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Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please 

sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are 

blessed through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call the church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) 

can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound 

system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards are 

available for use during the service with children's bulletins, activities and 

crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the 

back of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups 

or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office email 

address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is Elene 

Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us.  We believe that 

Holy Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as 

Savior, and an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as 

acceptance of the scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with his 

body and blood in the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship.  Kay always makes the 

most delicious snacks to our delight.  We would love this opportunity to 

introduce you to the St. Paul community. 

 

 
 

http://www.stpaul-el.org/
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P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to 

believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter 

mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John 

the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over 

death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again 

and again in the mystery of Holy Communion, inviting us to touch and taste 

his presence, and offering us his peace. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the 

presiding minister begins: 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 



For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 

of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG We Walk by Faith ELW 635 

   

We walk by faith and not by sight; 

 with gracious words draw near, 

 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

 "My peace be with you here." 
 

 We may not touch your hands and side, 

 nor follow where you trod; 

 but in your promise we rejoice, 

 and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

and may our faith abound 

 to call on you when you are near 

 and seek where you are found: 
 

 For you, O resurrected Lord, 

are found in means divine: 

beneath the water and the word, 

beneath the bread and wine. 
 

 And when our life of faith is done, 



 in realms of clearer light 

 we may behold you as you are,  

 with full and endless sight. 

 

GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you.  

 

KYRIE ELW Setting 8, Page 184-5 

Refrain 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day. 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church,  

for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response  

to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, 

for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

For your Spirit to guide;  

that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 

hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in 

your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661 

Refrain 

I love to tell the story; 

'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING   Acts 5:27-32 

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the 

early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 

27When they had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict 



orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 

your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 

us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than 

any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom 

you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand 

as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the 

Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 118:14-29 

You are my God, and I will exalt you. (Ps. 118:28)   

    14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the 

righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 



  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 25Hosanna! O LORD, save us! 

  We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  

 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; 

  we bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God and has given us light. 

  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 

 28You are my God, and I will thank you; 

  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 

 29Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever.  

 

SECOND READING  Revelation 1:4-8 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ 

experienced by a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ 

as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.  

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from 

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 

the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made 

us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 



 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 

was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 8, Page 188 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT   John 20:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen 

Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships 

Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for 

those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.” 
 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 



the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 

will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

SERMON  Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Green Blade Rises ELW  379 
  

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 

thinking that he would never wake again; 



laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

your touch can call us back to life again, 

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
(A brief silence) 

A: Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your 

goodness to go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe 

that Jesus is our salvation and life. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to 

live well with your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of 

resurrection life in the natural world. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and 

compassion. By your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those 

who are most in need. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A:  Protect your people wherever we are.  Watch over those serving in our 

armed forces and assure them of your never-failing strength.  We pray 

especially for Beth & Ryan, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. God, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome 

by the fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace. We pray 

especially for those whom we silently lift before you now. (a brief moment 

for those names to be shared in prayer) God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

(Anne, the family of Caleb Sandoval, the family of Chuck Fagg, the family of Doug 

Chafin, John, Jon, Judy’s family, Lera and family who have left and family still in 

Ukraine, Lori & family, Rob and Tara.) 

A: Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise.  With joyful 

motion and sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to 

ourselves.  

We pray for our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and 

Pastor Carl.  Guide them and their staffs as they live out their callings to 

serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, 

be with the leaders and the congregation of First Lutheran in Muskegon.   

God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed 

your Son as Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live 

according to his ways. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 



GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    

 

THE MEAL 

P: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

     

The gifts of the bread, wine, and contributions 

are brought forward to the altar. 

 

OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 184 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

 unite them with the prayers we offer. 

 Grace our table with your presence, 

 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your 

peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us 

through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may 

be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 



P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 

glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 

gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and 

in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 

Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 8, Page 190 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  



P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

All baptized, communing Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with 

us. All others are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

Communion will be offered a couple of ways.  You may either take a 

communion cup with host as you enter worship and come forward to the rail 

or take part where you are seated.  Or you may come forward and receive 

Communion directly from the Pastor at the rail.  

When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle; 

kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot 

closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back.  After 

receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the 

center aisle.  If you prefer grape juice, please ask the assisting minister. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are 

thirsty, come. 



 

COMMUNION HYMN  Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471  

 

 Let us break bread together on our knees; 

 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 

Refrain 

 When I fall on my knees, 

 with my face to the rising sun, 

 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

 let us drink wine together on our knees.    Refrain 
 

 Let us praise God together on our knees; 

 let us praise God together on our knees.    Refrain 

 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

C: Amen. 

A: The blood of Christ shed for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

(When all have returned to their seats, 

please rise as you are able.) 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep 

you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 



C: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we 

have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no 

more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection that, 

through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving 

Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW 535 

  

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness. 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness.     
 

Christ the Lord to us said:  

I am wine, I am bread, 

I am wine, I am bread,  

give to all who thirst and hunger.     
 

Now he sends us all out,  

strong in faith, free of doubt, 

strong in faith, free of doubt.  

Tell to all the joyful gospel.   
   

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness. 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness.     

 



DISMISSAL 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools, to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving.  You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our 

website at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24th  

10:00 AM - Worship Service - In Person 

Fish Fry for Friendship House  PLEASE JOIN US TODAY! 

MONDAY, April 25th  

7:00 PM – Bible Study – ZOOM Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, April 27th  

2:00 PM – Service Recording 

THURSDAY, APRIL 28th 

1:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

SUNDAY, MAY 1st   

10:00 AM - Worship Service - In Person 

Pantry Offering 

 

 


