
Grace and Peace from God and our Lord Jesus Christ, Who was, Who is and Who is 

to come.  Amen      

     Today’s lesson has two stories.  In the first of these stories on the beach Jesus 

appears to the gathered disciples while the other story is about Jesus speaking to 

Peter about his future and the disciples who Jesus loved. The first story sets up the 

conversation with Peter, since Peter is feeling guilty after abandoning and denying 

Jesus three times during his passion and may have needed special encouragement.   

Instead of tearing down Peter, Jesus lifts him up and gives him special attention 

demonstrating the grace of God. 7 of the disciples, including Peter, were huddled 

together, when Peter who declares he is going fishing. Following his leadership, they 

all said they would go with him.  That night they did not catch any fish.  Have any of 

you been fishing where you were what they would called skunked, not catching 

anything?  When they are coming in from fishing Jesus is waiting for them only John 

recognized him in the dim morning light, Jesus told them they had no fish and they all 

agreed.  Regardless, he told them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat where 

he tells them they will find some fish. If you want to go fishing Jesus is a good partner.  

There were so many fish in the net that they could not haul it in.  The disciple who 

Jesus loved, felt to be John said to Peter “It is the Lord.” since it may have been 

difficult to recognize him in the dim morning light, When Peter hears this he does what 

Peter does and reacts and jumps into the sea, while the others stayed in the boat 

which was close to shore.  

     When they reach the shore they saw a charcoal fire with fish and bread on it and 

Jesus instructs them to bring some of the fish they caught.  This is one of Mary’s 

favorite passages.  Isn’t this just like Jesus, the humble servant, who will do what he 

cans to fulfill our needs.  They were certainly hungry after fishing all night. Peter again 

takes the lead and goes aboard and hauls in the net which contained 153 large fish.  

Fishermen always mend their nets and they can break easily as happened with Jesus 

first encounter with Peter but miraculously this net did not tear. Jesus then invited them 

to breakfast.  Jesus again demonstrates how to love others, to be graceful, welcoming 

and inviting. 

     Do you see how Peter has changed?  He is now becoming a leader which is exactly 

what the disciples need. How do they feel about someone taking the lead who denied 

Jesus three times? How could the disciples let Peter to lead them, especially since he 



had pledged to follow Jesus to his death, even promising to die for Jesus’ sake.  They 

must ask themselves if Peter will follow Jesus and fulfill his promise to “lay down his 

life” for Jesus After all, he denied Jesus three times and abandoned him at a very 

difficult time when the going got rough. But Jesus, instead of humiliating Peter because 

of his shortcomings gives special attention to Peter. 

     Today’s lesson is the third time the risen Jesus has appeared to the disciples.  

Jesus asked Peter three times if Peter loves him.  When Peter said he loved Jesus he 

told him “Feed my sheep.” Jesus is calling on Peter to demonstrate his love for Jesus 

by loving the sheep as he has loved them. Jesus gave a new commandment in 

Chapter 13 where he said “I give you a new commandment, you should also love one 

another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” Peter is now responsible to lead the to make God’s love visible to others. 

Peter’s love for Jesus counterbalances his three denials. After the day of Pentecost 

these was a significant change in Peter and he became the cornertsone on which the 

church was built.  

     We now hear Jesus predict Peter’s martyrdom.  When Jesus asks Peter to follow 

him he is asking him to be a martyr and to die for him. In his first encounter with Christ 

when he saw when Jesus instructed them to put down their nets and they had to have 

other boats help them because the fish were so plentiful they were tearing the nets and 

when saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 

man!”  For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had 

taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So, they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.  

     In Peter’[s final encounter with Christ there was also an abundance of fish. 

According to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to die 

in the same manner as Jesus Christ. According to historical records, Peter died in 

Rome in AD 64 and he died under the reign of Emperor Nero. By the time Peter died in 

AD 64 many of the other apostles, possibly all of them, except for John had been 

martyred. While the time and place of his death are certain, the manner of his death, 

mainly being crucified upside down is not as certain. Even if he was he was just 

crucified, or crucified upside down, there is one thing we can take from Peter’s life and 

Peter’s death: they both glorified God. This is the most important point to Peter’s life. 



This should inspire and challenge us so everything we do would be to glorify God and 

bring honor to his name. According to Jesus, that is what Peter did when he died: 

“Follow me!” Whether in life or in death the one constant that Jesus asked of Peter as 

well as all of us, is that we would follow him. 

     It is important we follow Jesus at a time when the trust in churches and their 

ministries has waned.   Churches are closing in increasing numbers. The resurrection 

narratives cause us to self-examination of our faith community. For people to trust us 

they need to see we love one another as Jesus loves us, that all are not only 

welcomed but invited, that we exist not for ourselves but to serve others to the glory of 

God.  That is why the food pantry and other serving activities sends a positive 

message to the community as we use our assets to feed our community and our 

contributions are used to help others around the world. 

Let’s live to the glory of God in great joy. Amen. 

 


