
 

 

Spirit of St. Paul  
St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, MI   

November 2021 

 

      
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As I wrote last month, St. Paul is a place where the Holy Spirit gathers us together where 

we hear God’s Word, preaching and join in song. We come together to love one another 

and worship together, united as one as the body of Christ. In our baptism we are called 

to use our gifts for the glory of God, disclosing the nature of Christ. We are to invite 

everyone to come and see and offer hospitality, enjoy amazing treats in fellowship and 

then go out into the world to also love and serve others. The body and blood of Jesus, 

which we receive weekly, strengthens us and keeps us in God’s grace. The Spirt 

nurtures us and helps us to work together using our unique gifts to love and serve others.  

Paul, in his letter to the Galatians 5:22-23 writes: 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 

and self-control. There is no law against 

such things. 

Last month I talked about love. This month, I 

want to talk about the gift of joy.  

Peter, the rock upon who the church was built, 

writes: 

8 Although you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see 

him now, you believe in him and rejoice 

with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 

for you are receiving the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 1Peter 

1:8-9 NRSV 

Guiding Principles 
 

We are a people who:  

 Listen for God's Call  

 Believe and Trust in God's 

Call  

 Answer God's Call  

 Support each other in times 

of joy and sorrow  

 Live out our faith in prayer 

and service  

 Share food with the hungry  

 Believe the gospel is for all, 

not just Christians.  

 

 



 

 

To believe in Christ is to believe and trust in someone we do not see. Yet even though 

Jesus is unseen we love him. It is this trust and belief that allow us to rejoice in great joy. 

We cannot see Jesus, but the Spirit nurtures our faith when we witness things that are 

done in his name. On God’s Work, Our Hands we witness Christ through others who 

worked to bring together furniture, cooking utensils, clothing and household items to the 

Afghanistan Refugees. It is amazing how many things were collected for this effort, to 

help those who no fault of their own need help. I believe you can relate to the joy we fell 

when we help others who need the help and remembering that our future is secure. 

It’s official. In October Bishop Satterlee presided at my installation as your Pastor. I will 

continue to work together with people during this challenging time.  

The Memorial Service for Pr. Rich Moe was livestreamed from University Lutheran on 

October 9th at 11am, with music from James T., words from myself and Craig A.  

The next Bar Theology at Red Cedar Spirits, E. Lansing, 4th Sunday of the month, next 

is November 28th at 6:30PM. Come, visit and lift your spirit(s). 

Bible Study is in person/ZOOM every Tuesdays at 7PM at St Paul. Led by Jon K. 

Currently, the first written and shortest gospel Mark is being studied. During November 

we will finish Mark and will start with the Book of Matthew.  

Gather Bible Study In person/ZOOM, October 10th at 11AM. Led by Mary B.  

Celebration of Advent- Mid-week worship December 1, 8, 15, 22 Potluck at 6PM, 

worship at 6:30PM, Lessons and Carols December 26th and January 3rd. 

Thank you to Norma, and those that stepped in to fill in during my vacation. Continued 

thanks for all the dedicated volunteers who faithfully serve to assist us so that we may 

continue to worship and carry out our mission to the community and the world as we love 

one another and serve others. Because of you, the future for St. Paul is bright. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Carl     

  

  Annual Meeting 

Congregational Meeting 

Please mark your calendars! – Please plan to attend! 

The Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, November 21st. 



 

 

For those of you that are on committees, you need to be thinking about your contribution 

for the annual report to the congregation. You can send them via email (this is the easiest 

form) to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or give them to Norma directly. These would be 

appreciated by November 16th. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 

The Preliminary Report is available now. 

 Council 

Call for 2021 Church Council Members and Officers 

At the annual meeting this month, our church will need to elect several new council 

members and officers. Please consider whether you would like to serve on Council 

during 2021. Our church needs you. 

--- St. Paul Church Council 

Next meeting is November 18th. This is the last meeting prior to the Annual Meeting. 

 

_ Worship 

Next Worship Committee meeting ~  

Monday, November 1st at 6:30 pm.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Worship Assistants for November 

As you will note we need counters! Please let us know if you can help. 

Date Reader Assisting Minister Gift Bearer Counters 

November 

7th  

Kay S. Kathy G. McGrath Family    

November 

14th  

Mary B. Jon K. Collins Family    

November 

21st  

Pat C. Jim C. Anderson Family    

November 

28th 

Chuck N.  Mary B. Armbruster Family   

  

mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


 

 

If you are unable to fulfill your date, please make arrangement for someone else to 

take your place. Thank you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women's Bible Study   We meet the second Wednesday each month at 11:00 am. Our 

next meeting will be November 10th. Please join us. 

Celtic Christians likened the Holy Spirit not to a dove, but to a goose. In these three 

sessions of the fall Gather Bible study, the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith, associate pastor at 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa, will lead us on our own divine Wild Goose 

chase. We’ll track the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the Bible and throughout our lives. 

We’ll explore how the Spirit moves God’s people into adventures and lives we would 

never dare risk on our own. 

In Session 1 we studied, Spirit of God: Revealer and resource. 

In Session 2 we studied, Breath of God: Reviver and reformer. 

And this month we conclude with, Wind of God: Refiner and Re-router (November 

10th) 

The Holy Spirit is the wind of God, moving us into deeper faithfulness and more authentic 

love. We’ll see the ways in which God’s Spirit moves us to bear good fruit in the world 

and refines us into our truest selves. We will also follow the Spirit’s movements through 

the early church to see how the Spirit re-routes God’s people, guiding us into transformed 

lives and renewed communities of faith. 

Please contact Norma (officemanager@stpaul-el.org) or call the church office at 351-

8541, for more information and a copy of the Study. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekly Bible Study – Jon K. is our Bible Study leader. Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. 

We are studying the Gospel of Mark and will move into the Book of Matthew. We meet 

both remotely and/or in person at the church. Please join us. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bar Theology is on the 4th Sunday evening at 6:30 pm. Next meeting is November 28th 

at Red Cedar Spirits, beginning at 6:30 pm. Please join us for in person fellowship. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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NOVEMBER READINGS 

 

Sunday, November 7th Sunday, November 14th        

All Saints Sunday 25th Day after Pentecost 

Isaiah 25:6-9 Daniel 12:1-3 

Psalm 24 Psalm 16  

Revelation 21:1-6a  Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25 

John 11:32-44 Mark 13:1-8 

 

Sunday, November 21st Sunday, November 28th   

 Christ the King 1st Sunday of Advent 

 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 Psalm 93 Psalm 25:1-10 

 Revelations 1:4b-8 1Thessilonians 3:9-13  

 John 18:33-37 Luke 21:25-36 

 

  Help Wanted 

 

We are in immediate need of Readers and Worship Assistants for both virtual worship 

and in person worship. Please let Pastor know if you are willing to help. 

We all have different abilities, skill levels and energy. Prayerfully consider what fits best 

in your situation when filling out the Ministry for Mission sheet at the back of this 

newsletter. Thank You. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Advent Candle Lighters Needed! 

 

And it's easy to do! Near the beginning of the service you will be asked 

to light a candle on the Advent wreath for each Sunday in Advent and 

read a short blessing. This is perfect for families or couples to do as 

part of our Advent season, or individuals can pair up to make a team.  

 

11/28th   

12/5th   

12/12th   

12/19th   



 

 

    Social Outreach & Ministry 

Food Pantry Newsletter Report for November 2021 

Bev J. 

 

A total of 692 clients were served from 01/01/21 through 09/30/21, which meant 232 

families were helped. We are continuing to serve Food Pantry clients on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of the month from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the 

month from 1:00-4:00 p.m. We will be looking at moving the 5th Wednesday evening 

hours to daytime hours, which are yet to be determined. There has been a definite 

increase in the number of clients served so far in October. Thank you to all of our 

volunteers who help to keep providing this valuable service to our clients. We couldn’t 

run this program without you. 

Since January 2021 through 10/25/21, our food pantry has received donations of 

5250.10 pounds of food from members as well as outside donors from the community. 

We are very grateful for these donations, and they really come in handy. 

The church garden has been very prolific this past month, as well as from member’s 

gardens. Not only have we been able to supply our Food Pantry clients with an 

abundance of fresh vegetables, but we have also been able to share the overflow with 

MSU’s International Center. 

The Food Pantry is seeking volunteers who could work at pantry distribution on 

Wednesday evenings and on Thursday afternoon pantry days. Anyone who is interested 

in helping can contact Bev Johnson or Tracy Collins. 

The following is a list of items needed for the Food Pantry which are not available from 

the Greater Lansing Food Bank: 

 Dish Soap Toilet Paper  Cake mixes

 Laundry Soap Paper Towels  Brownie Mixes

 Shampoo  Kleenex  Canned Vegetables

 Conditioner Deodorant  Boxed Salt

 Disposable Razors Catsup  Mustard  

 Syrup     Spices  Hot Cocoa Mixes 

 Tea Coffee  Cereal  

 Diced Tomatoes  Toothpaste/Toothbrushes    

 Jell-O/Pudding 



 

 

CALLING ALL QUILTERS! 

We had a wonderful time in October! Please consider joining us! 

Invite your friends who may be interested in learning to quilt. 

Or learn a new skill yourself! 

No machine sewing required! 

Do you know how to thread a needle and tie a knot? 

(If you don’t, we’ll teach you!) 

We will meet again on Saturday, November 20th 

from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Come for an hour or two or three. 

It is a wonderful time of relaxed fun and fellowship. 

Questions? 

Please contact Sharon Brehmer or Norma. 

 Mark Your Calendars 

 St Paul Happenings for November 2021 

1 Worship Committee Meeting 

2 Election Day – St. Paul is a voting preceient 

7 Pantry Offering 

                   10 Women’s Bible Study 

                   14 Sunday Funday – Uncle John’s Cider Mill  

                   18 Council Meeting 

                   21 Annual Meeting  

                   25 HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

  Newsletter Deadline  

                   28 First Sunday in Advent 

 Bar Theology  

 

 Family Sunday FUNDAY! 

Family Sunday Funday on November 14 at 1 p.m. 
Uncle John’s Cider Mill in St. Johns 



 

 

Time to stock up on Cider and Donuts! 

The Bakery, Taproom, Gift shop and Jumping pillow – free  

will be open. 

Plans are in the works for the upcoming months as well. 

Please save the second Sunday of the month to join us! 

Questions? Contact Tracy Collins 

 

 Note of Thanks 

Dear Friends at St. Paul, 

What a wonderful celebration of Installation! It was so good to be 

with you, and I’m sorry COVID prevented us from staying. We 

appreciate the beautiful flowers. They will enhance our Halloween. 

Peace –  

Bishop Craig A. Satterlee 

 Celebrations 

03 Erick Claucherty 

12 Rick Klingensmith 

21 Char Smith 

29 Paul Collins 

  
Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should be, it is because 
we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your day recognized in the future, 
please let the office know.  

 Just A Thought 

Reflections - The Chains We Carry Bev Dirkin 

I didn’t make my bed yesterday. It’s interesting to me how that troubles 

me, even today. No one came to visit me and saw my unmade bed. No 

one who might have come by to visit would have cared anyway. I could 

have easily closed the door, so even I wouldn’t notice. It’s just that 

beds are supposed to be made, when there is no one in them.  

How many other behaviors do I hold onto because, somewhere along the way, I 

learned that they were “supposed to” be? If I think of each “supposed to” as a chain, do 

I understand the weight and confinement that these chains bring to my life. As a 

               



 

 

mother, have I placed “chains” on my child that he now carries into his adult life? That’s 

a troubling thought.  

How we treat each other is a learned behavior, as well. Jesus said, “Love one another, 

as I have loved you.”  I believe that this is the only “supposed to” that is really valid for 

my life. Today, I think I will try to recognize the “chains” that confine me. Today, I will 

begin to cast them off, one by one. Those learned as a child and those that I have 

taught myself as an adult. Today, I will try to build a new behavior based on the 

“supposed to” from Jesus, one of freedom and love.  

 

 Public Health Announcement 

In Ingham County, Michigan, community transmission is High Transmission. 

Everyone should wear a mask in public indoor settings to protect yourself and your 

loved ones from COVID-19. 

• If you are not fully vaccinated and aged 2 or older, you should wear a mask in 

indoor public places. 

• In general, you do not need to wear a mask in outdoor settings. 

o In areas with high numbers of COVID-19 cases, consider wearing a mask 

in crowded outdoor settings and for activities with close contact with others 

who are not fully vaccinated. 

• People who have a condition or are taking medications that weaken their immune 

system may not be fully protected even if they are fully vaccinated. They should 

continue to take all precautions recommended for unvaccinated people, including 

wearing a well-fitted mask, until advised otherwise by their healthcare provider. 

• If you are fully vaccinated, to maximize protection from the Delta variant and 

prevent possibly spreading it to others, wear a mask indoors in public if you are 

in an area of substantial or high transmission. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please stay home if you are not feeling well or have been exposed to COVID-19 and 

are required to quarantine, even if you show no symtoms.  

We are asking that Sunday School children wear a mask during their time with 

teachers and other children. This is for their protection as well as for our teachers. 

Thank You!  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


 

 

MINISTRY IN MISSION OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU AT ST. PAUL 

DUE NOW 

Please circle all areas of interest. Some positions may require additional training before serving. 

 

Name __________________________________   E-Mail _____________________________ 

  

Phone         

 

WORSHIP 

Acolyte; Altar Guild; Assisting Minister; Children’s Message; Choir Member; Coffee Hour; Offering 

Counter; Greeter; Play Musical Instrument - ________________(specify); Nursery; Praise Team 

Member; Scripture Reader; Sound System Technician; Usher; Witness at Worship 

 

CHURCH ELECTED LEADERSHIP 

Council Member; Financial Secretary; Nominating Committee; Treasurer 

 

COMMITTEES 

Audit; Christian Education; Evangelism; Fellowship; Finance; Funerals; Hospitality; Mutual Ministry; 

Personnel; Property; Social Outreach Mission; Stewardship; Technology; Worship 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION                                   Leader   Participant              

Confirmation Classes for Youth   

Sunday School – 3 years to 6th grade (September – May)   

Adult Sunday School   

Women’s Bible Study – 2nd Wednesday – 10:00 to 12:00 noon (September – 

May) 

  

Bible Study – currently Tuesday evenings   

Bar Theology   

Vacation Bible School   

Study Group   

 

 



 

 

OTHER AREAS OF MINISTRY / INTEREST 

Altar / Holiday Flowers; Evangelism (Open Doors, Cook/Demonstrate); Fellowship; Food Pantry 

(Unload Truck) (Food Distribution Day); God’s Work. Our Hands. Event; Garden (Plant, Water, 

Harvest); Holiday Decorating; Meals (i.e. Advent, Lent, Church Members in need); Hospitality (Visitor 

Follow up); Prayer Chain(email); Property (Grounds, General Care, Spring/Fall Cleanup); Quilting; Red 

Cross Blood Drives; Rally Day; Samaritas; Special Events and Activities; Visitation (Committee, Visitor); 

Special Skills / Interests - (please specify) ______________________________________   

 

See descriptions below of various committees listed above 

Altar Guild – set up before and / or clean up after Holy Communion 

Coffee Hour – help with refreshments after Sunday services 

Audit – review the church financial records for accuracy 

Education – organizing Christian education 

Evangelism – encouraging faith sharing 

Fellowship – organizing fellowship opportunities 

Finance – taking care of congregation’s finances 

Funerals – serving families during service / providing food for funeral 

Hospitality – following up with those who visit St. Paul 

Mutual Ministry – affirming and strengthening the mission and goals of the congregation and its staff 

and also a sounding board for the pastor 

Personnel – making policies and evaluating paid church staff 

Property – caring for the church building and outside grounds 

Social Outreach Mission – organizing / encouraging people to reach out to the congregation; 

community; etc.  

Stewardship – organizing / encouraging giving of time, talents, and money 

Technology – assist in keeping computers in working order and Sunday sound equipment 

Worship – organizing the worship services 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider and return at your earliest convenience ~ Thank You! 



 

 

November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

October 31 

 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   
   
 

November 1 
 

6:30 - Worship 
Committee Meeting 

 

 

2 

ELECTION DAY 

 

7:00 pm – Mark Bible 
Study 

 

3 

 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 
5:30 PM - Pantry Dist 

 

4 
 

5 

 

6 
 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

7 

PANTRY OFFERING 

10:00 AM –In Person 
Worship   

 
 

8 

 

 

9 

7:00 pm – Mark Bible 
Study 

 

 

10 

11:00 AM - Women’s 
Bible Study on ZOOM 

 

2:00 – Service Recording 

11 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

12 

 

13 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

 

14 
10:00 AM –In Person 

Worship   
 
 

Sunday FUNDAY! 

15 
 

16 
7:00 pm – Mark Bible 

Study 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
REPORTS DUE!! 

17 
2:00 – Service Recording 

 
5:30 PM Pantry Dist. 

 

18 

 

7:00 PM Council Meeting 

 

19 

 
 

20 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

21 

 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   
 

Annual Meeting 

22 

 

 

23 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 
7:00 pm – Mark/Matthew 

Bible Study 

 

 

24 

2:00 – Service Recording 

 

 

25 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

26 

 

 
  

27 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

28 
 

10:00 AM – In Person 
Worship   

First Sunday in Advent 
 

6:30 PM - Evening Bar  
Theology Hour   

 

29 

  

  

 

30 
7:00 pm – Mark/Matthew 

Bible Study 

 

December 1 

2:00 – Service Recording 

5:30 PM - Pantry Dist 

6:00 pm - Hot Dish 
Dinner followed by 

Advent Service 

2 

 

3 

 

4 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

Norma on Vacation 



 

 

 

 

Our Purpose: Feeding God’s people both inside and outside while listening to what the people need. 


