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Imagination Playground is a breakthrough playspace concept designed by U.S. 
architect David Rockwell to encourage child-directed, unstructured free play - the 
kind of play that experts say is critical to a child’s intellectual, social, physical and 
emotional development. Comprised of an assortment of loose parts, including foam 
blocks in uniquely designed shapes, Imagination Playground empowers children to 
constantly reconfigure the space around them and design their own course of play. 

The first site-specific Imagination Playground at Burling Slip opened in July 2010 
near South Street Seaport in lower Manhattan. Following the playground’s success, 
Rockwell Group developed Imagination Playground in a Box and Imagination 
Playground in a Cart, more portable, scalable versions of the playground. These 
modular, easy-to-install playgrounds provide creative play in almost any indoor or 
outdoor setting, transforming unused spaces into dynamic play environments.
Since 2010, over 800 playgrounds have enlivened public parks, schools, daycare 
facilities, and children’s museums across the globe.

With the hope of transforming lives of children around the world, Imagination 
Playground continues to explore new directions and initiatives that promote the 
benefits of free play, discovery, and learning. A recent initiative through UNICEF 
(P.L.A.Y.) is bringing Imagination Playground in a Box to children throughout Haiti 
and Bangladesh in spaces where opportunities for recreation are limited. In 
addition, Imagination Playground continues to develop materials and content for 
educators and parents about loose parts play; and designed the interactive 
exhibition on block play, PLAY WORK BUILD at the National Building Museum in 
Washington, D.C.  

Imagination Playground is helping to build a community — including parents, 
educators, caregivers, researchers, and leaders — united by a belief in the 
importance of creative free play to help our children grow up happy and 
healthy.

overview



imagination playground blocks
Imagination Playground Blocks are a set of large, foam parts that 
allow children to play at an environmental scale. The Classic Block 
Set consists of 15 uniquely designed shapes to encourage open-
ended free play and a wide variety of play patterns. The most recent 
Add-on Sets offer advanced geometric concepts through angles and 
curves, increasing the variety and complexity of play with the 
exisiting Classic Block Set.  

imagination playground in a cart
A kit of parts suitable for a variety of outdoor and indoor sites. It gives 
communities an easy-to-install, cost-effective means to offer their 
children opportunities for unstructured, free play. Includes a full set 
of Imagination Playground Blocks housed in a storage unit that easily 
moves through a standard door width for both indoor and outdoor use. 
This versatile set is an ideal solution for sites that do not need a 
secured container. A weather-resistant cover for the cart is sold 
separately.

imagination playground in a box
Includes Imagination Playground Blocks, secure and rugged 
container for more exposed environments, a starter kit of loose parts 
and a storage unit on wheels. Imagination Playground in a Box can be 
used on its own or as an addition to an existing playspace.

imagination playground installations
Imagination Playground Installations creates an entirely new indoor 
experience combining informal play, learning and interactivity. Fully 
customizable and designed for each organization and company's 
space and needs, the installations highlight play and informal 
learning through hands-on block play. The first exhibit, PLAY WORK 
BUILD, opened in November 2012 at the National Building Museum. 
This award winning exhibit supports the Museum's mission, 
transforms galleries, enhances its education programs, and 
highlights the Museum's collections.

overview, continued…

imagination playground is available to you in a variety of ways:



Imagination Playground Burling Slip, Photo Credit: Frank Oudeman Imagination Playground in a Cart, Photo Credit: Blandon Belushin

Imagination Playground Add-on Sets, Photo Credit: Tom Moore Let’s Move! & Michelle Obama, Image Courtesy of KaBOOM!

PLAY WORK BUILD at the National Building Museum
Photo Credit: Kevin Allen

UNICEF P.L.A.Y., Photo Credit: ©Marco Dormino



frequently asked questions

how is imagination playground different than other playgrounds? 
Traditional playgrounds consist primarily of fixed equipment, such as slides, monkey bars and 
teeter-totters, all of which focus on developing children’s gross motor skills. Imagination 
Playground, on the other hand, is an interactive, transformable environment that prompts children 
to manipulate their environment and create a playspace of their own with sand, water and loose 
parts. Imagination Playground addresses a broader spectrum of play needs through opportunities 
for fantasy play and socio-cooperative play, in addition to more traditional running, jumping and 
climbing. Kids need to be active on many levels, and they need to exercise their minds as well as 
their muscles. Research shows that children at the age of eight who have experienced varied and 
challenging play are considerably better prepared to benefit from ongoing formal education. 
Imagination Playground can be used by itself, or in conjunction with traditional playground 
equipment.

what are the different versions of imagination playground?
To learn more about our products – Imagination Playground in a Box, Imagination Playground in a 
Cart and Imagination Playground Blocks – please visit www.imaginationplayground.org/products.

where can i go to experience imagination playground?
The flagship Imagination Playground Park opened to the public in July 2010 at Burling Slip in the 
South Street Seaport area of New York City, a collaboration between Rockwell Group and the  
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation. The second-site specific Imagination Playground 
will open in Brooklyn's Betsy Head Park in 2015. There are also Imagination Playground sets  
popping up across the globe, from Chicago to London to Sao Paulo. To find the one nearest you, email 
contactus@imaginationplayground.org.

how much does an imagination playground cost?
The price of Imagination Playground ranges depending on what version you purchase. Please contact 
Imagination Playground at 1-678-60407466 or contactus@imaginationplayground.org for more 
information on the different design and pricing options.

what are the imagination playground blocks made of?
Imagination Playground Blocks are made of a cross-linked polyethylene foam. The closed-cell foam is 
soft, lightweight, waterproof, and recyclable. It is resistant to sun, heat, mold, mildew, corrosion, and 
micro-organisms. These highly-durable blocks can be transported to a landfill or returned to the 
manufacturer to be recycled when they are no longer wanted on the playground. 



frequently asked questions, continued…

are the imagination playground blocks safe?
Imagination Playground Blocks are non-toxic and resistant to germs, mold and mildew.  They are 
sturdy enough to withstand the elements and soft enough to for children to play with safely. The 
particular type of molecular linking used to bond the foam ensures that when exposed to an open  
fire the blue blocks will smolder, but not catch fire. All products meet American Society for Testing 
Materials (ASTM) and U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission (CFSC) standards.

how can the imagination playground blocks be cleaned?
The blue blocks can be cleaned easily with a scrub brush, soap and water.

are the imagination playground blocks environmentally friendly?
Yes, incorporating breakthrough technologies, these highly durable parts can be recycled if desired; 
please contact Imagination Playground for more details.

can you clarify the role of a play associate? 
Play Associates are an integral part of the Imagination Playground concept and are responsible for the 
management and maintenance of the play space, as well as the facilitation of children’s play. Play 
Associates do not direct play or teach children how to use the objects or environment. They might 
sometimes quietly demonstrate a different use of materials but there is no educational agenda or 
schedule of recreation programs. What children do will be the result of their inherent curiosity and 
urge to play. Play Associates will enable children to play in ways that would not be possible without a 
trained staff to monitor the resources.  

how do you become a play associate?
For all Imagination Playground sets, Play Associate training is part of the purchase price. The training 
provides an overview of the Imagination Playground concept, the development of loose parts play, 
current research in child development, as well as some tips and tools to help Play Associates facilitate 
creative play on a daily basis. The training is offered online in a convenient on-demand format. Email 
contactus@imaginationplayground.org for more details. 

At Imagination Playground at Burling Slip, Play Associates are employees of the New York City 
Department of Parks and Recreation. The Parks Department has a summer program that deploys Play 
Associates to sites all around New York City, and they will use Imagination Playground at Burling Slip 
for training all year round. 



frequently asked questions, continued…

must all sites that obtain imagination playground have play associates?  
Imagination Playground products have been created as sets of parts intended to be used with a Play 
Associate. Imagination Playground has developed a curriculum that will train these workers to 
properly implement Imagination Playground products. We require all Play Associates to receive this 
training prior to taking charge of the Imagination Playground site.

how many children are suggested for each imagination playground set? 
We recommend that while adult-child ratios should be determined by policy at the site, at least one 
adult per twenty children, ages 5-12.  A lower adult-child ratio should be maintained when children 
are younger than five.

can I get the imagination playground blocks in different colors?
Imagination Playground Blocks only come in one color in order to facilitate more imaginative play, 
without any distraction or competition that might arise from having multi-colored toys.  

what role does KaBOOM! and rockwell group have in imagination playground?
Rockwell Group serves as the creative force behind the concept, while KaBOOM! is the exclusive 
not-for-profit North American distributor. 

how can I stay in touch with imagination playground?
The Imagination Playground community can be found at: 

                    ImaginationPlayground ImgPlayground 

ImgPlayground Community.imaginationplayground



rockwell group 
Rockwell Group is an award winning, cross-disciplinary 140-person 
architecture and design firm based in New York, with satellite offices 
in Madrid and Shanghai. Inspired by theater, technology and high-
end craft, the firm creates memorable environments for each project, 
including cultural, hospitality, retail, product, and set design. 
Projects include: The Walt Disney Family Museum; The Children's 
Hospital at Montefiore; PLAY WORK BUILD at National Building 
Museum; The Blue School; the future National Center for Civil and 
Human Rights; Culture Shed at Hudson Yards; W Hotels in New 
York, Paris, Vieques, and Singapore; Nobu restaurants worldwide, 
JetBlue Terminal 5 at JFK Airport; and set design for the 2009 and 
2010 Academy Awards and Broadway.   
Visit: www.rockwellgroup.com 

KaBOOM!
KaBOOM! is the national non-profit dedicated to giving kids the 
childhood they deserve by bringing play to those who need it 
most. Children today spend less time playing outdoors than any 
previous generation, a fact that is having disastrous consequences 
on their health, achievement levels, and overall well-being. Social 
entrepreneur Darell Hammond founded non-profit KaBOOM! in 
1996 with a vision of creating a great place to play within walking 
distance of every child in America because children need to play 
actively every day at home, in school and in their communities. An 
early advocate and partner in the launch of Imagination Playground, 
KaBOOM! is now the exclusive not-for-profit distributor of 
Imagination Playground throughout North America.  
Through KaBOOM! and local area Children’s Museums, Imagination 
Playground has also partnered to bring block play to Let’s Move! 
nationwide.  Visit: www.kaboom.org

new york city department of parks and recreation
The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (NYCDPR) 
is New York City’s principal provider of recreational and athletic 
facilities and programs, operating more than 800 athletic fields and 
nearly 1,000 playgrounds.  NYCDPR partnered with Rockwell Group 
in realizing the site specific Imagination Playground at Burling Slip, 
and it continues support through programs that bring Imagination 
Playground in a Box to communities throughout the NYC region.  
Rockwell Group and NYCDPR recently unveiled the designs of the 
first permanent Imagination Playground play space in Brooklyn's 
Betsy Head Park. The second site-specific Imagination Playground 
is set to open in 2015. Visit: www.nyc.gov/parks

our family

2012 White House Easter Egg Roll
Image Courtesy of KaBOOM!

Imagination Playground Burling Slip 
Photo Credit: Frank Oudeman

David Rockwell at UK Launch of Imagination Playground
Photo Credit: Susan Smart



our family, continued…

national building museum, washington d.c.
National Building Museum and Imagination Playground partnered 
to open PLAY WORK BUILD in November 2012. The interactive 
exhibition combines the Museum’s Architectural Toy Collection 
with hands-on block play. On display through 2014, the family-
friendly exhibition invites visitors of all ages to nurture their 
inner architect skills through Rockwell Group’s specially designed 
Imagination Playground installation and original digital interactive. 
Visit: www.nbm.org 

unicef
UNICEF P.L.A.Y. (Play & Learning Activities for Youth) explores the 
power of play as a tool for learning and emotional development in 
countries where safe recreation opportunities are limited.
Through a grant from Disney, UNICEF launched the pilot program 
which utilizes playgrounds and recreation as a critical part of child 
development. The initiative brings 30 Imagination Playground in 
a Box sets, reaching more than 10,000 children in primary schools 
and child-friendly spaces across Haiti and Bangladesh. To learn 
more, watch the inspiring video via youtu.be/Wtj3AoA1RDg   

association of children’s museums
Begun in 1962, the Association of Children’s Museums (ACM) is a 
professional member service organization for the children’s museum 
field. ACM is the only organization representing museums and 
professionals dedicated to early childhood play, the starting point 
in the continuum of lifelong learning. Imagination Playground is a 
proud member of the Association of Children’s Museums.
Visit: www.childrensmuseums.org  

national association for the education of young children
The National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) is the world’s largest organization working on behalf of 
young children. Founded in 1926, NAEYC has led the way toward 
excellence in high-quality early care and education. Imagination 
Playground is a proud member of The National Association for the 
Education of Young Children.
Visit: www.naeyc.org

UNICEF P.L.A.Y. 
Photo Credit: Marco Domino

Places to Play, Louisiana Children’s Museum 
Image Courtesy of Imagination Playground

NAEYC Conference 2012 
Image Courtesy of Imagination Playground

National Building Museum’s exhibition PLAY WORK BUILD 
Photo Credit: Kevin Allen



alliance for childhood
The Alliance for Childhood promotes policies and practices that support children’s healthy 
development, love of learning, and joy in living. The Alliance is currently working to restore play to 
all children, both in school and out-of-school. 
Visit: www.allianceforchildhood.org  

children’s environments research group
The Children’s Environments Research Group (CERG), links university scholarship with the 
development of policies, environments and programs to fulfill children’s’ rights and improve the 
quality of their lives. 
Visit: web.gc.cuny.edu/che/cerg/index.html

head start body start
Head Start Body Start National Center for Physical Development and Outdoor Play (HSBS) is a 
collaboration between the American Association for Physical Activity and Recreation (AAPAR) and 
the National Association for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE), and is funded by a grant from 
the Administration for Children and Families. Imagination Playground has been selected as one of 28 
play space-related resources for inclusion in its 2011 HSBS Preferred Vendor Catalog. 
Visit: www.headstartbodystart.org

Let's Move!
Let’s Move! is a comprehensive initiative, launched by First Lady Michelle Obama, dedicated to 
solving the problem of obesity within a generation, so that children born today will grow up healthier 
and able to pursue their dreams. 
www.letsmove.gov

new york coalition for play
The New York Coalition for Play is a partnership of organizations and individuals committed to 
improving opportunities for freely chosen, unstructured, and child-directed play in the New York 
metropolitan area. NYCPlay works to preserve and enhance the birthright of all children to have time 
and space for play through the activities of its partners and programs. 
Visit: www.nycplay.org

play direct uk.com 
Play Direct UK.com offers outdoor learning and school grounds equipment to make playtime more 
active, challenging and above all fun.
Visit: www.playdirectuk.com  

videatives
Videatives implements its mission to make children’s thinking visible through the use of text with 
supporting short video clips that can be downloaded or streamed from the internet.
Visit: www.videatives.com
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Fox 5 New York, July 27, 2010 
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The Leonard Lopate Show, July 12th, 2010 
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Daily News, July 15th, 2008 
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New York Times, July 14th, 2008 
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Thirteen/WNET, June 1st, 2008 
Interview with David Rockwell 

CNBC, May 27th, 2008 
Playgrounds Offer Imaginative 
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CBS, May 20th, 2008 
CBS Sunday Morning Video 

New York Times, May 4th, 2008 
An Invitation to Child’s Play: Big Blocks 
and Wheelbarrows 

Charlie Rose, May 24th, 2007 
A conversation with David Rockwell 

Boston Globe, April 15th, 2007 
Back To The Playground 

Weekly Reader, April 6th, 2007 
New Parks Are on the Way! 

The New Yorker, January 29th, 2007 
Comeback: Sand Men 

ABC News, January 11th, 2007 
New-Age Playgrounds Rule, as Long as the Kids 
Are in Charge 

New York Times, January 11th, 2007 
New York City’s Future Playground Gets a Nod 
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New York Times, January 10th, 2007 
New York Tries to Think Outside the Sandbox 

Tribeca Trib, January 10th, 2007 
A ‘Reinvented’ Playground for Seaport 

Downtown Express, August 11—17, 2006 
City looks to Fulton and beyond in 
East Side plan
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New Imagination Playground to open at 
Brooklyn's Betsy Head Park 
Brooklyn's first-ever Imagination Playground will be constructed in Brownsville's 
Betsy Head Playground starting in spring 2014 and should open in spring 2015. 

By Lee Magill 

Imagination Playground at Brooklyn's Betsy Head Park 

Rockwell Group rendering of the Imagination Playground at Brownsville, Brooklyn's Betsy Head Park. 

The second-ever permanent Imagination Playground in the world will be built in Brownsville, 

Brooklyn's Betsy Head Park (the first is in the Financial District; it opened in 2010) starting in spring 

2014, and David Rockwell has just unveiled his new, tree house–inspired design for it. (Rockwell's 

design was done pro bono, and he is donating a set of his signature blue blocks to the park as well.) 
The project will take the shape of a multilevel area with sand, water and loose parts (the blocks) that 

kids can turn into whatever they please in unstructured play. A ramp will weave through trees, past 

permanent play equipment and basketball and handball courts. There's even an exercise area 

planned for adults. The playground is slated to open sometime in spring 2015. Click through our 
slide show of the Rockwell Group's renderings to see how much there is to look forward to. And since 

it's not open yet, check out our list of the city's 25 best playgrounds (see where the first Imagination 

Playground ranked!) and make a plan to soak up the warmer weather that's sure to come our way. 









 

                                                                 

 
 

 

‘Play Work Build’ puts creativity on exhibit at the National 
Building Museum 
 
By Christina Barron, Published: December 11 
 

 

If you’re a fan of building blocks, you probably have a set the makes a castle, a fighter plane or a 
hospital. There are step-by-step directions to get to the finished product. But what if the blocks 
came with no directions and no theme? What would you make? 

If you’re curious, head to the National Building Museum. The museum’s “Play Work Build” 
exhibition is filled with hundreds of bright blue blocks made from a dense foam. There are little 
blocks to build on a table, and big blocks to stack several feet up from the floor. There are even 
virtual blocks. All you need to bring is your imagination, and you can build anything. 

The blocks, which include arches, bends, hinges and a round shape called “little cheese,” have 
inspired kids to make a huge range of creations. 

“I would like to build forts,” said Alex Rosenbaum, 10, who with his parents and brother Jacob 
was on his second visit to “Play Work Build.” Alex said he preferred the large blocks and would 
recommend the exhibition to any kid who likes to build. 

“I could stay here for hours,” he said as he and Jacob, 7, began to construct a square fort that 
grew to four feet tall. 



 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/play-work-build-puts-creativity-on-exhibit-at-the-national-building-
museum/2012/12/11/d5688ccc-381a-11e2-a263-f0ebffed2f15_story.html 

Their fort got the attention of younger builders nearby who were interested in helping. 

The ideas of starting from scratch and working 
together is just what New York-based designer 
David Rockwell had in mind when he created 
the blue blocks. 

Rockwell, who has two kids, came up with the 
idea of creating a playground in Lower 
Manhattan, the area of New York City damaged 
in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

“Most of the playgrounds in the city . . . didn’t 
encourage the taking apart and putting together,” 
Rockwell said. 

So Rockwell and his design group dreamed up a set of blocks that come on a cart and could be 
used inside or outside. They tested it at a New York recreation center. 

“What we discovered is [that] kids would play more with that set of blocks than with anything,” 
Rockwell said, “because every day they could build something new.” 

The sets, called Imagination Playground, can be found at 600 playgrounds worldwide, including 
Washington’s Two Rivers Public Charter School and the Beauvoir School. 

When the National Building Museum’s curators were looking for something kid-friendly to 
replace the popular “Lego Architecture” exhibition, they went to Rockwell. His company 
donated the playground-size blocks and created smaller ones especially for the museum. 
Rockwell also designed a huge screen that fills with falling virtual blocks. If you stand on a 
special mat in front of the screen, cameras capture your shape and it appears onscreen. Virtual 
blocks then magically fill that shape and continue stacking up to the ceiling. 

Isabella Valles, 9, of Columbia said her favorite part of the virtual blocks wasn’t watching them 
rise in a stack. It was what happened when she moved around on the mat. 

“It was fun to make them fall down.” 

 
 



 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/11/17/exhibit-block-play-learning/1709245/ 

Exhibit on blocks makes for creative playtime 
By Yagana Shah 

Parents and children may want to consider putting down the video games and picking up 
the building blocks. A new exhibit on playing with blocks has opened in Washington, D.C. 

10:10AM EST November 17. 2012  

 WASHINGTON — Parents and children may 
want to consider putting down the video games 
and picking up the building blocks. A new exhibit 
on playing with blocks titled "Play Work Build" 
opening at the National Building Museum Sunday 
is shedding light on the history and evolution of 
block play. 

The exhibit, designed in collaboration with the 
Rockwell Group, a Manhattan-based design firm, 
is putting a modern spin on the age-old tradition of 
block play using the "Imagination Playground." 

The playground is a play space concept designed by Rockwell Group CEO David Rockwell that encourages 
free and creative play through the use of loose foam parts. 

"When we first started, we just wanted to make a creative playground. But then we realized block play has a lot 
of benefits," says Barry Richards, principal at the Rockwell Group. "It involves cognitive development for 
children; it involves learning; it involves social development where they work together. So it's collaborative, 
social, emotional and physical." Children and adults of all ages can immerse themselves in building and 
creating structures with thousands of bright blue foam blocks of all shapes and sizes, and by interacting with a 
digital block wall. 

Visitors can travel through the history of block play with the 38 sets of blocks and building systems on display, 
dating back as far as the 1860s, including the original Froebel blocks, to present-day Legos. Tinker Toys, 
alphabet blocks, Lincoln Logs and Erector sets are all on display to show the longevity of block play while also 
letting users explore the different tactile ways to play, says curator Sarah Leavitt. 

The variety of sets exhibit the many different learning capabilities of block play, including mathematics and 
proportions. "You can tell a kid a math concept, but they won't grasp it until they literally are grasping it," Leavitt 



 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/11/17/exhibit-block-play-learning/1709245/ 

says. Children are encouraged to guess how many blocks it would take to build different structures from 
something as small as an igloo to as large as a skyscraper. 

Originally developed in the 2010 redesign of a New York City playground, Imagination Playground has found its way 
into schools, museums, day-care centers and cities across the world. The Bay Area Discovery Museum in the San 
Francisco Bay Area as well as the Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum in New York have housed the 
Imagination Playground, along with more than 600 sites worldwide. 

Richards says parents and teachers are eager to improve the lives of children and support anything that can 
promote their development while keeping them engaged. Educator Kathleen Kennedy of the Two Rivers Public 
Charter School in Washington, D.C., says one of the most beneficial aspects of block play is problem solving. 
"There are no steps here. ... When you're playing a computer game, there's an answer, but with blocks you have to 
figure it out as you go along," Kennedy says. 

Austin-based pediatrician Ari Brown, stresses the versatility of free play and developmental benefits of blocks. "You 
can do a whole lot of things with blocks. They come in different sizes, so you can sequence them, and colors, so 
you can group them," Brown says. These analytical skills carry on and help children accomplish much larger tasks 
as they grow older. While technology certainly has its place in play and learning, Brown says the tactile element 
immediate feedback children get from free play is irreplaceable. "There are several things you can reflect on a 
screen, but nothing is going to be able to replace a kid with two blocks in his hands." 
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色彩游乐场  其设计突破了传统方式，所有道具都可以拆卸，
反映了“拥挤文化”的不定性

ImAgInATIon PlAygRoUnd THE dEsIgn sTylE 
bREAk THRoUgH THE TRAdITIonAl wAy, All PRoPs 
CAn bE REmovEd, REflECTIng THE "CUlTURE of 
CongEsTIon" of THE UnCERTAInTy 

material courtesy of • Rockwell Group, edited by •  梁万
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通过自由松散的部件，游乐场使孩子们可以不断改变

玩具器械的排列，并重新设计、组合，创造出全新的游玩

情境，设计属于他们自己的游戏规则。

• With a focus on loose parts, Imagination 

Playground offers a changing array of elements 

that allows children to constantly reconfigure 

their environment and to design their own 

course of play.
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色彩游乐场建在海港地区，位于曼哈顿下城。曼哈顿是

高密度都市中社区规划的成功范例。整个地区近几年正

处于居住房产的繁荣期也是很多纽约人向往居住的地

区。游乐场建造在曼哈顿下城的最南端的海港上，周围

的高密度环境以掌握了全球经济命脉的华尔街金融地区

最为出名。摩天大楼，巨大的商业购物中心，百老汇，时

报广场等都集中在曼哈顿这个狭长的岛上。海港地区的

居住人口在过去的10年内急速增长，预计在下一个10年

内会继续增长。据统计2009年7月曼哈顿的人口密集度

为70,951/sq mi(27,394.3/km2) 它是全美人口密集度最

高的纽约富人区。而曼哈顿也是全世界摩天大楼建筑密

度最高的区域。几座最为出名的摩天大楼，曾经的世界

贸易中心 (The World Trade Center)，帝国大厦 (Empire 

State Building)，克莱斯勒大厦 (Chrysler Building)，华

尔街40号 (40 Wall Street)，伍尔沃斯大楼 (Woolworth 

Building), 大都会人寿保险大楼 (Met Life Tower) 这些

都是世界上排名前10的最高建筑。

早在70年代，纽约曼哈顿就以“拥挤文化”著称并且成

为许多规划建筑师研究的对象。所谓“拥挤文化”从最

为直观的角度来看就是曼哈顿的摩天大楼组成的高层

高密度聚集，曼哈顿也因此被誉为是世界上最直接的拥

挤文化的现实代表。在这里摩天楼成为最好的社会聚合

器，它将不同乃至完全相反的生活方式以层的形式叠置

在一起，形成独特的都市拥挤文化。

2010年8月，纽约市市长迈克尔・彭博（M i c h a e l 

Bloomberg）与建筑师大卫・罗克韦尔（David Rockwell），

共同为纽约市中心充满想象色彩的游乐场拉开帷幕。

这个游乐场经过5年的策划、开发和测试，最终建成。它

是由罗克威尔建筑团队构思和设计的公益项目，是属于

曼哈顿滨水绿色走廊项目的一部分。游乐场建造在曼哈

顿最南端的海港上，周围的高密度环境以掌握了全球经

济命脉的华尔街金融区最为出名。摩天大楼、百老汇、

时报广场等都集中在曼哈顿这个狭长的岛上。 

色彩游乐场的用地是一个被等待再利用的临时停车场，

2004年被市政府规划为游乐场公共空间，共占地2050平

方米。大卫・罗克韦尔将创新的设计理念完美的与高效

率的土地利用结合在一起，构成了第一个永久的充满想

象力的游乐场。 

纽约市市长在开幕仪式的发布会上强调：“色彩游乐场

的设计是为了给儿童提供一个多元化的活动场所。这个

创新的游乐场让儿童一边探索，一边设计，将培养学习

的兴趣和玩耍结合到了一起。”他还给予大卫・罗克威

尔的设计非常高的评价。他说“与世界优秀的建筑师合

作完成卓越的作品以及空间设计，也再一次证明了市政

府对规划设计有着很高的要求”。 

罗克韦尔在发布会上说 ：“我对第一个永久的充满想象

力的游乐场充满自豪，身为罗克威尔集团的总裁首席建

筑师，我也是曼哈顿的居民以及一位父亲。我对纽约这

个城市充满了感激，因为游乐场的开启可以让更多的居

住在我们城市里的儿童，充分发挥自己的想象力和动手

能力，一边动手一边玩耍。” 

色彩游乐场突破了提供单一游乐设施的传统方式，这里

的所有游乐设施都是有变通性的。它由3个部分组成，

一个开放式的沙滩游泳池，一个巨大的玩具器械单元组

合，以及零散的游乐设施。这3个部分可以让儿童们尽情

的创造再重组。 

色彩游乐场因所有道具都可以拆卸而反映了拥挤文化的

不定性。罗克韦尔将3个部分放在同一地点让儿童们在

同一游乐场获得了各自的空间。整个设计也表现出纽约

摩天大楼的特质：在游乐场中儿童无法再通过单一的功

能认知单一的部分，而游乐场本质十分僵化的物体内部

却包含千变万化，为儿童提供各种不同方式的游乐体验

内容。

罗克韦尔集团的设计让游乐场与有着悠久商业历史的曼

哈顿海港有了一个完美的结合。它的建筑环境为一圆形

凹地，外加游乐场的3个组成部分将它组成了一个航海船

的外形，船上有模拟瀑布，登山绳，滑车和望远镜舷梯

一系列的游乐设施。游乐场的建设也是象征了纽约是一

个艺术创新的游乐场地。

开篇，顶图：鲜艳的玩具器械总勾

起儿童的探索欲。

开篇，跨页图：色彩游乐场全景，

儿童与各个游乐单元的互动。

本页，上图：公共游戏场第1部分：

开放式的沙滩游泳池。

对页，上图：公共游戏场第2部分：

巨大的玩具器械单元组合。

对页，下图：公共游戏场第3部分：

零散的娱乐设施。

总平面图
Site plan
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纽约曼哈顿色彩游乐场

Imagination Playground

美国 ，曼哈顿下城

New York， USA

合作伙伴 Partner：纽约市政府公共

空间管理部门

设计单位 Design unit: Rockwell 

Group

总设计师 Chief Designer: David 

Rockwell

首席设计师 Founder and CEO: 

David Rockwell

策划 总监 Strategy Director: 

Marc Hacker

项目主要负责人 Principal-in-Charge: 

Carmen Aguilar，Barry Richards

项目经理兼设计师 Project Manager/

Project Architect: Glenn Fulk

项目经理 Project Manager: 

Leslie Armstrong

项目设计师 Project Architect: Mala 

Parikh

建筑设计团队 Architecture Project 

Team: Sterling McMurrin and Claudia 

Opel

工业设计团队 Industrial Design 

Project Team：Caroline Kim, Shunyi 

Wu, Cas Holman and Lucinda Waite

总建筑面积 The gross land area: 

18,000 square.ft（包括广场）

地上建筑面积 Ground Floor Area: 

12,000 square.ft

人口密集度 Population density: 

27,394.3/km2

设计开始时间 Start Date: (Concept 

began) 2005 

建设开始时间 Start Date: 

(Construction began) 2009.05

竣工时间 Complete time: 2010.07 
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