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Chester Arthur, U.S. President
1881-1885
Washington, July ‘20. - Twenty-six
years ago, in the early Summer of 1857,
a young man of fine promise and modest ambition left the City of New York
on a prospecting tour through the West,
with a view to investment and perhaps to
a permanent settlement in some inviting locality. This gentleman was then
27 years of age. He had been nine years
from college, where he had graduated
at the early age of 18. He had been for
some time engaged in the practice of the
law in the City of New- York, with reasonable success. But the “Great West”
was then full of promise, and the advantages offered by that section, which were
persistently heralded, were not without
their allurements to an ardent mind, eager for a success achieved more speedily
than was then usual in the commercial
and professional circles of the East.
After the lapse of a little less than a
quarter of a century that young man,
whose life, except as to its climax, has
not been fuller of vicissitudes than falls
to lot of many, became President of the
United States.
It has been mentioned in the press
that the President made a visit to Kansas in 1857, also that he made some

investments there, but it falls to your correspondent’s lot to be the first to give the
full story of that adventure just as it was
received from the adventurer himself...
Lest there should be some doubt about
it, let me say that everything said by the
President on the occasion referred to was
taken down by a competent stenographer, whose manuscript lies before me as
I write. The fidelity of the entire report is
assured upon the highest sanction.
As already stated, the future President
visited the West for the double purpose
of making investments and of establishing a permanent settlement if a fitting locality could be selected. He was accompanied by Mr. Henry D. Gardiner, who
afterward became his law partner.... The
travels of the two extended over some

months. Michigan was first visited en
route to the more Western States. They
stopped also in Wisconsin, spent some
time in St. Louis, and afterward went to
St. Joseph, Mo. The President has a distinct recollection of the “City Hotel” at
St. Joe, where they stopped, and of many
of the men whom they met there. Among
these were Atchison, who had been
President of the United States Senate and
acting Vice-President, Gen. Stringfellow, and John Calhoun, all prominent
leaders on the Pro-Slavery side in the
Kansas controversy. Calhoun is better
remembered in Kansas by the derisive
prefix “Candle Box” than by his proper
name - a distinction accorded to him for
his abortive effort to suppress, by the aid
of a candle-box and a convenient woodcontinued on page 2

A Future President Dodges Bullets
and Bullies
in 1857 Lecompton Visit
==================================
Kansas Territorial Museum Archives at Lane University Reveal Details of Only Visit
to Lecompton by a future U.S. President. Leavenworth Newspaper Article
Provides yet Another Invaluable Look at pre-Civil War Americana
==================================
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Arthur’s Visit to Kansas
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pile, the free State vote cast at a certain election. With these
men and many others of similar views Mr. Arthur and his
friend had frequent and pleasant conversations, and they
afterward met some of them in Kansas.

with which a row could be inaugurated or at the indifferent
marksmanship which made its results so harmless.
From Leavenworth Mr Arthur went to Lawrence by
stage. He was a tone less enthusiastic in describing the
horrible ride to Weston, along the bluffs and across the
Missouri bottom. The stage tipped over more than once,
but the travelers, being on the outside, had timely notice
of the catastrophe and managed to alight in a safe, though
generally soft, place.

The Grand Debate Continued
The President reached Leavenworth at a time of great
political excitement. There were, indeed, strong evidences
that the final triumph of the free State cause could not long
to be delayed, but the leaders on the other side were not
disposed to recognize the situation or to submit without
further struggle to such a result. The question of slavery or
anti-slavery for the Territory and future State was being everywhere discussed, usually with much heat, and frequently
developing into violent and bloody encounters.
It need not be doubted on what side were the sympathies in that struggle of the eminent gentleman who has
since received the suffrages of the great Republican Party
of the country. He had inherited strong anti-slavery convictions from a pious and resolute father, who had been a
delegate to the Utica convention where an “abolitionist”
was mobbed. His father was a great friend of Gerritt Smith,
the leading man of that faith in New York, and as a boy
he had seen the great philanthropist at his father’s house,
and had carried into maturer life a warm admiration of his
zeal and sincerity. Young Arthur himself had been early
and prominently enlisted in the cause. As a lawyer in New
York he had been counsel for the State in the celebrated
Lemon slave case, which at the time of the visit to Kansas
was awaiting a decision.
Soon after the arrival of Mr.. Arthur and his friend in
Leavenworth a big political meeting was held, which was
addressed by speakers of both parties. The pro-slavery side
was generally represented by talented and earnest young
lawyers from the South, who affected broadcloth and fervid
order, imbued with devotion to the “Sunny South.” At this
meeting in Leavenworth the platform was projected from
the windows of the office of the Planter’s House, where
Mr. Arthur and his principal speakers on the respective
sides. The visitors, with other Eastern gentlemen, were
escorted tot he platform, and, in the language of the President, “participated somewhat in the proceedings.” After
the meeting had been in progress some time, and someone
in the crowd below shouted: “You’re a liar!” There was
retort from the stand, and instantly a pistol was fired. The
President estimates that in the course of three seconds 20
or 30 shots must have been fired, which had the effect to
clear the platform rather precipitately, but apparently did
not further damage than the wounding of one man slightly
in the arm. The Eastern gentleman naturally considered this
a rather lively introduction to Kansas politics, but your correspondent could hardly gather from the President’s words
or manner whether he was more surprised at the facility

Meets “Old Jim” Lane
At Lawrence, Mr. Arthur and his friend stopped at the
American House which was destroyed by the cut-throat
Quantrell in his destructive raid of 1868. Here the President
first met Gen. James H. Lane, better known to old Kansans,
and still affectionately spoken of by them, as “Jim” or “Old
Jim” Lane. Lane introduced himself to the visitors, and the
President recollects talking with him a great deal during the
next two or three days. Lane also introduced Sam Walker,
known to and liked by every man of the old times as one of
the sturdiest, truest, bravest, and most efficient friends of
freedom that ever touched the Territory. The President himself spoke of him almost in terms of endearment, styling
him “the celebrated Sheriff Walker,” and adding: “I always
liked Walker very much indeed.” In another connection the
President said: “I think that the man who most impressed
me, of all the men I met and talked with at the time, was
Sam Walker.” From these gentleman, Lane and Walker, the
President says he gained quite a clear idea of the political
situation in the Territory as it existed at that time.
One morning Mr. Arthur started with his friend to ride
from Lawrence to Lecompton, along or near the Kansas
River. They were on horseback and it was a beautiful Summer morning in August. Abut half-way between Lawrence
and Lecompton they were overtaken by Lane and Walker,
who were going up to Lecompton to attend to some business at the Land Office.
Some of the mob at that place had threatened, or it
was rumored they had threatened, to hang Lane if he ever
came there. But as he had important business to transact
he thought he would risk it and go over with Walker and attend to it, thinking there was little or no real danger. While
the party were discussing the chances of danger several
mounted men approached, coming from the direction of
Lecompton, and seeing Lane they put their heads together
and held quite an animated talk among themselves. In fact,
they seemed to be somewhat excited. After a few moments of conversation they put spurs to their horses and
returned toward Lecompton. Lane was confident that they
had gone back to give notice of his coming, and was very
anxious to ascertain if his party were all armed. He could
understand how a man could come into the territory with
one shirt, or none, but how he could be desperate enough
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Arthur’s Lecompton Visit

of boys, ranging from 12 to 16 years of age, followed yelling: “There goes Jim Lane! Let’s hang him!” With other
bloodthirsty cries of that nature, but there was nothing at all
of the serious character of a mob, and the party rode along
without interruption to the Land Office. Sixty or seventy
men stood around in front of the office, and seemed to be
having a parley among themselves, but no one attacked
Lane nor was violence threatened. Several friends came up,
however, and had a whispered conversation with him, and
advised him not to stay there as he would most certainly be
attacked. Mr. Arthur advised him to remain, and Walker,
though he said little, did not appear to apprehend danger.
The President considerately remarked, in this connection,
that Lane and his advisors were more competent than he
was at that time to estimate the chances of danger, as their
experience had been greater and their knowledge of the
character of the opposition was more exact. The result was
that Lane received back his pistol, much to its temporary
custodian’s relief, and returned to Lawrence without transacting his business, Walker accompanying him.
The President remembers one circumstance that probably induced Lane to go back, and that was that a man
named Bailey had been killed the night before, and Lane
attributed it to politics, the deceased himself having been
an anti-slavery man. It turned out afterward that it was
only the result of a drunken brawl, with which politics had
nothing whatever to do. The man had been stabbed, and the
perpetrator of the crime had not at that time been found.
Lane accepted the killing as an evidence that the town was
not a favorable one to remain in, and he therefore took his
leave at once.

continued from page 2

Meets Gov. Walker
After Lane’s departure Mr. Arthur, accompanied by his
fellow traveler, went to call on Gov. Robert J. Walker, with
whom he was acquainted. He had been Secretary of the
Treasury, and his daughter is now the wife of the AttorneyGeneral Brewster. Knowing the family well, Mr. Arthur
could not but be impressed with the “state” which the
Governor maintained. This bit of description is literally the
President’s own.
We passed through into the front room, and there found
the Governor sitting at a round table covered with green
baize. A few law books were on the floor, and nothing else
in the room except the chair upon which the Governor was
sitting hard at work.”
As is well known, the position of Governor of Kansas
was a very important and trying one at that time, and the
President, as has been mentioned, was much impressed
with the surroundings and associations, and naturally
thought that they could not be very agreeable. The two
gentlemen remained in conversation with the Governor for
an hour or two and then went down to the hotel to dinner.

He was known as a dandy who loved the Wild West

to invade Kansas without a brace of revolvers passed his
comprehension. Having an extra weapon Lane insisted on
foisting it on the future President, who finally took it, with
some amusement, if not apprehension, and thrust it into
his belt, wondering somewhat why he should so soon have
been transformed from a peaceful traveler into an armed
adventurer. The President said he did not believe there was
any danger, and Walker shared that opinion. Both thought
that rumor and the newspapers, then few but virulent, had
exaggerated the gravity of the situation.
“Village” of Lecompton
Finally the little cavalcade rode into what the President called the “village” of Lecompton, but which, in the
swelling nomenclature of the times, was known as a “city.”
Whether village or city, it consisted of a few scattered
houses along a straggling street, at the end of which was
situated the Land Office. As they rode along a large crowd
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Chester Arthur, Loving Life
A Curious Dinner Party
A curious, and to the coming
President rather a startling, incident
occurred at the dinner table. A man
who had been sitting at Mr. Arthur’s
left, and who had been plying him
with questions, was suddenly dragged
out by the Deputy Sheriff upon the
charge of having killed Bailey on
the previous night. Learning that
his neighbor at the dinner table was
a lawyer, the accused, whose name
is not remembered, insisted upon
retaining him for the defense in the
coming examination, which was
to occur immediately. Excuses and
declinations were of no avail; the man
was very much determined that the
young lawyer from the East should
remain and defend him. Finally, Mr.
Arthur agreed to go with him before
a magistrate, but upon arriving there
succeeded in inducing him to employ
other counsel.
The President recollects visiting one or two other places in the
Territory, but cannot now recall the
particulars.
The Panic of 1957
But for the panic of 1857 and its
far-reaching consequences, the President feels persuaded that he would

continued from page 3

have settled in the West. Summarizing the recollections of his memorable trip, the President suggested
that they were entirely novel and very
exciting to him. The excitement at the
political meeting in Leavenworth and
its sudden dispersal by the shooting; the sitting at the dinner table
in friendly conversation with a man
dragged out a few moments later to
answer a charge of murder committed the night before; the incidents of
stage riding over roads both excellent
and execrable; the ride to Lecompton
and the peculiar experiences of the
visit there - all these incidents not unusual to people in a Western Territory, were entirely novel and somewhat
exciting to a man reared in and fresh
from the orderly society and finished
civilization of New York.

Dates to Remember
Lecompton Alumni Banquet June
21. It will be held in air-condition
comfort in the Lecompton Elementary
School with excellent sound system.
Honored Classes will be 1928,
38,48,58,68,78,88,98,08.
Territorial Days will be June 27 and
28, 2008
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The Terror and
Terrorism of
1855 and 2008
This War against terrorism is
not the World War III we dreaded.
It’s perpetrated by suicide bombers
and children and by the likes of the
9/11 terrorists. None of them, here
or abroad, can realize that they have
made the War, for us, cold-bloodedly
personal. We in Lecompton send our
brave young men to battle and we
offer prayers for their safe return and
their success.
Success in determining which of
the look-a-like natives shelter bombs
or grenades. Who is a friend? Who is
a Shiite bomber? Or a Sunni gunman?
It’s an awful situation, where our
young men confront life-and-death
decisions day after day.
It’s al Qaeda or it’s neighbor
against neighbor, all armed and all
dangerous and all pulling the trigger.
It’s gone on in Iraq nearly four
years, about the same length of time
the dusty, lethal trails of Kansas
Territory created the “Bleeding
Kansas” of 150 years ago .
Imagine the feelings of a solitary
rider on the old Oregon Trail. Like
in Iraq today, how back then could
anyone know an Abolitionist from a
pro-Slaver, or even worse, a dastardly
continued on page 6
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The stone marker
dates to the 1920s
when the current
Big Springs
Methodist Church
and parsonage
were built. It
commemorates the
building of the first
church in Kansas in
1855.

only a misused livery stable and one period
house remain from a frontier town of
thousands—but this road was the storied
Oregon Trail, the California Road to
riches, and the Victory Highway after
World War I, the first planned
transcontinental roadway

It’s old US Highway 40 today—

If a Road Could Talk
bushwhacker or a rival for a homestead.
It’s documented that General James
Lane, Kansas’ first U.S. Senator, killed a
man in a feud over a plot of ground. At
the center of all this uncertain danger
flowed the Oregon Trail’s grand watering
holes at Big Springs. As the flyer above
attests, it was a Free-State stronghold but
short miles to the west and east were proslavery substantial outposts.
Imagine the lives of the teenage Spencer
boys, Free-Staters from Kentucky, who worked
their fields just a mile from Big Springs and
rode their ponies or walked to the town’s oneroom schoolhouse. They probably had their
own backwoods trail?
And to complicate the scene even more,
daily hundreds trod the Oregon Trail. Ever
since the early 1840s the watering holes
at “The Fork,” as Big Springs was known,
provided a much needed over-night stop.
Naturally Big Springs became a thriving FreeState community, first home of the Kansas GOP
and the national temperance movement.
Today motorists on US Highway 40 no
longer can find any kind of stop at Big Springs.
What was such a famous layover for emigrants,
prospectors, drovers, even outlaws is only
a wide spot in the road. There’s a lot of
history but little else. Three miles west on the
historic trail, Eli Hopkins, a North Carolinian,
bought land in 1853 and started building a
handsome two-story plantation home, which
he completed in 1859. He was a pro-slavery
Southerner . On the other side of Big Springs
some five miles to the northeast, another
Southern pro-slaver, Col. Henry Titus, was
building a reinforced farmhouse. In August
1856 it would become Ft. Titus, site of a
full-scale skirmish between Free-Staters and
Pro-Slavers.

1855 v. 2008 continued

For years it was impossible to
see the stack of rubble that had
been the first church built in
Kansas. Last year Big Springs’
United Methodist Church Pastor
Paul Stevens and a cast of willing
characters not only removed the
trash but raised the cross.

A rendition of today’s
remnants from 1855.
The drawing has no
resemblance to reality.
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The Otto Durow house sits 100 yards south of
US HWY 40. Our genealogist and historian,
Iona Spencer, says it’s been there, in one
form or another, since the mid 1850s. It must
resemble many of the Big Springs homes of
the time. It looks as comfortable and useable
today as ever—a testament to all who’ve
worked on the house over time.

THE ELI HOPKINS-ALAN SHERRILL stone house sits four miles
east of Big Springs on the outskirts of Tecumseh. There’s a debate
over whether Hopkins, who built the house in the 1850s, used
slaves in its construction. Local lore is that slaves were chained
or lived in pens in the basement during construction. All of the
house’s owners, including current owner Alan Sherrill, disclaim
any such sordid knowledge, but regardless it’s a magnificent
structure of a grand southern style that has been impeccably
restored. It’s present owners, Alan and Sabra Sherrill, have
completed its transformation into a most comfortable lodging
surprise, named the Old Stone House Bed & Breakfast.
Here’s another example of an important house sitting on the
Oregon Trail and other routes named for the same dusty trail.
Hopkins was from North Carolina and, according to reports,
fervently hoped the South would win. There are no reports of
violent incidents at the house during the 1850s and the Civil War.

It all happened within a 10-milewide circle, the concentration of all of
the hatreds and fears, religious zealotry of
abolition migrants and land-grabbing lust of
homesteaders gathered to make something of
Kansas Territory. There were U.S. troops
stationed in Lecompton, seven miles away,
but Union officers like Lt. J.E.B. Stuart,
who would play such a leading role at
Gettysburg in 1863, acted more like
on-lookers than peacekeepers. Any
similarity to our troops’ role in Iraq
and Bleeding Kansas?
That’s the historical backdrop.
Big Springs thrived after the Civil War,
until the railroad route’s bypassed the
town. It had several mini-revivals over
the years, but what you see today are
a very few remnants of structures. The
people were after reconstruction, not
preservation..

Build it and they’ll keep building on. The John Spencer
family has lived here since 1855 in perhaps a log cabin
or dugout and then the beginnings of this house. It sits
just off the old trail but a mile north of US 40 today.

An old livery stable survives. In the 1970s
and 1980s, it was polished up as the home
of the Oregon Trail Museum. Today it is
effectively mothballed and used for storage.
It possesses that native stone structure and
could be cleaned up under one of the State’s
preservation programs. Local lore holds
that it was an operating livery stable well
into the early 1900s.

Past Glories
In the olden days, Lecompton Rural High School
produced more than exciting sports teams. In the files
at the Kansas Territorial Museum at Lane University,
occasionally an old “Play Bill,” or a Commencement
program surfaces. Take a comedy presented by the
Lecompton Rural High School junior class in 1940. It
starred such luminaries as Opal Lasswell, Glenn Cree,
Ruby and Maxine Glenn, and Phyllis Martin. A farce
was presented in 1947, again starring such local talents
as Geneva Glenn, Betty Rothwell, Doris Fleming, and
Ernest Smith.
The Lecompton Grade School produced “ Sunny
of Sunnyside” in 1932. Cast member names are

familiar: Elmer Goodrich, June Stienmetz, Norma
Jane McClanahan, Helen Leslie, and Bob Norwood.
In 1937, the High School presented an operetta, “Bits
O’ Blarney.” Its cast included Madalyn McClanahan,
Clifford Hartman, Rachel Norwood, Eileen Glenn,
Norma Jane McClanahan, Lawrence Cree, Robert
Walters, and Pauline Simon.
For historical researchers and genealogists, our
Museum presents a treasure trove. See articles and
pictures in the files of old Bald Eagles, using the
newsletter’s newly unleashed search engine through
our website, LecomptonKansas.com. Or stop by so
our knowledgeable staff might help.
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The Great Eight

Lecompton may not be among the official “8 Wonders of Kansas”
but it’s still tops in our book.
Lawrence Journal World, February 2, 2008, Reprinted with Permission
The competition was stiff, but it still was a little disappointing that Lecompton’s Constitution Hall historical site
didn’t make the cut to become one of the official “8 Wonders of Kansas.”
The list released on Tuesday, Kansas Day, included many
of the state’s most popular attractions: The Eisenhower
Museum, the Kansas Underground Salt Museum and the
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, but Lecompton and its
nationally significant history failed to make the list.
Lecompton boosters did their best to promote the site
in the statewide ballot, but they were philosophical this
week after the results were announced. They were complimented to be among the 24 finalists and were in pretty
distinguished company among those not chosen among the
final eight. Those included such notable landmarks as the
Garden of Eden in Lucas and the Chase County Courthouse
in Cottonwood Falls.
For pure historical significance, it would be hard to beat

Lecompton, which was the center of activity and debate
over whether Kansas would be brought into the union as a
slave or free state and therefore a focal point of events leading up to the U.S. Civil War.
People of this area still are proud of the work Lecompton
residents and other area supporters have done to promote
and interpret this chapter in history through events and programming. In fact, this year’s “Bleeding Kansas” series is
now in progress and will include first-person portrayals of
significant historical figures on Sunday afternoons throughout February at Lecompton’s Constitution Hall.
The good news about the “8 Wonders” contest is that it
probably helped raise awareness statewide of the two dozen
attractions that made the finals. Too many Kansans don’t
take time to appreciate the scenic and significant “wonders”
of Kansas and the contest was a good reminder that we
should be proud of our state and its heritage.
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OBITUARIES
Harris, Glendon (George Eugene, 82. Burley, Idaho, died
Oct. 5, 2007. He was born Nov. 13, 1924 in Russelville,
Ark., the son of William J. and Dora (Osborn) Harris.
He was a Merchant Marine from Sept. 1943 to late 1944.
He married Bessie Irene (Glenn) Brown Nov. 21, 1964.
She died 3-26-2006, also his parents and two step children,
Chuck Brown and David Brown.
He is survived by three sons, David (Dahoe, Calif), Dean
(Livingston, CA), and Dan (Rupert); one daughter Deborah
Susan Underwood (Smithshire, Ill) and two step children,
Charlotte Plaster (Heyburn) and Paul Brown (Turlock, CA)
20 grandchildren, 14 great grandchildren. He was a member
of the Lecompton Historical Society.
Burial in View Cemetery at Burley, Idaho.

of Shawnee, and Teri Smith (Sam) and Sheri Nieder (Mike)
Lawrence, three sons, Kyle & wife Jacqui, Cape Coral, FL.;
Steven,, of Lawrence; and Scott (Nancy), Williamsport,
PA:; three brothers, Nat J. Scribner, Harrisonville, MO.;
John Scribner the Philippines, and Ed. Scribner, Blackfoot,
ID; and two sisters, Charlene Hickock, Lawrence, and Burt
Morrison, Harrisonville, MO; and 14 grandchildren
Burial in Memorial Park Cemetery, Lawrence.
Richardson, Susie B. Reynolds Richardson, 86, died Jan.
27, 2008 in Topeka.
She was born April 21, 1921 at Holton, KS., the daughter
of Richard and Mary Boydston.
She graduated in 1939 from Lecompton High School. She
was a Life member of the Lecompton Historical Society.
She was married to William H. Reynolds in 1940, he
preceded her in death in 1971. She was married to Asa
Richardson on Aug. 4, 1972 at Lecompton. He preceded
her in death on Feb. 3, 1989. She was preceded in death
by, two daughters, Roberta Jean Reynolds, Susan Cheryl
Reynolds and one son, William J. Reynolds. Susie is
survived by one son, Vernon Reynolds, Sacramento, CA.,
one daughter, Anita Louse Reynolds, Springfield, Mo. two
step-sons, Ernest Richardson, Lawrence, Mark Richardson,
Tucson, AZ., three step-daughters, Karen Dick, Perry,
Wanita Lovell, Joshua, TX., Diana Miller, Lawrence and
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Burial in Oak Hill Cemetery, Lawrence.

Nelson, Naomi H., 93, died Nov. 8, 2007 in New Castle,
Ind. She was born Feb. 7, 1914, the daughter of George and
Minnie Hildenbrand and grew up in the Stull community.
She married Dr. Raymond E. Nelson in 1936. He died in
1981. She then married Donald L. Adair in 1988. He died
in 1999. She graduated from Kansas University in 1936.
She was a member of Broadway United Methodist Church
of Great Bend and Sunnyside Presbyterian Church in New
Castle. She was a member of the Lecompton Historical
Society.
She is survived by a son, Dr. Robert R.(Patricia) Nelson,
Honor, Mich.; two daughters, Susan Nelson, Chicago, and
Janet (Terrill) Harvey, New Castle; seven grandchildren
and 12 great grandchildren.

Toddhunter, Emma Anna, 92, died Jan. 29, 2008 in
Topeka.
She was born Sept. 5, 1915, in Elsmore, KS., the daughter
of Fred and Clara Thompson.
Emma married Roy D. Todhunter in Topeka in 1941. He
preceded her in death in 1975. Also, a son, Roy “John”
Todhunter, preceded her in death in 1976, and two brothers,
Dewey and Fred Thompson.
She was a member of the Shawnee Heights United
Methodist church and also a pass member of the Lecompton
Historical Society.
She is survived by her daughter, Sue Miller; two
grandchildren, Chad Miller of Topeka and Lisa MillerBest (Gregg) of Shawnee, KS.; two great granddaughters,
Shyanne Best and Addison Miller also three sisters, Nina
Lee Johnson of Elsmore, KS; Frances (Charles) Inselman of
Blue Springs, MO.; Gladys Brandt of Topeka. (Note: She
was the sister-in-law to Faye Todhunter Glenn.)
Burial in Emmanuel Cemetery near Watson, KS.

Daniels, Clarence E., 81, Lawrence died Nov. 12, 2007 at
his home. He was born April 1, 1926, in Lawrence, the son
of Levi William and Lucy Rose Newville Daniels.
Clarence served in the U. S. Navy during World War
II. He married Marjorie Joyce Sanford on Oct. 27, 1951 in
Lawrence. She died April 16, 2002.
He was a member of Central United Methodist Church
in Lawrence and a member of the Lecompton Historical
Society.
He is survived by a son Mark, Stilwell; two daughters;
Linda Bolton, Lawrence and Tina Sinclair, Basehor, KS.
four brothers, Alvin, Robert, Donald all of Lawrence and
Norman, Lecompton; a sister, Mildred Weibel, Topeka; and
six grandsons.
Burial in Maple Grove cemetery, Lecompton
Petrie, Laura M., 69, Lawrence, died Dec. 25, 2007 at her
home. She was born Aug. 10, 1938, in Cedar Point, the
daughter of Charles L. and Myrtle P. Joseph Scribner.
She was a member of Clinton Parkway Assembly of
God Church, also a member of the Lecompton Historical
Society.
She was married to Gerald E. “Jerry” Petrie on Mar. 31,
1956, in Newkirk, OK. He survives of the home. Other
survivors include three daughters, Jeri Jo Powers (Mitch)

Smith, Elmer “Fred”, 70, of Ozawkie passed away Feb.
3, 2008 at Stormont-Vail Hospital in Topeka. He was
born March 13, 1937 at Lecompton the son of Fred W
and Grace P. Parrish Smith. He was married to Rayna
Studebaker on Oct 15, 1992.
Survivors include his wife Rayna of Ozawkie; his
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brother, Edward Smith of Lecompton; three step-children
and four grandchildren. He was preceded by three sisters,
Mary Rees, Carolyn Starkley, Irene Smith, and one
grandchild.
He graduated from Lecompton High School in 1955 and
was a Life member of the Lecompton Historical Society.
Burial in the Meriden Cemetery, at Meriden

Donations to the Territorial
Capital Museum
1. Lecompton Alumni Banquet Program and spoons by
Marjorie Schmidtt.
2. Christmas decorations and photos by Shirley Funk.
3. Photos of the Stanton Mansion by Gary Stauffer.
4. 1919 wedding hat and playbooks from Lecompton High
School by Rosalie Banks.
5. John Conard Sr. life story by Arloene Simmons.
6. Donald Duck and Little Lulu comic books by Paul
Bahnmaier.
7. Antique Christmas ornament in memory of Warren
Gibbens.
8. United States President Poster by Bob Fleming.
9. W.W.1 field telephone, 1890’s and 1940’s board games
in memory of Jerry Schmidtt.
10. Eisenhower drinking glass, Eisenhower campaign
button and envelope in memory of Edith Leslie
Stevenson.
11. Books written about important Civil War officals
which mention Lecompton in memory of Leona “
“Jackie” Carter Morey.
12. Pictures of early railroad and living conditions in
Western United States by Charlene Winter.

2008 Constitution Hall
Bleeding Kansas
Series to SROs
The Bleeding Kansas Lecture Series has been attended
by standing room only crowds. Craig Minor, a
history professor from WSU stated Lecompton was a
“National Obsession” in 1858. There were pro and
anti rallies in many cities across the United States
during the Winter of 1858 before Congress acted on the
Lecompton Constitution. The Lecompton Constitution
was endorsed by President Buchanan and passed the
United States Senate 33 to 25, but was defeated by the
United States House of Representatives 120 to 112. The
difference between Lecompton being the capital of Kansas
and Topeka is just 8 votes.
Some other interesting facts learned at the lecture
series include the fact that John Calhoun, president of the
Lecompton Convention was good friends with Abraham
Lincoln. Thomas Johnson who Johnson County was
named for was a Methodist minister and owned slaves. He
was murdered in 1865. Betsy Hoole from South Carolina
came to Kansas and settled in the town of Douglas.
Douglas was located 2 miles east of Lecompton on the
River Road near where Bud and Rosalie Banks live. She
and her husband emigrated to Kansas for the sole purpose
to make Kansas a slave state. Sara Robinson attended
a river boat ball on the Kansas River in Lecompton
and wrote a book about life at Camp Sackett where her
husband was held for treason.
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THE LECOMPTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Lecompton, Kansas 66050, is a non-profit corporation
for the preservation of historical sites. We are eager for continued membership and new members.
Dues are $10.00 per year for individual membership and $14.00 for a family membership. The dues are from December to December. Life membership is $100 per individual. Contributions are tax deductible. Checks should be made payable to the Lecompton
Historical Society, and mailed to Georgia Trammel, Chairman, 11 N. 2064 Rd., Lecompton, KS 66050
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A New Home For

The ‘Other’ Victory Highway Eagle
Starting in California in 1920, a movement gfrew to build the first transcontinental cement highway, which by more
than coincidence would pass through Topeka, Big Springs and Lawrnce. A Topekan, George Stanfield, informed the
Californians that Kansas had paved a two-lane road from Kansas City and intended to continute wetawrad to Lawrence.
The planners would call it the “Victory Highway and they envisioned a tree-lined roadway with statues at every county
line commemorating World War I dead. In 1923 the Shawnee County dead were honored with the placement of a four-ton
cast bronze eagle, a mother hovering to protect /HFRPSWRQ+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\
her eaglets in a nest. It’s home was the Shawnee-Douglas County line a
0DLOLQJ/DEHOV 6DQGUD1LFKROV
3UHVLGHQW 3DXO%DKQPDLHU
mile west of9LFH3UHVLGHQW
Big Springs.5LFK0F&RQQHOO
By 1980, because of vandalism, the eagled was moved to the northeast
corner
of Topeka’s Gage
3URJUDP
%HYHUO\9DQ'\NH
0HPEHUVKLS
*HRUJLD6LPPRQV7UDPPHO
Park and , 6HFUHWDU\
then, last9LFNL5REHUWV%DKQPDLHU
wnter it settled into its new resting place, a veterans’ memorial
section on
the park’s southeast corner.
*HQHDORJ\
+LVWRULFDO5HVHDUFKHU
,RQD6SHQFHU
Today it’s a7UHDVXUHU
striking %HWW\/HVOLH
sight—as is the Douglas County “eagle.” It was sponsored
by the
Lawrence Federation
of Women’s



3KRWRJUDSKHU 6KLUOH\)XQN
%RDUG0HPEHUV /HDK.XKOPDQ*HRUJH6LPPRQV
Clubs was .HLWK1RH-DVRQ'H[WHU
erected in 1929. It too fell victim to vandals and in 1980 was relocated to the campus7RXUV
of Kansas
University,
&KDUOHQH:LQWHU
)XQGLQJ 0DH+ROGHUPDQ
where it sits'XDQH:XOINXKOH5RQ0HLHU
proudly today.
,OOXVWUDWRU (OOHQ'XQFDQ
$VVLVWDQW7UHDVXUHU 6KHUUL1HLOO
.LWFKHQ 9LFNL/HRFKQHU
0HPRULDOV 5XWK,FH

&XUDWRUV 2SDO*RRGULFN$QQ'XQQDZD\
*HRUJH $UORHQH6LPPRQV'DUOHQH3DVOD\
0HPEHUVKLS$VV WV 6DQG\1LFKROV
%DOG(DJOH(GLWRU -RKQ3HWHUVRQ


1RQ3URILW2UJDQL]DWLRQ
863267$*(3$,'
3HUPLW1R
/HFRPSWRQ.6

&KDQJH6HUYLFH5HTXHVWHG
3XEOLVKHGE\
7KH/HFRPSWRQ+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\
/HFRPSWRQ.DQVDV
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