
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

     He is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia.  

     Spring is a wonderful time when Spring arrives and God brings life to all the earth. 

People seem in a better mood when they go outdoors again.  

     This also true with the new creation. He is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia. We 

buried the Alleluia at the beginning of Lent, which ended Maundy or Commandment 

Thursday as during the passion play we yelled Crucify! “Crucify Him! and now today 

we unbury the Alleluia as we say “He is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!” We heard 

the highly emotional passion of Christ where we cannot ignore Jesus was tried, 

betrayed, denied, abandoned, humiliated, tortured, and was hung on a tree even 

though he had done nothing wrong for our sake.   

    Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday at 3pm which was just before the Passover.  

Remember, he cried out his last at 3PM on the cross, the same time the High Priest 

would sacrifice lambs at the alter for the forgiveness of sins. The Lamb of God was the 

final sacrifice. The blood of the lamb flowed so that we may be forgiven.  

     Today’s gospel is a wonderful story about the women who helped to form the 

church.  The women did what they normally did in time of death and in early dawn went 

to prepare the body.  They could not prepare the body on the Sabbath so they went to 

the tomb where they had Jesus laid on Sunday.  When the rock was found rolled away 

they could not find the body of Jesus.  They were perplexed and when they saw two 

men, the angels, standing next to them with dazzling white clothes and looked like 

whitening they were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.  The men asked 

them “Why do you look for the living amongst the dead?” He is not dead, he is Risen! 

They remind them he had told then what would happen and they remembered and 

went to tell this to the Apostles, who were unbelieving and obtuse.  Then Peter runs to 

the tomb and looked in and when he saw only the linen cloths we went home and was 

amazed at what happened. Luke focuses on the role of the community: three named 

women and others, the eleven and the rest including Peter. Luke does not attempt to 

describe the resurrection itself, which to him, is an article of faith, not an observed and 

reportable fact narrated in the Bible. 

     Luke continues the story in the Book of Acts which focuses on the Holy Spirit, the 

Holy Spirit that gathers us together to hear the word of God in readings, preaching and 

song and remember our baptism.  

     What do we do when hope disappears?  Not just evaporating but hope is yanked 

from us abruptly and without warning.  Can you imagine the mood of the women when 



they saw this loved one, the one they served, the one they stood by and followed when 

others denied and abandoned him, die on the cross?  Imagine how they feel when they 

observe their one hope have people yell crucify him, how they feel and after being 

tried, tortured, beaten, humiliated, and put to death.?  They were looking forward to 

being restored as a part of society and to be able to have eternal life, which now 

appears out of their reach.   Their hope ends abruptly.  They are confused, deeply 

saddened and frightened as they mourn. and they are also confused but are also very 

afraid.  Will I be next? Am I safe? What will happen to me now that I have lost all hope.  

What should I do?   

     The women do what they always do. It is important when a name is used in 

scripture.  Their importance is demonstrated when we don’t say woman but rather we 

say their names: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James.   Jesus 

elevates women beyond being property and now it is they that are at the center of the 

resurrection story. They are remarkable because while others abandon Jesus these 

helpers of Jesus stand nearby and witness the events of Jesus’ crucifixion and death. 

They are central to the early church through their proclamation. Luke makes some 

interesting points  

1) Jesus suffering and death are not contradictions of God’s redemptive power - 

they bring God’s purpose to realization.  

2) Jesus ascension and resurrection are grounded in Scripture and indicate God’s 

vindication of Jesus life, identity and the nature of his ministry 

3) The Scriptures of Israel are understood best in the life of Jesus including his 

death and resurrection 

4) As followers of Jesus we must not only be enabled to interpret the Scripture 

faithfully but we must also carry out Jesus ministry to the world. 

     Do you have trouble in believing in Christ? Jesus’s own brothers had difficulty in 

believing Jesus was the Messiah where John 7:5 says “for even his own brothers did 

not believe in him.”  But after his resurrection they later became leaders in the church, 

using his brother James as an example. The work of the Holy Spirit can transform us 

and nurture us even to this day. Our life of faith is lived in the meantime, between the 

resurrection and Jesus’ return. We walk by faith and not by sight, clinging to the 

promise that we will see the Lord, despite the fear and confusion we to 

experience.  Since being Christian is to believe in the power of the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, we observe Easter as the primary mark of a practicing Christian. As 

Christians we share our faith in the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to 



transform ourselves and the world. Each Sunday we gather to praise the resurrection, 

but Easter is a special day when we celebrate the glorious resurrection of Christ.  

     Do you have trouble believing you can be forgiven since you have done something 

so terribly wrong so you question if you can be forgiven?  Saul, who later was named 

Paul, was a zealous persecutor of Christians and wanted to destroy the Christian 

church.  In Acts 9 it tells of Saul’s encounter with Jesus after the resurrection where 

light from heaven flashed and Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply 

came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. In a great conversion story. Saul could 

not see when he went to get up but Jesus made it so he could see again.  Saul, who is 

later named Paul, claims to be the one Apostle who did not see Jesus while he was 

alive but saw him at this encounter after his resurrection.  So, this zealous persecutor 

of Christians had great impact in his writings and the spread of the gospel to people 

everywhere. Also, in the 23rd Chapter of Luke when Jesus was crucified he said 

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  God is the sole 

source of life, healing and forgiveness.  If Jesus forgave Saul and the ones who 

crucified him, then you can receive God’s forgiveness. By faith in Christ we are open to 

God’s unconditional love and grace so we will be blameless so we can spend eternity 

in a close relationship with God. 

     The pandemic of the last 2 years plus has left a lasting mark on us all and on the 

world. It looks like it is a better question of not when will Covid end but rather how do 

we live with Covid. How does Easter and the empty tomb allow us to see through the 

empty feelings that invaded our hearts this past two plus years and has caused us to 

live in great fear. We have dealt with a lot of tombs with the death of so many so it is 

precisely the fact that when the tomb was found empty death was defeated and we live 

in the hope of eternal life. This is not the end but the beginning. When we face the 

grave, we do not need to be afraid as we join centuries of believers that encounter 

Christ regularly. But because our future is secure we have the freedom to proclaim, the 

way the women proclaimed, and to share with others in making sense of Covid-19 and 

how it is not the final word.  

He is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia. Amen 

 

     


