
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.     

     This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, as we gather with Christians 

around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  This is 

an emotional time as we hear about the passion, the death, and the resurrection of 

Christ to help us understand. It is rooted in history since starting in the fourth century, 

the Christianized Passover festival that English speakers call Easter, took three days: 

1) Maundy Thursday 2) Good Friday, and 3) the first eucharist of Easter in what are 

one service joined together. The culmination is the Eucharist is from the Greek 

“eucharistia” for “thanksgiving” and is the central act of Christian worship and is 

practiced by most Christian churches in some form. Along with baptism it is one of the 

two sacraments most clearly found in the New Testament. The framers of the three-

year lectionary judged that, with the church of the future resembling that of the fourth 

more than that of the nineteenth, a full restoration of the classic Three Days was 

appropriate. The liturgy of the Three Days begins on Maundy Thursday with an act of 

confession and absolution that concludes the season of Lent and prepares everyone 

for the baptismal renewals of Easter. The word Maundy comes from the Latin, 

'mandatum', or 'command' which refers to the instructions Jesus gave his disciples at 

the Last Supper, where he said “I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another.”  Tonight, we celebrate Maundy Thursday which is also called Holy Thursday 

and is a public holiday in parts of the world. The 'command' is based on the instructions 

Jesus gave his disciples at the Last Supper, where he said “I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another.”   We remember Christ’s last meal with his 

disciples. but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise 

embodied in this meal. Jesus tells the disciples if you they, and us, love for one 

another people will know we are his disciples.   

     So, at the end of his life Jesus broke bread together with the disciples in his last 

meal at which he demonstrates how to love others by washing his loved one’s feet.  

Peter Simon was taken aback by this and asked why Jesus is going to wash his feet. 

Jesus responds to Peter he does not yet know why but later he would understand.   

    People wore sandals and walked in sand, dirt and mud and their feet were quite dirty 

and crusty.  It was a dirty job that was done by servants.  So, Jesus demonstrates 

serving others and doing it with humility.  Just in love we too are to serve others in 

humility. And serving others can be messy.  But it is what we are called to do so we 

demonstrate love for others. You can not always serve others at a distance.  

Sometimes you have to get down and dirty. Parents demonstrate love for their children 

when they are up all night with a sick child, they make an emergency run to the 



Emergency Room at the hospital, when they sacrifice for their children so they might 

have a better life, etc. 

     In all three readings, the people of God experience themselves as 

a meal community. Humans must eat to live, and humans eat together to become and 

maintain community. The Israelites are to keep the Passover meal “as a perpetual 

ordinance”; Paul assumes and corrects the meal practice of the Corinthians; John 

describes the last loving meal Jesus had with his disciples before his arrest. So, it is 

that over the centuries most Christian assemblies have shared a meal at their weekly 

meeting. The liturgy of the Three Days begins with this meal which strengthens us and 

keeps us in god’s grace so we can love and serve others in humility.   Go, do….Amen   


