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Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please 

sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are 

blessed through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call the church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the 

sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and 

includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the 

service. Clipboards are available for use during the service with children's 

bulletins, activities and crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to 

locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the 

back of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small 

groups or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-

el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office 

email address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is 

Elene Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us.  We believe that 

Holy Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as 

Savior, and an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as 

acceptance of the scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with 

his body and blood in the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship.  Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight.  We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 

http://www.stpaul-el.org/
http://www.stpaul-el.org/
mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. 

Wading in the water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus 

(celebrating Holy Communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen 

Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites 

us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.   

 

PRELUDE 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the 

presiding minister begins: 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with 

Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for 

this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea 

for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin 

is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass 

safely through. 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and 

enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren 

places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. 



Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim 

us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our 

hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, 

glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! ELW 373    
  

"Christ the Lord is ris'n today!" 

All on earth with angels say; 

raise your joys and triumphs high; 

sing, O heav'ns; and earth, reply. 
 

Love's redeeming work is done, 

fought the fight, the battle won. 

Lo! The sun's eclipse is o'er. 

Lo! He sets in blood no more. 
 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

Christ has burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids his rise; 

Christ has opened paradise. 
 

Lives again our glorious king! 

Where, O death, is now your sting? 

Once he died our souls to save; 

where your victory, O grave? 
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heav'n! 

Praise to thee by both be giv'n. 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

hail, the resurrection, thou! 



King of glory, soul of bliss, 

everlasting life is this: 

thee to know, thy pow'r to prove, 

thus to sing, and thus to love! 

 

GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints 

we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, 

show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING     Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the 

Way of Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation 

beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.  

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or 



women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going 

along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The 

reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter 

the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” [7The men who were 

traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw 

no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he 

could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 

Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 

drank. 

 10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said 

to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord 

said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house 

of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 

praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and 

lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias 

answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil 

he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from 

the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to 

him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 

before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will 

show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So 

Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, 

has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 

sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking 

some food, he regained his strength. 

  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and 

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 

the Son of God.”] 



Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 30 

You have turned my wailing into dancing. (Ps. 30:11) 

 1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 

  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 

  and you restored me to health. 

 3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 

  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

 4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 

  give thanks in holy remembrance.  

 5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 

  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 6While I felt secure, I said, 

  “I shall never be disturbed. 

 7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 

 8I cried to you, O LORD; 

  I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 

 9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 

  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

 10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 

  O LORD, be my helper.”  

 11You have turned my wailing into dancing; 

  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 

 12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 

  O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  

 

 



SECOND READING Revelation 5:11-14 

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic 

worship around the throne. At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.” 

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of 

myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, 

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 

and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 

 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be blessing and honor and glory and might 

 forever and ever!” 
14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 10, Page 205
  

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: 

open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire with in us; 

speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing 

for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT John 21:1-19 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the twenty-first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were 

first called. After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a 

final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience. 

1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself 

again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 

this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 

Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 

of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said 

to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that 

night they caught nothing. 

 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not 

know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, 

have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to 

the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now 

they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That 

disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, 

dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about 

a hundred yards off. 

 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish 

on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you 

have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 

ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there 

were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and 

have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 

you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the 

bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now 

the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from 

the dead. 

 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 



you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second 

time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 

sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 

me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you 

were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you 

wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 

someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 

wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 

glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389 

  

 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
   

 Christ is alive! No longer bound 

 to distant years in Palestine, 

 but saving, healing, here and now, 

 and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 

 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 

 where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

 and lives, where even hope has died. 



 

 Women and men, in age and youth, 

 can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  

 and find the way, the life, the truth, 

 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 

 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

 good news to this and every age, 

 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 



  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

 (A brief silence) 

A: Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the 

world as you sent your apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come 

and see your wondrous acts in Christ. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by 

natural forces and human negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life 

that purifies air and water and that feeds humans and other living 

creatures. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them 

hope when they struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor 

fair treatment and just wages. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A:  Protect and watch over those serving in our armed forces;  assure 

them of your never-failing strength.  We pray especially Beth & Ryan, 

Jacob, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Restore all people who cry to you for help. We pray especially for 

those we silently lift before you now.  (a brief moment for those names to 

be shared in prayer). Turn their mourning into dancing, clothe them with 

joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips. God, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

(Ahren, Anne, Bev, the family of Caleb Sandoval, the family of Chuck Fagg, David, 

John, Jon, Judy’s family, Lawton, Lera and family who have left and family still in 

Ukraine, Lori & family, Rob and Tara.) 

A: Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you. 

Sustain them by your faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of 

Jesus. God, in your mercy,   

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We pray for our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, 

and Pastor Carl. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father 

are one, be with the leaders and the congregation Trinity Lutheran in New 

Era. God, in your mercy,   

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising 

Christ and bestowing upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal 

Christ’s glory to us and through us in our worship. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 



GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your 

peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us 

through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we 

may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 



BLESSING  

P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the lifegiving 

Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   All Creatures, Worship God Most High! ELW 835

   

All creatures, worship God most high! 

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 

sing, sister moon and stars of night: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 

you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Dear sister water, useful, clear, 

make music for your Lord to hear: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, 

drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Dear mother earth, so rich in care, 

praise God in colors bright and rare: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

All who for love of God forgive, 

all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ bears your burdens and your fears; 

still make your song amid the tears: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

And you, most gentle sister death, 

waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, 

fair is the night that leads us home. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

O sisters, brothers, take your part, 

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All creatures, bless the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools, to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving.  You may use the free GivePlus App 

(Google Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished 

on our website at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 

SUNDAY, May 1st   

Pantry Offering 

10:00 AM - Worship Service  

 

WEDNESDAY, May 4th  

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

5:15 PM – Pantry Distribution 

  

SATURDAY, May 7th   

9:00 AM to noon – Grounds Clean Up   

 

SUNDAY, May 8th   

10:00 AM - Worship Service   

 


