
 

 

February Focus is Photography & Digital Arts 
Photographers and digital artists make up a growing segment of Guild 
membership. February is their opportunity to showcase the breadth and range of 
these media. Whether using film, digital photography, or creating digital images by 
any other means, these member artists challenge our perceptions in many ways. 
This show is sure to offer something to delight everyone! Photography and digital 
art will hang in the Bittinger (front) gallery. Other member work will be displayed in 
the west gallery. 
  
Please Remove Work February 25 or 26 
As a Guild member, you should be aware of the need to frequently refresh the 
work you have in the gallery. You may also remember that several times a year 
the Guild asks that you remove all work. This is one of those times! Please 
remove all hanging work you have at the Guild on February 25 or 26, including the 
work in the Photography and Digital Arts Show, in the west gallery, or in the 
storage room in the back. If you have work that’s been in the various showcases 
for more than a few months, please also remove that work. Recently shown work 
in the showcases can remain. Removing your work serves several purposes – it 
empties the gallery so the School Student Show can be hung, it clears the gallery 
for spring cleaning and repairs in preparation for the Spring Show, and it is a great 
way to help you keep accurate track of your work at the Guild.  
 
After Pandemic Hiatus, School Student Show Returns 
Following a year off because of the impact of COVID-19 on area schools, the 
Guild is delighted to welcome back the Annual School Student Show in March. Art 
created in the programs of local middle and high schools will be on display 
throughout the gallery from March 1 to 19. This show is held in conjunction with 
Youth Art Month, which promotes art and art education in the US.  
The return of this show in 2022 will mark the 40th time the Guild has hosted 
school student work in March! It also marks the first year that Marie Smith is 
organizing the exhibit, taking over from Eric Miller, who was one of the show’s 
first organizers and has been involved in all of the first 39. Many thanks to Eric for 
his years of dedication to celebrating the local school art programs.  
 
New Gallery Hours Reflect Traffic 
Each day the gallery is open, we track the number of visitors who come through 
the doors. What we learned through the last half of 2021, including during the 
holiday shopping season, was that having the gallery open Thursday and Friday 
evenings did not bring in hoped for visitors or sales. Also, as members who read 
the newsletter and emails from the Guild know, we’ve had some difficulty getting 
enough volunteers to staff the front desk, especially during evening hours. 
Therefore, beginning in January the gallery hours were changed to eliminate 
evening hours, and adjusted for all days. See the daily hours at left. The changes 
represent a net decrease of only three hours weekly. As conditions evolve through 
the ongoing pandemic, there may be cause to reconsider evening hours; the 
board will re-evaluate the hours periodically. 
!  

NEWSLETTER 
February/March 2022 

Dates To Note: 
 

Jan 28-29: Drop off work for 
Photography & Digital Art 
Show 

Feb 1-26: Photography & 
Digital Art Show 

Feb 21: Board meeting, 7pm 
Feb 25-26: Remove all 

hanging work on display in 
gallery 

Mar 1-19: 40th Annual School 
Student Show  

Mar 6: Reception for School 
Student Show, 1-3pm 

Mar 21: Board meeting, 7pm 
Mar 21-26: Guild closed for 

annual spring cleaning 
Mar 25-26: Drop off Annual 

Spring Show entries 
Mar 29-Apr 30: Annual Spring 

Show 
Apr 3: Reception for Spring 

Show, 2-4pm; awards 
presentation at 3pm 

 
 

Guild Information 
 

Hanover Area Arts Guild 
32 Carlisle Street 
Hanover, PA 17331 
 

NOTE: New Gallery Hours 
   Tuesday thru Friday: 12 to 5pm 
   Saturday: 10am to 3pm 
   Sunday & Monday: Closed 
 

Website: 
     www.hanoverareaarts.com 
 

Contact Us: 
    Phone: 717-632-2521 or Email:  
    info@hanoverareaarts.com 
 

The Hanover Area Arts Guild is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. 
Donations are tax-deductible to 
the extent allowed by law. 



 

 

Get Ready for the Spring Show! 
The members-only Spring Show returns in April. Rules for this show are the same 
as for the Fall Show and Sale: 
•   Active adult members may enter up to three pieces for the single $25 entry fee  
•   Entries must be original, new work, never before shown at the Guild 
•   All entries will be judged for cash awards  
•   The artist may choose not to have entries judged 
•   Work will not be judged in categories 
•   All work must be appropriately prepared for display per usual Guild standards 
•   Pre-registration is NOT needed – hand-deliver entry forms together with artwork 
•   Work must remain in the gallery through the entire show 
All members will receive a separate communication about the Spring Show 
including the registration form and detailed rules. 
The awards judge for the show will be Freya Qually. She is the retired founder of 
the art department at the Penn State Mont Alto campus, where she taught painting 
and drawing for over 30 years.  Her own work features landscapes, portraits and 
still lifes in oil, which she exhibits regularly in a number of venues.  
Be sure to mark your calendar for the Spring Show reception, on Sunday, April 3, 
from 2-4pm. Awards will be announced at 3pm. 
 

Preparing the Gallery for Spring Show 
Every so often, we have to pause to take care of the essential tasks of cleaning, 
maintenance and repair. At the Guild, that will happen the week of March 21-26. In 
what has become an annual “event,” the gallery and classrooms close during that 
period to allow a variety of tasks to occur without disruption to programs*. As with 
most things that happen at the Guild, what we can accomplish during the week will 
be dependent on volunteers’ willingness to help.  
You will receive email a bit closer to that week asking you to sign up for time you 
are available to help. To accommodate work/school schedules, some late 
afternoon or evening hours will be planned. A comprehensive schedule will be 
finalized when we know how many volunteers we can count on. Please take a 
look at your schedule, and pencil in the hours you’d be willing to give. Then reply 
to the email when it arrives, to get your name on the volunteer list for the week.  

* Although we’ll be closed for business, doors will be open for you to drop  
off Spring Show entries on March 25 & 26. 

Award Sponsors Sought for Spring Show 
The Guild is seeking sponsors for the cash prizes awarded at the Spring Show. 
Sponsors can be businesses, individuals, or anonymous. You can help by asking 
a business or art supporter to be a sponsor! It’s great advertising for the sponsor, 
at very low cost. Sponsors will be acknowledged by the Guild throughout the 
month of the show. Sponsor forms are available at the front desk, or you can 
contact Sharon Benner (at sharonbennersart@yahoo.com) or Eric Miller (at 
emiller53@comcast.net) for more information. 
  
Update on Class Offerings 
The Guild has experienced a very slow return to classes and workshops as the 
pandemic keeps its grip on the country longer than anyone expected. The Guild is 
certainly not unique in this! We have had a few classes open, though most since 
last summer have not due lack of enrollment. As we start moving into spring, the 
education committee along with the board are exploring new ways and 
approaches to offering educational experiences that will bring members and 
nonmembers alike back into our classrooms.  
Any scheduled classes or activities will be announced by email, on our website 
and social media, and through this newsletter. If you may be interested in offering 
a class or similar experience, please contact the Guild.  

2021-2022 Board of 
Directors 
 

Officers: 
   Carla Long - President 
   Justin Wantz - Vice President 
   Anna Miler - Treasurer 
   Julie Miller - Secretary 
 

Members: 
   Sharon Benner 
   Julie Gelsinger 
   John Jurasic 
   Robert Marchio 
   Eric Miller 
   Andy Smith (Past President) 
   Marie Smith 
   Doug West 
   Jane West 
 

The Board meets on the third 
Monday of each month, now 
beginning at 7:00pm in the gallery. 
Any member can ask to have an 
issue brought to the Board for 
consideration. Contact any officer 
to raise such an issue, or send an 
email to the Guild. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities 

 

We are reaching out to our 
membership looking for volunteers 
to join our team at the Guild. As a 
non-profit organization, we 
depend on volunteers to help us 
achieve our goals in the 
community. We have a variety of 
opportunities available for 
volunteers such as:  
• working the front desk 
• being a committee member 
• assisting children with art 

projects during an art activity 
(e.g., Snacktown Fair)  

• assisting teachers with larger 
classes  

• spring cleaning 
• helping with special events and 

exhibits 
• being a Guild representative at 

our info table at various events  
• ...and many more … 
We would love to have you in any 
capacity that works for you. 
Please reach out by email at 
info@hanvoverareaarts.com or 
call the front desk during 
regular business hours. 
 



 

 

Artist of the Month – February 
February’s Artist of the Month Justin Wantz has had a lifelong 
passion for art. He has been a prolific artist since he was a child. 
Whenever he had idle time and a pen and blank paper or a 
margin of a paper nearby, he would be filling it. He believes this 
is his best form of expression and also something he finds to be 
one of the most meditative activities. He would even sketch on 
his school assignments and is glad his teachers were kind 
enough to permit that, and sometimes even show 
encouragement.  
Justin attended community college and took every art 
class they offered. He likes working mostly in pen and ink 
and painting in oils but will also try to experiment with 
new types of art or wacky experiments in media. Beyond 
creating his own work, Justin really enjoys teaching art 
and trying to encourage the next generation of artists. 
Justin is also involved in the Guild as an active volunteer, 
currently serving as the board vice president and on 
several committees. 
 

 
Artist of the Month – March 

Vicki Wojtkowiak, our Artist of the 
Month in March, has been a member 
of the Guild for the past two years. 
Even though her background in the 
financial services industry didn’t 
involve art, she always wanted to 
learn to paint. Retirement six years 
ago meant that she was finally able 
to devote time to this new pursuit.  
Vicki hasn’t had formal art training; 
she is primarily self-taught, though 

she has gleaned some information and techniques from the 
wide variety of sources now available. Her medium of 
choice is oil paint. Landscapes and portraits of children are 
the subjects she enjoys most. Vicki grew up in New Oxford 
and currently lives in York with her husband Scott and their 
Bernese Mountain dog Hattie.  

 
Demo Day in January  
Eight member artists braved less than ideal weather on January 22 to gather at the 
Guild for a Demonstration Day. Despite the weather and its impact on traffic through 
the gallery, this Demo Day was another great opportunity for the artists to work in a 
friendly, creative environment open to the public. 
Members Out & About 
v Eric Miller has two paintings in the Carlisle Arts Learning Center’s Go for the Gold 
members’ exhibit on display from February 4 to March 5. 
Do you have work that will be included in a show or exhibit outside the Guild? Let us 
know so we can share the news in an upcoming issue. Just send an email to 
info@hanoverareaarts.com with the details. 
 

Be an Artist of the Month! 
Several months are still available in 2022. Contact the front desk, or Julie Miller at 
jmiller1295@comcast.net for details about this valuable benefit of membership or to 
get on the schedule. !  

 Welcome New 
Members 

 

We say hello to new active 
member  

Erik Plump 
and to new student members 
 

Abegail Huber 
Sofia Harnois 

 
Do you have artist friends who 
are not yet members? Please 
encourage them to join! The 
stronger our membership, the 
more we have to offer the 
community, and each other. 



 

 

Board and Business News  
Strong Financial Picture: Artwork sales continued to be strong through the last 
quarter of 2021, with total sales in October, November, and December 2021 of 
approximately $3,800! That trend extended into January, with sales at the time this 
newsletter was prepared well over $1,000. Early in the year is also the time many 
grant application periods open. The Guild has had success in the past few years 
pursuing a variety of especially locally-administered grants, and will continue those 
initiatives.  
Focus on Long-Term Sustainment: One of the ongoing challenges the Board faces is 
not having a paid executive; all management, fundraising, planning, etc., is 
accomplished by volunteers. You may remember that right before the pandemic hit, 
the Guild hired a gallery manager. The timing proved to be awful and following that 
person’s voluntary departure the position was not filled, for now. The board is now 
focused on planning for both continuity and growth, by addressing both needs directly 
through targeted brainstorming as well as directing tasks to committees best suited to 
getting the work done. All member input is welcome! If you have any thoughts or 
suggestions, please direct them to any board member, or email the Guild at 
info@hanoverareaarts.com.   
Nominating committee: Each year the board president empanels a nominating 
committee tasked with identifying new or potentially returning members of the board, 
and board officers. If you are asked to serve in some capacity, please consider 
making that commitment to the Guild and say, “Yes!” 
 
Marketing Activities Promote Guild 
Over the past several months, the Guild’s marketing committee has been leading the 
charge to develop fresh ways to present and promote the Guild. Here are some of 
the initiatives underway: 
 -- Rack cards (those bits of advertising you find on racks at hotels, welcome 
centers, etc., that let travelers know where to find interesting attractions or things to 
do) for the Guild recently updated with new images and information, distributed 
locally and regionally to generate interest in our gallery. 
-- Social media posts, primarily Facebook and Instagram, happening more frequently 
and targeted to promotion of what’s happening in the gallery. 
-- Visual changes to the front of our gallery designed to attract attention. You may 
have noticed the changing banners, and different approaches to the displays in the 
windows, with more to come. 
-- Ongoing enhancements to the Guild's website that improve usability for both 
members and visitors to the site. 
-- Having fun with art by incorporating a QR (quick 
response) code on various Guild print and online materials. 
This popular technology allows people with smart phones to 
scan the QR code to access an online page with often fun, 
interesting, or engaging content that is changed frequently. 
Check it out here: 
  
 

Membership 
Documents Sent to All 
Members 
 

 Before Christmas last year, all 
members received an email 
with a link to a .pdf file 
containing updated 
membership information. This 
is valuable information that will 
answer many questions you 
may have about your 
membership, standards for 
showing your work in our 
gallery, and some of the many 
benefits you have through your 
membership.  
If you missed that email in the 
holiday rush, rest assured that 
you can find all the information 
you need about membership on 
the Guild website. At the home 
page, just click on the 
Membership/Forms link to get 
to the information you need. 

Oil Paintings Cleaned and 
Restored. 

Over 25 years experience.  
Studio of Stephen Stroup 

Phone 717-637-6506 or email 
sstroup@pa.net  

Our Mission 
Statement 

The Hanover Area Arts Guild 
provides an open and 
welcoming venue for artists 
and artisans who want to 
display their work and offer it 
for sale, and also extends 
opportunities and 
encouragement for everyone to 
explore art, learn about art, and 
develop one’s creativity. 
 

“To create one’s world in any of the arts takes courage.” 
- Georgia O’Keeffe 


