
 

 

Spirit of St. Paul  
St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, MI   

January 2022 

 

Hello Fellow Ministers in Christ,    

     What a year we had in 2021! Because of Covid we were not able to return to 

normalcy. We continued to record our worship, a devotion and kid’s chat each week and 

to worship in person outdoors or indoors, A core group that has been immunized and 

boosted continue to worship regularly. There was uncertainty because of the pandemic 

with immunizations and boosters bringing hope to begin returning to our traditional 

worship but the omicron variant has extended the waiting time since apparently cases 

aren’t as severe, but they spread widely. We are blessed since I have not heard of one 

case of Covid from contact at worship. Sadly, we lost a much beloved, remarkable 

person, Pastor Rich, along with member Judy F. Craig A. lost his father and then his 

brother just weeks later, while Norma V. lost her mother. There were high notes during 

this challenging year. High notes were the budget for 2022 was approved for 2022 as 

the people of St. Paul continue with their generosity so we can continue to have the 

resources for the new year to carry out our mission in the community. The Mission House 

is being paid off, so St. Paul is mortgage free, a remarkable feat in today’s environment. 

Joyfully James T. received his Doctorate 

and Elene V. entered the master’s program, 

both at MSU. We also had had three youth 

confirmed, a wedding, and dedicated 

members continued to feed the community 

and we also baptized two youth on 

December 26th, a great way to end the year. 

     In January we are still in the season of 

Christmas and then we come to Epiphany 

which is the manifestation of a divine being 

in Christ to the Gentiles as represented by 

the Magi which is celebrated on January 6th.  

Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) tells us.  

”In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child 
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who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 

so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road.” 

The powerful king Herod wants to kill Jesus but the insignificant people on the margins, 

the Gentile “wise men” and Mary and Joseph welcome God’s initiative. God’s will win 

the day and our Lord and Savior lives. The Messiah lives on to minister, teach, and heal 

others. Ultimately, this child, a new creation and a fulfillment of God’s promise to give us 

a King in the line of David becomes an adult to die for all of us as God intended. In turn, 

our belief in him opens up to us God’s unconditional love and grace so that we may be 

justified and be held blameless in God’s sight and live in right relationship with God 

forever. This is good news indeed.  

     As we go about the new year, we should have no fear since God gives us hope. That 

is why the Holy Spirit calls us to worship whenever possible where we can listen to God 

through scripture preaching, and song and he Holy Spirit then sends us out to the words 

to love and serve others The Christ candle is lit as a light to the world in this 

unprecedented time of darkness as we are reminded of our baptism and we take Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23172b
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into our bodies through the bread and wine to strengthen us in this quest and including 

loving one another as Jesus loved us.   

    Steve O. is a new Council Members this coming year. Steve has done a considerable 

amount of work at St. Paul for worship and music and has the best interest of the 

congregation at heart. Thank you to those whose terms are up for their service to the 

congregation. The Council who showed true leadership this past year and was in 

decisive in making decisions in the unprecedented times we are in, which we anticipate 

for next year also. Mary and I look forward to working with you this next year. 

Blessings to all on your New Year! 

Pr. Carl 

 Council 

The next Council Meeting will be January 20th. Thank You. 

 

_ Worship 

Women's Bible Study   We meet the second Wednesday each month at 11:00 am. Our 

next meeting will be January 12th. Please join us. 

The kingdom of God: What does it mean for God to be in charge? 

 by the Rev. Mark Allan Powell 

New Testament scholar Mark Allan Powell looks at a widely used biblical image and 

invites us into a discussion of what it might mean for Lutheran women today. The phrase 

“kingdom of God” and similar expressions turn up repeatedly in sayings of Jesus, so 

understanding what that expression means helps us to make sense of numerous 

parables and popular Bible passages (including the Lord’s Prayer). There may be some 

surprises: the phrase refers to an activity, not a location—and it has nothing to do with 

God being a “king,” at least as far as that image suggests a (usually male) tyrant who 

gives orders and dominates the lives of his subjects. Powell is author of the world’s best-

selling New Testament textbook and editor of the Harper-Collins Bible Dictionary. 

January 12th - Beautiful feet: Announcing the reign of God – The prophet Isaiah said, 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of one who announces, “Your God reigns!” 

No one has ever fit the description better than Jesus, who talked more about the reign 

of God than he did about anything else. We will ask, what would it mean for God to be 

in charge of our lives? And why would that be good news? 

• February 2022 - Mysteries of the kingdom: Parables, banquets and children 

• March 2022 - Eternal life in the Gospel of John 



 

 

• April 2023 - Looking to the future: Life forever with God 

Please contact Norma (officemanager@stpaul-el.org) or call the church office at 351-

8541, for more information and a copy of the Study. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekly Bible Study – is on vacation. Once Jon is settled into a routine, we will 

reconvene our weekly studies. Stay tuned! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JANUARY READINGS 

Sunday, January 2nd Sunday, January 9th         

2nd Sunday in Christmas  Baptism of Our Lord 

Jeremiah 31:7-14  Isaiah 43:1-7  

Psalm 147:12-20 Psalm 29  

Ephesians 1:3-14  Acts 8:14-17 

John 1: [1-9] 10-18 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

Sunday, January 16th Sunday, January 23rd   

 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

 Isaiah 62:1-5 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 Psalm 36:5-10 Psalm 19 

 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

 John 2:1-11 Luke 4:14-21 
 

Sunday, January 30th 

4th Sunday in Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Next Worship Committee meeting ~  

Monday, January 10th at 6:30 pm.  

Bar Theology is on the 4th Sunday evening at 6:30 pm. Next meeting is January 23rd at 

Red Cedar Spirits, beginning at 6:30 pm. Please join us for in person fellowship. 

mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


 

 

  Help Wanted 

Volunteer Opportunities for Virtual Worshippers 

If you are not yet ready to return to worship in person but would be able to contribute a 

little time at church when there are not a lot of other people around, please consider 

helping out with the following: 

Communion set up. Filling the wine cups and changing altar paraments (when 

necessary) for Sunday services can be done whenever you are available during the 

week. Just follow the instructions posted in the sacristy. 

Reader and Assisting Minister for virtual services. Since there is no Communion for the 

virtual services, one person can read both parts. The lessons, prayers, and other short 

parts are all printed in the bulletin, which is available at the recording time, and if you 

request it, Norma may be able to send you a copy earlier. The recordings are made on 

Wednesdays at 2 p.m. At that time, there are usually just two or three other people in 

the building, so it’s easy to keep safe distancing. You would not be required to be these 

assistants on Sunday mornings unless you would be comfortable doing that.  

Please let Pastor Carl know if you could help in one or both of these ways or if you have 

questions. 

    Social Outreach & Ministry 

Food Pantry Newsletter Report for January 2022 Bev J. 

A total of 901 clients were served from 01/01/21 through 11/30/21, which meant 317 

families were helped. We are continuing to serve Food Pantry clients on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of the month from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the 

month from 1:00-4:00 p.m. We will be seeing clients on the 5th Wednesday of the 

month from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., as needed. We have continued to see an increase in 

clients during December 2021. Thank you to all of our volunteers who help to keep 

providing this valuable service to our clients. We couldn’t run this program without you. 

We are fortunate to once again have Kara Anderson and Kaitlyn Hynes helping out at 

the Food Pantry while home on winter break from college. 

Since January 2021 through 12/25/21, our food pantry has received donations of 

6255.12 pounds of food from members as well as outside donors from the community. 

We are very grateful for these donations, and they really come in handy. 

The Food Pantry is seeking volunteers who could work at pantry distribution on 

Wednesday evenings and on Wednesday and Thursday afternoon pantry days. 

Anyone who is interested in helping can contact Bev Johnson or Tracy Collins. 



 

 

The following is a list of items needed for the Food Pantry which are not generally 

available from the Greater Lansing Food Bank: 

 Dish Soap Toilet Paper  Cake mixes

 Laundry Soap Paper Towels  Brownie Mixes

 Shampoo  Kleenex  Canned Vegetables

 Conditioner Deodorant  Boxed Salt

 Disposable Razors Catsup  Mustard  

 Syrup     Spices  Hot Cocoa Mixes 

 Tea Coffee  Cereal  

 Diced Tomatoes  Toothpaste/Toothbrushes    

 Jell-O/Pudding 

 

 Mark Your Calendars 

 St Paul Happenings for January 2022 

2 Pantry Offering 

10 Worship Committee Meeting 

                   12 Women’s Bible Study 

                   20 Council Meeting (incoming & outgoing members) 

                   23 Bar Theology  

 25 Newsletter Deadline 

 

 Giving December 

Good Gifts 

During Advent, as a congregation, we collected $350 for ELCA Good 

Gifts.  Thank you for your gifts. 

 Thank You 

Thank you for the monetary gift given to me for Christmas. It is such a privilege and 

honor to work with and for all of you.  

Blessings for the New Year! Norma 



 

 

Thank You ALL!  For your willingness to assist in whatever why you could to 

meet the needs of our Advent festivities.  Readers, assisting ministers, 

decorations, purchasing flowers, music, special services and lets not forget 

all those goodies!  We appreciate everything everyone did.  

  

 Celebrations 

    Birthdays 

03 Bakar T. 20 Kelly A. B. 

09 Ray V. 23 Daniel O. 

17 David H. 31 Rhonda K. 

  

 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should be, we may not 

have it on file. If you would like to have your day recognized in the future, please let the 

office know. We apologize for any errors that may have occurred, as it was not our intent.  

 

 Prayer List 

If you have requested someones name to be added to our prayer list, please let us know 

if they should remain on there or not.  We are trying to keep this list as current as 

possible. Thank You. 

 

 Just A Thought 

Reflections on Justice Bev D. 

Just what is meant by “justice?” I have been thinking about the challenge in Micah “to 

do justice.”  

• Justice is being faithful in relationships. 

• Justice is treating all people equally in the fulfillment of their needs. 

• Justice is knowing that we are made one through Christ for the sake of the world. 

We often get the command backwards. We do kindness and love justice. Just what 

would it mean to do justice?  



 

 

• Look up the river: address systemic issues like the love of power, our focus on 

comfort, systems that perpetuate oppression, greed, etc. 

• Cross a boundary: reach out to the “other” and build relationships so you can 

accompany them on their journey 

• Choose the right kind of guilt: One type is when we focus on our own 

unworthiness. This is nonproductive guilt. Type two is when we let the magnitude of 

the issues overwhelm us and we do nothing. God has given us many gifts for the sake 

of the world. Are we generous with our gifts? How is God calling us to give ourselves 

away for the sake of the world? 

• Think upside down: In Mary’s song (The Magnificat) she sang about a world 

turned upside down by God’s gift of Jesus. What can each of us do to help the song 

become a reality. 

Justice is not about putting bandages on hurts, but it is about singing a song 

together. If enough people sing the song and share the vision will that be enough to 

bring about change? We have to decide what songs to sing and with whom we will be 

singing. Most importantly is trying to do just one thing each day to do justice.  

“Justice gives hope to those who have no hope.” Taken from Bishop Margaret 

Payne of the New England Synod. She also says that hope has two daughters - anger 

and courage: anger about how things are and courage to make things change. So put 

a resolution on your New Year’s list to do one thing for justice each day! 

God bless you and give you a New Year filled with doing justice. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Do you have something to share?  Please have your articles ready for the next 

newletter by January 25th .   

 

I have a question for all of you….what are you looking forward to for 2022?  Did you 

make a resolution?  I thought this might be interesting to share…and I don’t need to 

use your name.  

 

Blessings to each and everyone of you, and may 2022 be better than ever.



 

 

January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2   
PANTRY OFFERING 

 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   
   
 

3 
 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 
5:30 PM - Pantry Dist 

 

 

6 
 

7 

 

8 
 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

9 

10:00 AM –In Person 
Worship   

 
 

10 

 

6:30 - Worship 
Committee Meeting 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

11:00 AM - Women’s 
Bible Study on ZOOM 

 

2:00 – Service Recording 

 

 

13 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

14 

 

15 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

 

16 
10:00 AM –In Person 

Worship   
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

 

19 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 
5:30 PM Pantry Dist. 

 

 

20 

 

7:00 PM Council Meeting 

 

21 

 
 

22 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

23 

10:00 AM – In Person 
Worship 

 
  6:30 PM - Evening Bar  

Theology Hour   

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

 

26 

2:00 – Service Recording 

 

 

27 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

 

28 

 

6:30 pm - Christmas Eve 
Service 

 
  

29 
 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

30 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   

 

31 
  

 

 

February 1 

 

2 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 

5:30 PM Pantry Dist 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 



 

 

 

 

Our Purpose: Feeding God’s people both inside and outside while listening to what the people need. 


