
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.   

     We celebrate Christ the King today. It is great to celebrate Jesus as king but we 

need to consider what kind of king Jesus is. It is too easy for me and others to think of 

Jesus a king in human terms. We see kings on tv and movies negotiating with others to 

keep or grow the ruler’s power and territory, even to having relatives marrying other 

kings to join together in an alliance. Also, it is common for kings to go to war with 

others either defensively or to retain their power and property.  An earthly king in Jesus 

times, both Roman and Judean were considered God’s representative on earth and 

were above the law.  They were expected to follow God’s covenant and laws, defend 

their nation and engage in defensive war when necessary while ruling the people. 

Kings in olden days had the right to forced labor and could take men for military service 

(think of King David), women for domestic service and land and 10% of the herds and 

flocks and harvest for the support of the monarchy, to require state service for people 

and their animals. Throughout the Old Testament the prophets would let kings know 

they were ignoring the destitute, the hungry, the poor.  

    What kind of King is Jesus? While an earthly king taxes his subjects to accumulate 

wealth. Jesus, as a heavenly king, simply receives enough to sustain life for he and his 

disciples as he healed and preached and gave the hopeless hope.  Their life and 

ministry are sustained by what people wish to give.  There is no command to pay a 

certain amount. and asks for alms instead of requiring people to give a certain, often 

times financially painful amount, by the earthly king. An earthly king has people serving 

his every need and want.  Jesus, the heavenly King serves others. Instead of 

oppressing people like an earthly king does, Jesus lifts up the oppressed. An earthly 

king can be and often were defeated. Jesus is not defeated and even defeated death 

by being humble and being obedient to God when we died on the cross. In allowing 

himself to be killed and physically defeated for the sake of truth, Jesus engages in the 

ultimate demonstration of the power of love.  



     Earthly kings can be persuaded to do things to please their subjects to stay in 

power.  Jesus is persuaded to do the right thing morally based on scripture. An earthly 

king is celebrated by defeating his enemies.  Jesus is celebrated by telling the truth 

     This information frames the discussion of Pilate who asks Jesus, when brought 

before him he asked “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Pilate asked Jesus this question 

to determine if Jesus was trying to set up a rebellious government which would be a 

challenge to Roman rule. which would be a crime to the Roman empire but the 

Judeans were using the term king to signify a religious ruler, the Messiah which would 

not be a crime to the Romans. Jesus questioned whether he had asked this question 

on his own or was if this question was influenced by the Judeans.  A rebel king would 

threaten Roman rule but a Messiah would simply be a religious leader.    Pilate asked 

a very concise question.  Since the Judeans have handed Jesus over to Pilate he asks 

“What have you done” Jesus gave a concise response. This response demonstrated to 

Pilate that Jesus spoke the truth and was not guilty of the crime of leading an 

insurrection against the Roman empire. By telling Pilate his kingdom is not of this 

world, if it was his followers would be fighting to free him, but his kingdom is not from 

this world, meaning he is not an earthly king and the values of his kingdom are 

different form earthly values. He does not want to exercise the type of authority that 

remains on top, which means oppressing others. It is apparent to Pilate no crime has 

been committed.  However, Pilate served by the authority of the Romans.  It was 

important to the Romans that their leaders could keep the peace in the area over their 

jurisdiction.  This means that Pilate is between a rock and a hard place.  If Pilate 

follows the truth and rules that Jesus is innocent then the Judeans could create a real 

firestorm of protest that would get Rome’s attention and put Pilates position in 

jeopardy.  To capitulate to and placate the Judean religious leaders means this 

innocent man will be put to death and business goes on as usual for Pilate.  When 

Jesus responded to “so you are a king” he tells them that is why he came into the 

world to testify to the truth.   Not included in today’s gospel is verse 38 where Pilate 

responds, “What is truth.?  Is it looking at a set of facts and saying this is the truth or is 



it relative.  Is the truth what the majority of people say it is which advances one 

personal or political ambition? To Pilate, as Roman official, his cynicism causes him to 

accept the truth as that which keeps the Judeans satisfied.  In order to distinguish 

between right and wrong there needs to be truth, Justice is not determined by what the 

majority rules.  Out truth and our moral compass is the one who comes in truth, Jesus 

Christ.  We should listen to Jesus in issues of right or wrong      

     The values of Jesus’ kingdom are so vastly different from those of this world making 

it difficult for us to understand them. Our faith community is to represent Jesus’ 

kingdom, is here to serve in humility rather than to seek earthly power. Jesus is a king 

who is killed by those with societal power, not a king who is victorious over his enemies 

by defeating them in war. 

     Our heavenly king is not like other kings. Jesus does not seek power and glory, but 

rather seeks to serve others in humility. Our faith community can follow Jesus as we 

treat all others with dignity and respect and engage in humble service to others. As we 

seek the truth we embrace the values of this other kingdom, which contrasts sharply 

with a society where the one with the most toys wins and that attempts to win at all 

costs. If we seek power and prestige at the expense of others we reject the true 

kingdom represented by Jesus.      

     Christ the King Sunday offers us an opportunity for our faith community to assess 

our values and evaluate how we operate in our community. This clarifies our mission 

as we follow the truth in Jesus so we can be the real community that our world so 

desperately needs.  Loving God and our neighbors as we serve others.  

 

      

 

 


