
Grace and Peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen     The 

passion narrative is one of the few stories found in all 4 gospels. Each of the 

evangelists has a different goal and focus with Luke telling us he has set out to provide 

an orderly account. Luke focuses on the marginalized and the message of salvation. 

     In today’s story of salvation we move from hearing the crowd shift their shouts 

during the procession into Jerusalem of “Hosanna” to later shouts of “Crucify him, 

Crucify him.” After Jesus celebrates that last meal with his disciples he is arrested and 

tried because he says he is the Son of God, the King the Messiah.  When Jesus hears 

these charges he doesn’t agree nor does he dispute these claims.  

In Luke’s gospel. Jesus on the cross asks God to forgive “them,” and which includes 

us. Then and now we don’t always know what we are doing. Because of this, we 

always stand in need of God’s forgiveness. The forgiveness of our sins in  baptism 

continue as we are a new creation daily when we ask for forgiveness.                   

Jesus does express he is out of control or abandoned.  

     Because of the length of the gospel I am going to focus on the crucifixion of Christ. 

Jesus was put to the cross in the place called the Scull, also called Golgatha, and 

Calvary with two criminals. One was hung on his left and the other on his right.  Then 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  This can 

speak to us as it speaks to those who executed Jesus.  We don’t always know what we 

are doing as all people fall short of the glory of God.  And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing as was according to scripture. Jesus came into this world without material 

things and left this world also without material things, not even clothes on his back.  

     While the people watched the leaders said “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself.     Taken together only part of their statement was true: they recognized Jesus 

saved others.  They stated this because they heard or saw the many miracles or signs 

Jesus had done such as healing the sick, giving sight to the blind and raising Lazarus 

from the dead.  Even his enemies showed they recognized Jesus power to save.  

     The statement “he cannot save himself” however, was false.  He could have said 

the right thing to Pilate and Pilate would have released him. Pilate was actually anxious 

to set him free. But Jesus was not seeking release from Pilate. Jesus became silent 

during the questioning. He could have just said the right thing to Pilate and Pilate 

would have just said, "I see no reason to keep him” and he had the power to disperse 

the religious leaders and the crowds.  Or Jesus could have done what he said to Peter 



earlier, "Peter, put away your sword. Don't you realize that at this moment, I could call 

for ten legions of angels to deliver me from their hands? The cup that the Father has 

given me to drink, shall I not drink it?" He could have saved himself by calling on the 

angels to come and deliver him out of the hands of these religious leaders. He could 

have saved himself, but he didn't save himself because he was obedient to his Father 

and hence saved the world.  

     Here is the irony. "He saved others; he cannot save himself" when taken as a whole 

statement is true. Even though the second part of is false, as a whole statement it is 

true. If he is to save others, he cannot save himself. You see, if he saves Himself, then 

he can't save others. The only way Jesus can save others is by not saving himself. So, 

the statement as the whole is true. "He saved others; Himself He cannot save." You 

can't do both. You can't save yourself and others. You can only save others. He can 

only save others by giving himself as a sacrifice.         One of the criminals kept 

deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” The other 

criminal asked, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what 

we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise.”  This is the power of Christ.  This is what we all 

wish we are able to do - join Jesus in paradise. At the end, even though it was noon, 

darkness came over the land until 3 o’clock.  The curtain of the temple that kept people 

from the forbidden holy of holies was torn in half.   Jesus is in control and at the end 

Jesus cries out, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” Jesus has been 

obedient to his Father and is now ready to return to the one who sent him. The 

Centurion said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” Jesus, the perfect scapegoat.  Who 

died for us, so we can be in paradise. Amen 

 

 


