
Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

     This Sunday is considered to be Good Shepherd Sunday. We all know who the 

Good Shepherd is and that we are the sheep that look to and listen to the Good 

Shepherd for hope to sustain us now and in the future.  

      Today’s narrative is during Hanukkah, an eight-day Jewish festival that reaffirms 

the ideals of Jerusalem in particular the rededication of the Jewish Temple in 

Jerusalem in the 2nd century b.c.e. by lighting candles each day remembering that 

although there was only enough oil to keep the menorah on the altar burning for one 

night, the menorah miraculously burned for eight days.      The location is the portico of 

the temple which is covered by a wooden rof with pillars and runs along the East side 

of the temple. When the Jews gathered around Jesus on the portico of the Temple, a 

place he had been using to teach them, they interrogated him, “How long will you keep 

us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly” That is because Jesus speaks 

in parables that people have trouble understanding. Jesus often answers a question 

with a question. He also gives signs so that they believe.  But they still don’t get it.   

They say it would be so much easier if Jesus would tell them plainly they say. Jesus 

tells them he has told them and they do not believe. The problem, of course, is that 

regardless of what Jesus says or does, the debate goes on. Jesus responds that he 

has already told them, and that the works he has done in his Father’s name testify to 

him, but they do not believe, because they do not belong to his sheep. To believe is to 

belong to those who hear Jesus’ voice, but one cannot hear Jesus voice without God 

initiating the action, so we trust in God to sort it all out. It would be preferable if the 

truth of the gospel, the promise of the resurrection, the promise of the kingdom of God 

breaking into the world, could easily be proven and verified. With science we know that 

the sun raises daily from the East and sets in the West. But with Jesus it is not a 

scientific fact. What we do have is our faith, a gift from God, our trust, and our hope. 

We don’t have scientific certainty; we are confident in the actions and words of the 

Good Shepherd. We don’t have a signed guarantee; we have a promise from a God 

who always keeps his Word. Most of all the promised hope sustains us now and in the 

future.  

     Today, how do we hear Jesus’ voice amongst all the voices that clamor for our 

attention?  There are many voices that clamor our attention, some who claim to speak 

for God.  They tell us the prescription for growing closer to God such as purchasing a 



religious object, having a specific religious experience, believing in the rigght doctrine, 

having greater knowledge or having a higher level of morality. By contrast, the voice of 

the Good Shepherd tells us that it all depends on hearing his voice and belonging to 

him. It is not something we do ourselves but rather what God does for us.  Christ 

claims.  So our status before God is not dependent on how we feel, on having the right 

experience, on being doubt free, or on what we accomplish. It depends on one thing 

only: that we are known by the shepherd: “My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 

they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish” We are sheep that 

the Good Shepherd tends to. The voice of the Good Shepherd is a voice that liberates 

rather than oppresses. It does not say, “Do this, and then maybe you will be good 

enough to be one of my sheep.” It says, “You belong to me already. No one can snatch 

you out of my hand.” Good news indeed! 

     Sundays and Seasons tells us many Psalms exhibit a literary device called 

parallelism. One line of the psalm is followed by a second which repeats the idea of the 

first line, but slightly differently. You could argue that each pair of lines in Psalm 23 is 

an example of parallelism. For example: 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not be in want. 

In this case the idea in the first line is expanded by the second line. The remainder 

of the psalm follows this pattern, concluding with the confident assertion that “I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”   

 It can also be read as an outline of the life of faith.  The congregation, those who 

hear the shepherd’s voice, play an important role The Christian life begins in baptism 

when God claims us as children. Throughout the journey of life God cares for God’s 

people, as the Holy Spirit nurtures the congregation when it gathers God’s children 

around the baptismal font and table nurturing the faith in God’s children and bring rest 

and comfort. God’s people are protected along the way, and even when the worst 

happens the promise of God’s presence in our lives sustains us. During this time we 

proclaim the promise that creates and sustains faith—the promise of the Good 

Shepherd to give us eternal life, the promise that no one will be able to snatch us out of 

the Father’s hand and Jesus and the Father are one.  Good news indeed!  I like the 

how the lyrics of “You’ll Never Walk Alone” sung by many famous singers including 

The Letterman. It was sung by Jerry Lewis at the end of telethons for many years and 



on December 10, 2021, Lee Greenwood performed the song at the funeral of Senator 

Bob Dole at the National Cathedral. The song had been a sentimental favorite of Dole 

ever since he returned from World War II and had to recover from critical injuries. 

When you walk through a storm 

Keep your chin up high 

And don't be afraid of the dark 

At the end of a storm is a golden sky 

And the sweet silver song of a lark 

Walk on through the wind 

Walk on through the rain 

Tho' your dreams 

Be tossed and blown 

Walk on 

Walk on 

With hope in your heart 

And you'll never walk alone 

You'll never walk alone 

When you walk through a storm 

Hold your head up high 

And don't be afraid of the dark 

At the end of a storm is a golden sky 

And the sweet silver song of a lark 

Walk on through the wind 

Walk on through the rain 

Tho' your dreams 

Be tossed and blown 

Walk on 

Walk on 

With hope in your heart 

And you'll never walk alone 

You'll never walk alone.  

 Along the way God’s people are fed and nourished. Finally, at the last, God’s people 

are promised a place Jesus himself has prepared. Psalm 23 holds life and death, joy 
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and sorrow, fear and courage; We are not alone because our life is accompanied by 

the promises of God.   

     Faith communities also accompany people through their lives.  One of my favorite 

songs is by the Browns, The Three Bells:  

There's a village hidden deep in the valley 

Among the pine trees half forlorn 

And there on a Sunny morning 

Little Jimmy Brown was born 

All the chapel bells were ringing 

In the little valley town 

And the song that they were singing 

Was for baby Jimmy Brown 

Then the little congregation 

Prayed for guidance from above 

"Lead us not into temptation 

Bless this hour of meditation 

Guide him with eternal love" 

 It follows with the congregation through his baptism, his wedding and then finally 

when there was only one bell ringing at his funeral: 

And the little congregation 

Prayed for guidance from above 

"Lead us not into temptation 

May his soul find the salvation 

Of thy great eternal love" 

As a faith community as we pray for guidance from above may we all have salvation of 

God’s eternal love. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


