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Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please 

sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are 

blessed through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call the church at 351-8541. 

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the 

sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and 

includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the 

service. Clipboards are available for use during the service with children's 

bulletins, activities and crayons. Please see an usher if you are unable to 

locate them. 

Sunday School/Education is available September-May.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the 

upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please leave it in the 

back of the church and we will make sure it is recycled. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the 

lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small 

groups or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-

el.org. 

Contacting Us:  Our office manager is Norma VanKuiken. The office 

email address is officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our director of music is 

Elene Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message for her at 351-8541.  

Holy Communion is available at each service. All baptized, communing 

Christians are invited to celebrate Communion with us.  We believe that 

Holy Communion requires sincere repentance, faith in Jesus Christ as 

Savior, and an earnest desire to amend one’s sinful life, as well as 

acceptance of the scriptural teaching of the Real Presence of Christ with 

his body and blood in the Sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism).  

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship.  Kay always makes 

the most delicious snacks to our delight.  We would love this opportunity 

to introduce you to the St. Paul community. 

http://www.stpaul-el.org/
http://www.stpaul-el.org/
mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


P-Presiding Minister A-Assisting Minister C-Congregation 

 

Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of 

the journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, 

mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though persecuted and beaten, 

Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for 

those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these 

forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying 

Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting 

in God’s redeeming love. 

 

THE GATHERING 

We gather and begin in the narthex.   

Please pick up a bulletin and a palm for the procession. 

 

P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C:  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, chapter 19, verses 28-40. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Entrance into the final days 

28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 

the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those 



who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 

colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; 

and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he 

rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was 

now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 

multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for 

all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying, 

 “Blessed is the king 

  who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Peace in heaven, 

  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your 

disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 

stones would shout out.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and 

was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and 

branches along his way.  Bless these branches and those who carry 

them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, 

joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through 

the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 



PROCESSION 

P:  Let us go forth in peace, 

C:  in the name of Christ. Amen. 

The procession into the church begins, the congregation following the 

minister, as the following hymn is sung. 

  

GATHERING SONG All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW 344

  

 Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 

 to you, redeemer, king, 

 to whom the lips of children 

 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

 You are the king of Israel 

 and David's royal Son, 

 now in the Lord's name coming, 

our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 

The company of angels 

are praising you on high; 

creation and all mortals 

in chorus make reply.  Refrain 
 

The multitude of pilgrims 

with palms before you went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 

before you we present.  Refrain 
 

To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise. 

To you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise.  Refrain 



 Their praises you accepted; 

 accept the prayers we bring, 

 great author of all goodness, 

 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the 

presiding minister begins: 

P:  In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with 

us, and guides us in our pilgrimage. 

C:  Amen. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not 

trusted your promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own 

day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to 

recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn 

us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of 

your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  



C:  And also with you.  

 

KYRIE ELW Setting 10, Page 203 

Have mercy on us, Lord,  

and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; 

it saves us from despair. 
 

Have mercy on us, Christ, 

and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole 

that new life may begin. 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord; 

make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; 

create in us new hearts! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you 

sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death 

on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to 

your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 



Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil    ELW 512 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your word. 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING     Isaiah 50:4-9a 

This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the 

servant’s obedience amid persecution. Though the servant has been 

variously understood as the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, 

Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems.  

 4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 
 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; 



  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 31:9-16 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
 

 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are 

consumed. 

 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a 

dismay to my acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a broken pot.  

 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You are my God. 

 15My times are in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 



who persecute me. 

 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

  save me in your steadfast love.”  

 

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11 

Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble 

obedience in his incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his 

exaltation and glory as Lord of all.  

 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 
 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 10, Page 205
  

We are turning, Lord, to hear you; 

you are merciful and kind – 

slow to anger, rich in blessing, 

and with love to us inclined. 

(Please be seated.) 

 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE 

(see booklet) 

 

Narrator  Pat Cramer Pilate Max 

Jesus Steve Kreuer First Criminal Julie Anderson 

Peter Kay Seppala Second Criminal Craig Anderson 

People Congregation Servant, Witness,  

Centurion 

Chuck Nelson 

 

SERMON  Pastor Carl Ballard 

 

(Please rise as you are able.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264 

  

Prepare the royal highway; 

the King of kings is near! 



Let ev'ry hill and valley 

a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, 

foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

for he fulfills God's word! 
 

God's people, see him coming: 

your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! 

Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 

Then fling the gates wide open 

to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev'ry nation 

its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; 

their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 

His is no earthly kingdom; 

it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

 (A brief silence) 

A: We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. 

Make us unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as 

we confront the forces of injustice and practice radical compassion. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to 

recognize your divine goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a 

reverence for creation, that we take greater care of its resources. Merciful 

God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and 

compassion: Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged 

with new ideas. Deliver them from fear that limits imagination and 

impedes justice. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A:  For those serving in our armed forces; assure them of your never-

failing strength.  We pray especially Beth & Ryan, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, 

and Alex. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: 

Accompany those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are 

wrongly accused, and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. 

Heal those who are ill. We pray especially for those we silently lift before 

you now.  (a brief moment for those names to be shared in prayer). 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

(Angie, the family of Caleb Sandoval, the family of Chuck Fagg, the family of Doug 

Chafin, John, Jon, Judy’s family, Lera and family who have left and family still in 

Ukraine, Lori & family, Rob and Tara.) 

A: For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with 

Jesus to the cross: Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of 

humble service, unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all 

from death to life. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A:  We pray for our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, 

and Pastor Carl.  As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the 

Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation Trinity Lutheran 

in Millersburg.   Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



A: We remember those who have died, who were commended into your 

hands. Remember us when you come into your kingdom and prepare a 

place for each of us with you in paradise. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

    

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    

 

THE MEAL 

The gifts of the bread, wine, and contributions 

are brought forward to the altar. 

 

OFFERTORY            As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465 

 

Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 
 

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 
 

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 



OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. 

Now we gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. 

Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the 

body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave 

salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 10, Page 207 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 



Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. 

  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

All baptized, communing Christians are invited to celebrate Communion 

with us. All others are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

Communion will be offered a couple of ways.  You may either take a 

communion cup with host as you enter worship and come forward to the 



rail or take part where you are seated.  Or you may come forward and 

receive Communion directly from the Pastor at the rail.  

When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle; 

kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot 

closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back.  After 

receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the 

center aisle.  If you prefer grape juice, please ask the assisting minister. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

C: Amen. 

A: The blood of Christ shed for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

(When all have returned to their seats, 

please rise as you are able.) 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep 

you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with 

your body, the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-

giving hope to a world in need.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and 

strengthened for the journey. 

Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and 

always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    Beneath the Cross of Jesus ELW 338

   

Beneath the cross of Jesus 

I long to take my stand; 

the shadow of a mighty rock 

within a weary land, 

a home within a wilderness, 

a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat 

and burdens of the day. 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus, 

my eye at times can see 

the very dying form of one 

who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, 

two wonders I confess: 



the wonder of his glorious love 

and my unworthiness. 
 

I take, O cross, your shadow 

for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than 

the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, 

to know no gain nor loss, 

my sinful self my only shame, 

my glory all, the cross. 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools, to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving.  You may use the free GivePlus App 

(Google Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished 

on our website at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 10th  

Palm Sunday 

10:00 AM - Worship Service - In Person 

MONDAY, April 11th  

7:00 PM – Bible Study – ZOOM Meeting 

THURSDAY, APRIL 14th 

1:00 PM – Pantry Distribution 

6:30 PM - Maundy Thursday Service 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15th 

   6:30 PM – Good Friday Service 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17th  

Easter Sunday 

10:00 AM - Worship Service - In Person 

 


