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CEO CORNER – MARILYN STROUD, MBA 
Vocational Expert and Training Consultant 

     Our Vision at Stroud Vocational Expert Services, LLC is to “to build a strong 
internal and external customer service team that will better serve our customers by 
diversification into new areas within the field of Vocational Forensics." Our Values 
include: "Respect – Appreciation, recognition, and consideration of the importance 
of privacy for clients and employees; Integrity – Honor, reliable, and steadfastness 
to upholding the legal and ethical standards set forth within the profession of 
Vocational Forensics and business; Honesty – Veracity, sincerity, authenticity, and 
truthfulness are the corner stone of our business; and Loyalty – Dedication and 
commitment toward our mission to better serve our customers."

     Over the last year we have introduced you to many of the experts that work under the Stroud Vocational Expert 
Services, LLC umbrella.  To support our vision, each member of the Stroud VE team of experts are available for Vocational 
Expert work outside of the realm of SSAVE work.  So please give us a call!  You will be impressed with the knowledge and 
professionalism that the Stroud Administrative and Vocational Expert Team offers in the field of Vocational Forensic 
Science. 

To learn more about our forensic and VE training services, go to http://stroudve.net or contact us at 
stroudve@stroudve.net. Let us now take time to get to know Amberly Christensen, BS, MRC, CRC…and VE!!! 
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Amberly Christensen, BS, MRC, CRC, Vocational Expert 

Ms. Christensen is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC) located in Utah. Amberly attended 
Utah State University where she earned her bachelor’s degree in Family Consumer and Human 
Development in 2004 and then a masters degree in counseling in 2007 from the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock while living in Utah. Amberly began working for the state of Utah’s Voc 
Rehab program that same year and was promoted to supervisor after just one year followed by 
specializing in working with the blind for the next eleven years.

What made you want to become an SSA VE? 

What inspired me to become a professional in the field of VR was a friend of mine who was already in the program.  I was 
exploring career options at the time I was finishing up my bachelors degree and I friend was 1 year into the masters 
program in the field of VR.  He explained what it was all about and I found that the more I looked into it the more I felt 
like it was the perfect fit for me.  I love people and actually making a difference in their lives for the better.

What is your Area of Specialization? 

I suppose you could say my areas of specialization include working with the blind and transitional youth to gain 
employment, and the ADA in terms of employment.  I absolutely love doing career exploration with people and helping 
them identify their barriers to employment and how to overcome them.   

Did your sense of fulfillment transfer across from direct assistance to people with 

disabilities to the courtroom? 

Yes, I feel like my sense of fulfillment in my job did transfer from VR to the courtroom, though it’s in a different way.  I 
don’t do the counseling that I used to with clients, but I do still feel like I have an impact for good in their lives. 

How did the Stroud training program prepare you for your first testimony experience? 

I felt like the training I received from Stroud was essential for my transition from VR to VE.  I gained all the new 
knowledge I needed to be effective in the position and was able to practice as much as I needed to be confident I could 
provide the service well.  I don’t know how I could have done it without Stroud.

How do you find the varied experiences as an impartial witness for the SSA? 

The varied experiences working as an SSA VE have, for me, been educational, interesting, and motivating.  In a word, the 
experience has been very enjoyable. For someone entering this field of work I would want them to know that the 
intimidation from the courtroom passes and to hang in there.  You ARE an expert and you can do this!

What is the one thing you would want anyone entering this career field to know? 

For anyone wishing to expand on their career through new opportunities I recommend you go for it!  There’s a much 
bigger world of opportunities in this field than I really knew existed.  So explore those opportunities. Expanding your 
career is absolutely doable and I recommend you make your career everything you want it to be. Thank you for this 
opportunity to be a part of the Stroud VE team. This experience has enhanced my life.  I’m very grateful for everything 
this job has done for me.  

Look for our next issue of the EXPERT NEWS from Stroud Vocational Expert Services, LLC.
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