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Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign 

our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are blessed 

through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the back 

of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups 

or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us.  We believe that Holy 

Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 

an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as acceptance of the 

scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his body and blood in 

the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship.  Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight.  We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 

 

 
 

http://www.stpaul-el.org/
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the 

promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who 

have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us 

and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the 

presiding minister begins: 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 



church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!  

 ELW 369 

  

 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 

 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

 offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 

 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 

 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 

 sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 

 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 

 Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 

 God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 

 when contending death and life, Alleluia! 

 met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 
 

 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 

 all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 

 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you.  

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal 

covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your 

will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING   Acts 9:36-43 

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of 

Joppa. Her kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially 

to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life 

through the power of prayer. 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek 

is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time 

she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 

upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter 

was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without 

delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took 

him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and 

showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 

them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 

turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, 

and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. 

Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became 

known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he 

stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 



Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)   

     1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 

no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

  

SECOND READING  Revelation 7:9-17 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. 

Christ is also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering.  

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 

hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 

four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, 12singing, 

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 



 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 

white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one 

that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 

of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 8, Page 188 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT   John  10:22-30 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that 

he and the Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they 

hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 



22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 

winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So 

the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have 

told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 

testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 

sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give 

them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 

hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can 

snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessing and Honor ELW  854 
  

 Blessing and honor and glory and pow'r, 

 wisdom and riches and strength evermore, 

 be to the Lamb who our battle has won, 

 whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne; 

 whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne! 
 

 Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus' name; 

 let all the earth sing his glory and fame. 

 Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow'r 

 echo his praises and tell of his pow'r; 

 echo his praises and tell of his pow'r. 
 

 Ever ascending the song and the joy, 

 ever descending the love from on high; 

 blessing and honor and glory and praise-- 

 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise; 

 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 
 



 Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb! 

 Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 

 sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain, 

 dying in weakness and rising to reign; 

 dying in weakness and rising to reign! 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection 

for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
(A brief silence) 

A: Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. 

Give us unfailing trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. 

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those 

whose environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making 

difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing. God, 

in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day. 

Accompany those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family 

relationships and open us to receive your nurturing love from all who serve 

mothering roles in our lives. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A:  Protect your people wherever we are.  Watch over those serving in our 

armed forces and assure them of your never-failing strength.  We pray 

especially for Beth & Ryan, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. God, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A: Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. We pray 

especially for those whom we silently lift before you now. (a brief moment for 

those names to be shared in prayer) Set people in their path who can provide 

the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

(Anne, the family of Caleb Sandoval, the family of Chuck Fagg, the family of Doug 

Chafin, John, Jon, Judy’s family, Lera and family who have left and family still in Ukraine, 

Lori & family, Rob and Tara.) 

A: Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to 

stretch our understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, 

in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A:  We pray for our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and 

Pastor Carl.  Guide them and their staffs as they live out their callings to 

serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be 

with the leaders and the congregation of Bethany Lutheran in Northport and 

for our Synod Assembly.   God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding 

us to your waters of life. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-

giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    



OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your 

peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us 

through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may 

be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving 

Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 



SENDING HYMN    Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764 

  

 Have no fear, little flock; 

 have no fear, little flock, 

 for the Father has chosen 

 to give you the kingdom; 

 have no fear, little flock! 
 

 Have good cheer, little flock; 

 have good cheer, little flock, 

 for the Father will keep you 

 in his love forever; 

 have good cheer, little flock! 
 

 Praise the Lord high above; 

 praise the Lord high above, 

 for he stoops down to heal you, 

 uplift and restore you; 

 praise the Lord high above! 
 

 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

 thankful hearts raise to God, 

 for he stays close beside you, 

 in all things works with you; 

 thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools, to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving.  You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our website 

at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 

SUNDAY, May 8th  

10:00 AM - Worship Service - In Person 

Mother’s Day 

MONDAY, May 9th  

7:00 PM – Worship Committee – ZOOM Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, May 11th  

11:00 AM – Ladies Bible Study 

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

5:45 pm - Quilting 

THURSDAY, May 12th 

1:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

SATURDAY, May 14th 

   M – Chuck Fagg Memorial 


