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Brothers and Sisters in the Resurrected Christ, 

The last Sunday of February was the Transfiguration of Christ. We met in person again 

after a hiatus, we installed our faithful and competent Council Members, burned the 

mortgage after worship then celebrated as Bob and Kay hosted a Mardi Gras 

celebration in the Fellowship Hall. It was nice to see people in person again and we 

look forward to additional people worshipping again in person as the Omicron numbers 

continue to drop dramatically.  

     In March we move into Lent on Ash Wednesday 

and will continue until Easter, April 17th. It is a 

season of prayer, devotion introspection, and 

doing for others. During Lent, we can reflect on the 

events of the life of Christ as we journey with 

Christ up to Jerusalem, and up on the cross which 

ends up with Jesus’ resurrection ultimately up to 

heaven. Forty days of penitent reflection is indeed 

inspired by the Jesus’s own forty-day experience 

(we don’t count Sundays in Lent) as depicted in 

the synoptic gospels. 

     We may not find ourselves led out into the 

wilderness by the Holy Spirit like Jesus. We may 

not face the devil to tempt us face to face. But in the wildernesses that we find 

ourselves in today, especially after 2 years of a pandemic, it has taken its physical, 

emotional, or spiritual toll on us and we find our identity tested. We may live life day to 

day, taking on the fear and anxiety while thinking about our very existence. In this time 

of isolation and discouragement, we can’t help but think that we are not good enough 

to be children of God. 

Guiding Principles 
 

We are a people who:  

 Listen for God's Call  

 Believe and Trust in God's 

Call  

 Answer God's Call  

 Support each other in times 

of joy and sorrow  

 Live out our faith in prayer 

and service  

 Share food with the hungry  

 Believe the gospel is for all, 

not just Christians.  

 

 



      During this time of isolation and loneliness it is easy to be aware of our limitations 

and our proclivities, and the tempter takes every opportunity possible to remind us of 

where we fall short. Lent is a time journey through the wilderness to reflect on our own 

shortcomings, as we remember Psalm 46:10 (NRSV)   

    “Be still, and know that I am God! 

    I am exalted among the nations, 

    I am exalted in the earth.” 

We need to get out of our own way and be nothing less than members of God’s family, 

as we focus on our identify formed in baptism as one of God’s children.,  

Through this journey we move from human shortcomings and thoughts of death to the 

resurrection.  

     To assist in this journey everyone should have received the daily devotional In View 

of God’s Mercy by David Boyd. Families should have received the devotional it’s a 

Glorious Mystery Devotional and Detective Work. There will also be mid-week worship 

after the soup supper at 6pm.  

     As always if you need anything, me please call me at 517-515-3129. 

Blessings on your Lenten journey fellow baptized children of Christ. 

Pr. Carl 

_ ELCA  

An Interfaith Call to Peace for Ukraine 

February 24, 2022 

Though we have been anxious about the recent growing tensions between Ukraine 

and Russia and between Russia and the NATO countries in recent weeks, we remain 

deeply concerned, as we have been since 2014, for the impact of this ongoing conflict 

on innocent civilians throughout Ukraine. All parties to the conflict must take every 

measure possible to protect civilians. All parties and the international community must 

renew efforts to de-escalate this threat to international peace and security. 

All our religious traditions call us to pray and work for peace. We join our voices and 

hands together. We must open our eyes to those who are suffering, and we cannot 

remain indifferent to the injustice this conflict has brought on the people of Ukraine and 

may bring on people of neighboring countries. 



We call on all those involved—whether governments, movements or individuals—to 

repent of aggression and violence, and turn instead to the way of peace through 

dialogue. We also call upon the faithful people of our congregations and communities 

to pray for wisdom, peace and justice to prevail in Ukraine.  

Join us as we pray:  

Oh Divine, most mighty, most merciful, our sacred stories tell us that you help and 

save your people. You are the fortress: may there be no more war. You are the 

harvest: may there be no more hunger. You are the light: may no one die alone or in 

despair. Oh Divine, most majestic, most motherly, grant us your life. Amen. 

 

 Council 

The next Council Meeting will be March 17th. Thank You. 

 

_ Worship 

Women's Bible Study   We meet the second Wednesday each month at 11:00 am. Our 

next meeting will be March 9th. Please join us. 

The kingdom of God: What does it mean for God to be in charge? 

 by the Rev. Mark Allan Powell 

New Testament scholar Mark Allan Powell looks at a widely used biblical image and 

invites us into a discussion of what it might mean for Lutheran women today. The phrase 

“kingdom of God” and similar expressions turn up repeatedly in sayings of Jesus, so 

understanding what that expression means helps us to make sense of numerous 

parables and popular Bible passages (including the Lord’s Prayer). There may be some 

surprises: the phrase refers to an activity, not a location—and it has nothing to do with 

God being a “king,” at least as far as that image suggests a (usually male) tyrant who 

gives orders and dominates the lives of his subjects. Powell is author of the world’s best-

selling New Testament textbook and editor of the Harper-Collins Bible Dictionary. 

March 9th - Eternal life in the Gospel of John – In the fourth Gospel Jesus uses the 

expression “eternal life” to talk about what he calls the “kingdom of God” in the other 

Gospels. The phrase does not just refer to life that is eternally long, but also (indeed, 

especially) to life that is eternally deep—life that is endless in value and meaning. We 

will look at some popular passages, including John 3:16 and the story of Jesus and the 

woman at the well to discover how our lives can be marked by love and purpose. 

April 2023 - Looking to the future: Life forever with God 



Please contact Norma (officemanager@stpaul-el.org) or call the church office at 351-

8541, for more information and a copy of the Study. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekly Bible Study –  

We will begin to meet via Zoom for Bible Study on Monday March 14 at 7:00 pm. The 

Bible Study will be led by Pastor Carl. Jon will return in May from Taiwan. 

We will meet every Monday except the first Monday of each month, due to Worship 

Committee meetings. We will study each week the text for the Gospel Lesson for the 

following Sunday Worship. 

We will follow the same process: 

• Listen as someone reads the text 

• Explore differences in translation 

• Reflect on text 

• Discuss its significance in telling the story of Jesus 

• Seek the importance to ourselves and our community 

We will spend one to one and a half hours in our Study. We believe that we are 

blessed by our study and our time in community. Please consider becoming a part of 

the group.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bar Theology is normally on the 4th Sunday evening at 6:30 pm. Our next meeting is 

March 27th at Red Cedar Spirits, beginning at 6:30 pm. Please verify that we are still 

meeting and if we are, join us for in person fellowship. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARCH READINGS 

Sunday, March 6th  Sunday, March 13th         

First Sunday of Lent Second Sunday of Lent   

Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Genesis15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 Psalm 27 

Romans 10:8b-13 Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 

Luke 4:1-13 Luke 13:31-35 
 

mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


Sunday, March 20th Sunday, March 27th   

 Third Sunday of Lent Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 Isaiah 55:1-9 Joshua 5:9-12 

 Psalm 63:1-8 Psalm 32 

 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 Luke 13:1-9 Luke 15:1-3. 11b-32 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Next Worship Committee meeting ~  

Monday, March 7th at 6:30 pm.  

 Prayer List 

You will note that our prayer list is much shorter starting on March 13th.  Please let Norma 

know if anyone you had previously listed in the prayers should be reentered.  Our goal 

is to keep this list as current as possible. Thank You. 

These are recent prayer requests for you:  Angie, Chuck, the family of Doug Chafin, 

John, Lera and her family in Ukraine, Rob and Tara. 

  Help Wanted 

Volunteer Opportunities for Virtual Worshippers 

If you are not yet ready to return to worship in person but would be able to contribute a 

little time at church when there are not a lot of other people around, please consider 

helping out with the following: 

Communion set up. Filling the wine cups and changing altar paraments (when 

necessary) for Sunday services can be done whenever you are available during the 

week. Just follow the instructions posted in the sacristy. 

Reader and Assisting Minister for virtual services. Since there is no Communion for the 

virtual services, one person can read both parts. The lessons, prayers, and other short 

parts are all printed in the bulletin, which is available at the recording time, and if you 

request it, Norma may be able to send you a copy earlier. The recordings are made on 

Wednesdays at 2 p.m. At that time, there are usually just two or three other people in 

the building, so it’s easy to keep safe distancing. You would not be required to be these 

assistants on Sunday mornings unless you would be comfortable doing that.  



Please let Pastor Carl know if you could help in one or both of these ways or if you have 

questions. 

    Social Outreach & Ministry 

Food Pantry Newsletter Report for March 2022 Bev J. 

A total of 100 clients were served in January 2022, which meant 43 families were 

helped. We are continuing to serve Food Pantry clients on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

of the month from 5:30-7:15 p.m. and on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 

1:00-4:00 p.m. We will be seeing clients on the 5th Wednesday of the month from 11:00 

a.m.-1:00 p.m., as needed. Thank you to all of our volunteers who help to keep 

providing this valuable service to our clients. We couldn’t run this program without you.  

Our food pantry has received donations of 961.8 pounds of food from members as well 

as outside donors from the community during January and February 2022. We are very 

grateful for these donations and they really come in handy. 

The Food Pantry is seeking volunteers who could work at pantry distribution on 

Wednesday evenings and Thursday afternoon pantry days. If you would like to help but 

cannot work an entire shift or have lifting restrictions, your help would still be valuable 

to us. Anyone who is interested in helping can contact Bev Johnson or Tracy Collins. 

We wanted to share with everyone that while packaging some potatoes for clients this 

month, a heart shaped potato was once again found in the bag as happened last year. 

This was a special blessing that day. 

 



The following is a list of items needed for the Food Pantry which are not generally 

available from the Greater Lansing Food Bank: 

 

 Dish Soap Toilet Paper Cake Mixes  

 Laundry Soap Paper Towels Brownie Mixes  

 Shampoo  Kleenex Canned Vegetable

 Conditioner Deodorant Boxed Salt

 Disposable Razors Catsup Mustard  

 Syrup     Spices Hot Cocoa Mixes 

 Tea Coffee Cereal  

 Toothpaste/Toothbrushes Tomato Sauce/Paste Jell-O/Pudding 

 

 

 Just A Thought 

Hope, Trust and Chaos Bev Dirkin 

What is hope but the expectation that the future can be better than the past has been? 

Life brings struggle and pain, that can’t be erased by wealth or status or anything that 

the world might hold as dear. So why is there a preponderance of hope visible as you 

explore the world? Why do the children sing as they stand in-line for food relief? Why 

does the poorest street dweller continue to look for work? Why do the parents live 

through their bright and joyful child? They all see a promise that circumstances can 

change, that improvements are possible and that the future can hold a better life. 

But there can be no hope without a foundation of trust. Hope exists only on the basis 

that one can trust in God and God’s people. Hope builds because people respond with 

offered promise. In this world we trust in the relief worker that brings the food, that it 

will be nourishing and sustain further life. We trust in our institutions of Government 

and Business, trying to hold them accountable. We trust that there will be jobs and 

continue to send our children to school to prepare for them. We trust in the innate 

goodness of our fellow human creatures and that our children can make a difference in 

the world of the future, even though we feel unable to change the present. But most of 

all, we trust that God is in our lives, ever present, and that we are created in His image. 

We trust that our Creator will make sure that we do not destroy his creation and that 

even though we die, we live. Trust brings about hope and hope keeps us all moving 

forward with plans for the future and promises to keep. 



We live in a world of instant, personal access to the disasters happening in the world. 

The evening news can bring us horrible images of death and destruction. For 

earthquakes on islands or coastlands surrounded by water, it is not just the buildings 

that crash down from the quake, but the walls of water that pick up all in their path and 

pour over the face of the earth. Then radiation leaks from the damaged nuclear plants 

threaten the lives of the areas’ people. Those who don’t die from the earthquake 

damage or drown with the tsunami, now have to worry about exposure to the air and 

the water that may poison their bodies. Is the devastation increasing on this earth, or is 

this a case of more information now gives us a deeper sense of what is happening? 

Now we see the faces of the victims as their bodies are dragged from the debris or the 

water, rather than just reading a headline or looking at a still photograph. My friend 

asks me if the technology of today is making us more aware of the devastation or is it 

desensitizing us to it? I am there on the hill, looking down on the people and buildings, 

cars and houses being swept away below. I am still in my family room, with dinner in 

my lap, watching my TV – dry, comfortable, removed from what is actually happening. 

Does my horror increase or decrease because of this? Does my empathy for the 

victims increase or decrease, because of this? I do not know.  

I still believe in chaos. God began creation in the beginning…and God continues 

creation even today. In the beginning there was only chaos. God separated the chaos 

from the creation, but it is still trying, and succeeding, to intrude on creation. We still 

feel and see the earth’s growing pains. Driving from L.A. to Las Vegas I saw the plates 

from deep in the earth that have broken off, heaved up and now look like giant pillars 

laying against their previous other halves. These are called fault lines and along these 

earthquakes travel. Flat places become tall places. Occasionally volcanoes, tall places, 

blow off their tops and become shorter. Lava pours from deep within and rolls down the 

sides of these tall places to fill flat places and deep places. Species depart, migrate or 

rise up anew. Creation is still in process. God is still working with our home, this earth, 

and we are not doing our best in caring for this creation. We are not helping, but trash 

the very place we occupy. My prayers and thoughts today are with all the people who 

experience the chaos, as they struggle to make meaning of these disasters. 

So we face tomorrow having hope, in the midst of chaos, because we trust in God to 

continue with creating our earth. We try to change our practices and look for ways to 

improve our contribution to harming our planet. We work to reduce our use of fossil 

fuels, to stop polluting our air and work on reducing climate changes we are causing by 

our practices. When we no longer live on this earth, we trust that we will live in God’s 

awesome presence for eternity. 

 



 

 Celebrations 

   Birthdays 

17 Beth Roberts   

30 Kathy Klingensmith   

 Mark Buzzitta   

Anniversaries  
 

 27 Lynne & Jim Fortune 

  

  
 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should be, we may 
not have it on file. If you would like to have your day recognized in the future, please let 
the office know. We apologize for any errors that may have occurred, as it was not our 
intent.  

 

 Mark Your Calendars 

 St Paul Happenings for March 2022 

 2 Ash Wednesday Service – 6:00 PM 

  6 Pantry Offering 

 7 Worship Committee Meeting 

 9 Women’s Bible Study 

 17 Council Meeting  

 27 Bar Theology  

 28 Newsletter Deadline 

 Upcoming Events 

The Gift of Camp Freely Given 

We’ve got exciting news for the summer of 2022! There will be no registration fees for 

any of our campers at Stony Lake in 2022! In addition, every camper will receive a 

complimentary t-shirt and snacks from our camp store at no charge! Camp has always 

been a gift in the lives of those who attend, and now it is a gift given freely for all! We’re 

looking forward to seeing you in 2022! It’s going to be our best summer yet! 



For more information: 

SUMMER PROGRAMS • 2022 Summer Programs Announcement – Living Water 

Ministries (elcalivingwater.com) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Lent Wednesdays 

We will be meeting on each Wednesday during Lent at 6:30 pm.  

We would like to offer a soup and bread supper at 5:45 pm Wednesday evenings 

starting March 9th prior to each service.  

Would you like to sign up to bring a soup or bread to share?  

Please let Norma know what you can bring and/or if you will be attending. 

Hope to see you on Wednesdays! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Do you have something to share?   

Please have your articles ready for the next newletter by March 28th .   

Do you have something you’d like to share?… I don’t need to use your name.  

Continued blessings to each and everyone of you….Norma 

Stop talking 

Switch off your 

phone 

Stop commenting 

Listen 

Stop arguing 

Stop questioning 

Stop moaning 

Stop doubting 

Be sure 

Have faith 

No second 

opinion 

God is Almighty 

God is in control 

God is love 

God is King 

God is my hope, rock, fortress 

God is ever-present, a help in 
times of trouble 

God is my Father 

God is my shepherd – He will lead 
me, nourish me, protect me and 
restore me. 

https://elcalivingwater.com/2022announcement/
https://elcalivingwater.com/2022announcement/


March 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship  

 

28 
  

 

 

March 1 

 

2 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 
5:30 PM Pantry Dist 

 
6:00 pm – Ash 

Wednesday Service 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

6   

PANTRY OFFERING 

 
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship  
   
   
 

7 

 

6:30 - Worship 
Committee Meeting 

 

8 

 

 

9 

11:00 AM - Women’s 
Bible Study on ZOOM 

 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 
6:00 PM – Lent Service 

10 

 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

11 

 

12 

 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

13 

10:00 AM –IN PERSON 
Worship  

 
 

14 
7:00 PM -Bible Study – 

ZOOM Meeting 

15 

 

 

16 

 

2:00 – Service Recording 

 
5:30 PM Pantry Dist. 

 

6:00 PM – Lent Service 

17 

 

7:00 PM Council Meeting 

 

18 
 

19 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

 

20 
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship  
 
 
 

21 
7:00 PM -Bible Study – 

ZOOM Meeting 

22 

 

 

23 

 

2:00 – Service Recording 

 

6:00 PM – Lent Service 

 

24 

 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

25 

 
 

26 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

27 
10:00 AM –IN PERSON 

Worship  
 

6:30 PM – Bar Theology   

 
 

28 
7:00 PM -Bible Study – 

ZOOM Meeting 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

29 30 31 April    1 2 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 



 

 

Our Purpose: Feeding God’s people both inside and outside while listening to what the people need. 


