 

 

22 

 
 

23 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

24 
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship  
 

Pantry – Dish Soap 
 

FISH FRY 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

25 

 

26 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

27 
 

2:00 – Service Recording 

5:45 pm - Quilting 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 30 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 



 

 

 

 

Our Purpose: Feeding God’s people both inside and outside while listening to what the people need. 


