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Clayton County Police Department 
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ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICES & WEAPONS 
Procedure # 

D30 

Authorizing Signature Effective New Total Pages 

 09-11-17  Amended 8 

  Rescinds  (see below)  
 
 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this order is to establish guidelines for the use of Electronic Control 
Devices (ECD) and Electronic Control Weapons (ECW). 

 
II. POLICY 
 

The Clayton County Police Department recognizes that combative, non-compliant, 
armed and/or violent individuals cause handling and control problems which 
require special training and equipment. As a result, when an officer is confronted 
by an individual who displays active physical resistance, and where a lesser 
degree of force has proven to be inadequate or is likely to be impractical under the 
circumstances, the Department has approved the use of the ECD/ECW only by 
officers who have successfully completed the Department’s ECD/ECW training 
program. 
 
The tactical use of the ECD/ECW is permitted only where it can be articulated that 
the offender was actively resisting (active resistance) a lawful arrest or where a 
subject is attempting to harm themselves and there is no other acceptable means 
of preventing such injury. Where the offender has been restrained or would be 
considered non-combative (passive resistance), application of the ECD/ECW is not 
authorized.  ECD/ECW application is considered a use of force and requires the 
completion of a Use of Force Report. 
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III. DEFINITIONS 
  

A. Less-Lethal Force Philosophy 
 

A concept of planning and force application that meets Clayton County Police 
Department operational objectives, with less potential for causing death or 
serious physical injury to the suspect than use of a firearm. 

 
Refer to standard operating procedure A5: Use of Force. 

 
B. Electronic Control Devices & Weapons 
 

ECD/ECW utilizes a compressed air cartridge to deploy probes at distances up 
to 35 feet. The probes are connected to the device by insulated wire. As the 
probes make contact with the individual, electrical pulses are transmitted along 
the wires and into the body of the individual. This energy is intended to 
overload the offender’s neuromuscular activity (Neuro Muscular Incapacitation 
– NMI) to the point that the offender may be safely restrained by the arresting 
officer(s). 

 
ECD/ECW is deployed in one of two manners; 

 
1. Propulsion 

  
Probes are discharged by nonflammable nitrogen at a rate of 160-180 feet 
per second. The rate at muzzle is dependent upon the cartridge which is 
chosen at the time of deployment. Rate of speed at impact is dependent 
upon the muzzle to subject distance. Electrical energy is transferred from 
the weapon to the offender upon duel probe contact and has a five-second 
duration unless the cycle is interrupted by the officer. Offender control is 
established through stimulation of both the sensory and motor nervous 
systems of the body. 
 

2. Drive-Stun 
 
Electrical energy is transferred to the offender by means of direct 
application of the ECD/ECW to the offender’s body. A Drive-Stun may be 
applied with or without the cartridge body being attached to the weapon.  
Application with an attached cartridge will also deploy the probes. Duration 
of cycle is five seconds, unless interrupted by the deploying officer. As the 
Drive-Stun mode requires touch distance, application of the ECD/ECW in 
this manner is generally conducted as a back-up to the propulsion mode, 
or where exigent circumstances would preclude normal deployment of the 
probes. Offender control is established through stimulation of the sensory 
nervous system only. 
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C. Active Resistance 
  

As an offender’s action and resistance increase in severity, the injury potential 
increases for the offender, arresting officer(s) and others involved in the 
incident.  This “active resistance” is manifest in the form of physical actions on 
the part of the offender which require that they be physically overcome by the 
officer in order to facilitate a lawful arrest.  Examples of such actions would be, 
but are not limited to, pulling away from the officer(s) attempting an arrest, 
pushing away the arresting officer(s), wrestling with arresting officer(s), striking 
or kicking arresting officer(s), offender utilization of some form of life 
threatening weaponless assault against the officer(s) or others, attempts made 
by the offender to disarm the officer(s), or the use of weapons against 
officer(s) or others that are likely to cause death or grievous bodily injury or 
death, if no preventive action is taken. 

   
D. Passive Resistance 

 
An offender may exhibit non-physical actions that demonstrate an attitude of 
non-compliance toward the arresting officer. Such actions would be, but are 
not limited to, mild to moderate agitation, verbal resistance to lawful direction, 
not responding to the officers’ commands, various verbal or physical danger 
cues, refusing to move or becoming dead weight as the officer effects a 
hands-on tactic. 

 
E. Offender Control 

 
The officer has an obligation to effectively control a person whom they have 
taken into custody in order to limit the possibility of injury to the offender, the 
officer or other involved persons. The amount of force that the officer must use 
in order to establish this control is directly proportionate to the offender’s 
decision to either comply with lawful directive from the officer or actively resist 
the arrest. As the offender’s resistive action ceases, or is brought under control 
by the arresting officer(s), the level of force required by the officer(s) to 
efficiently deal with the offender must also proportionately de-escalate. It is 
generally accepted that control has been established where the offender has 
been secured by approved restraining devices and is no longer actively 
resisting lawful direction from the officer(s). 

 
IV. PROCEDURES 
 

A. Operational Guidelines 
 

1. The Taser will be issued to and used ONLY by authorized personnel who 
have completed the departmental ECD/ECW training program. 
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2. When practical, the officer applying the ECD/ECW should target the back 
of the resisting offender. Where the individual must be targeted from the 
front the recommended point of aim is the lower center of mass of the 
body where the probes of the ECD/ECW will engage the balancing 
muscles of the pelvic triangle. 

 
 The face, neck and groin areas should not be targeted unless the 

deploying officer would be justified in using deadly force to resolve the 
situation. Intentional targeting of an individual’s genitals or a female’s 
breasts should be avoided, if practical. 

 
3. The tactical use of the ECD/ECW is permitted only where it can be 

articulated that the offender was actively resisting (active resistance) a 
lawful arrest or where is subject is attempting to harm themselves and 
there is no other acceptable means of preventing such injury. In each 
instance where the ECD/ECW device has been applied, the officer must 
be able to clearly articulate why other means of physical control were 
either inadequate or impractical under the circumstances. 

 
4. When possible, a verbal warning shall be given which advises the offender 

that the ECD/ECW will be deployed, if resistance to arrest does not cease 
immediately. 

 
5. The ECD/ECW will be inspected and checked for proper function prior to 

beginning the tour of duty. 
 
6. Only batteries or chargers issued by the Department and approved by the 

factory for utilization shall be used with the ECD/ECW. 
 
7. The primary intent of ECD/ECW application is to provide arresting officers 

with a period of opportunity so that effective restraining tactics can be 
implemented. When possible, effort should be made by arresting officers 
to properly and promptly restrain the offender during the initial five-second 
application of the ECD/ECW. 

 
B. Discharging a ECD/ECW 

 
Upon discharging an ECD/ECW, the deploying officer will: 

 
1. Request the response of an EMS unit. Where the officer can link physical 

systems aspects which are indicative of excited delirium, consideration 
must be mad relative to immediate transportation to a medical facility, if 
EMS personnel anticipate a prolonged response. 

 
2. EMS personnel will medically evaluate the condition of the suspect prior to 

them being transported to a detention facility. The EMS evaluation will 
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determine whether that individual needs to be transported to a medical 
facility for treatment by a physician. The suspect will not be booked into a 
detention facility until they have been medically evaluated. 

 
a. The probes should be removed from the offender immediately 

following handcuffing. 
 
b. Probes which are embedded in sensitive areas such as the head, 

neck, groin or breast (female) shall be removed by EMS or other 
professional medical personnel. 

 
c. Probes which are embedded in non-sensitive areas may be removed 

by departmentally-trained personnel. 
 
d. If possible, photographs of the targeted area should be taken 

following deployment and probe removal. 
 

3. Used ECD/ECW, compressed air cartridge, probes used are considered 
sharp and are considered a biohazard.  Officers should use gloves when 
handling the expended probes to reduce the chance of exposure to 
biohazard materials. Used probes have evidentiary value and will be 
properly labeled, documented, and secured as evidence by sealing the 
probes within the used cartridge casing following procedures as 
demonstrated during training. 

 
4. When incarcerating an offender who has been subjected to a 

neuromuscular stun, personnel at the Clayton County Sheriff’s Office 
detention facility will be notified of such during the booking process. 

 
C. Documentation 

 
1. ECD/ECW application is considered a use of force and requires the 

completion of a Use of Force Report. Any deployment of the ECD/ECW 
will be reported, whether on or off duty, except those connected with 
agency training functions. 

 
2. Electronic Control Devices (ECD) and Electronic Control Weapons (ECW) 

record data during each use.  Once an ECD/ECW has been deployed, its 
data will be downloaded before the ECD/ECW is returned to service.  
Immediately following deployment, the assigned officer will turn over the 
ECD/ECW to his/her supervisor. 

 
The concerned Captain is responsible for downloading the data from the 
ECD/ECW into Evidence Sync using assigned username/password login 
information in order to store it in www.evidence.com .  The Captain will 
convert the generated ECD/ECW report to a .PDF document for 
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departmental filing. The Captain will forward the .PDF document to the 
supervisor who generated the Use of Force Report for him/her to attach it 
to that report through the Blue Team Field Entry Support application. 
 
If the concerned Captain will be unavailable for more than two (2) 
business days, a designated Shift and/or Unit Commander will complete 
the downloading procedures and ECD/ECW report conversion.  Certain 
departmental components and subcomponents have been pre-arranged to 
specifically utilize a member of OPS for completing the downloading 
procedures and ECD/ECW report conversions; they will meet with a 
member of OPS on a pre-scheduled date and time to adhere to these 
procedures.” 

 
3. Upon receiving any ECD/ECW, the person actually deploying the device is 

ultimately responsible for ensuring that it is used in accordance with this 
policy. 

 
D. Training 

 
1. Officers must successfully complete a departmentally-approved 

ECD/ECW certification course prior to being authorized to carry, use or 
deploy a departmentally-issued ECD/ECW.   
 
Officers are required to complete departmentally-approved ECD/ECW 
refresher training at a minimum of once per year (annually), to include 
training on this procedure. 
 
All personnel shall have access to this procedure on the departmental 
intranet: http://ccpd/  
 

2. To become a departmental ECD/ECW instructor an officer must be a 
POST-certified General Instructor and complete a departmentally-
approved ECD/ECW instructor certification course. 
 

3. Instruction on the effects and treatment of persons subjected to ECD/ECW 
application may be provided to any other City or County public safety 
personnel, if such training is requested. 

 
E. Restrictions 

 
1. The ECD/ECW shall be handled carefully and according to the 

manufacturer’s guidelines. Officers who are using an ECD/ECW shall 
handle the device by utilizing the same safety protocol with which one 
would handle a firearm. ECD/ECW shall be worn or carried on the non-
firearm side of the body and carried within a holster issued by the 
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Department. ECD/ECW shall be stored in a safe and secure location when 
not under the users’ immediate control. 

 
2. Use of the Drive Stun is discouraged, except in those instances where 

probe deployment would not be possible. 
 
3. In as much as repeated, prolonged and/or continuous exposure(s) to the 

ECD/ECW’s electrical discharge may impair breathing and respiration 
(particularly if the probes are placed across the chest or diaphragm), 
cause cumulative exertion and/or exhaustion effects or results, evaluation 
of compliance during the application process becomes a necessity. 

 
 The goal of ECD/ECW application is the establishment of a positive 

behavior modification on the part of the aggressor. Effective application is 
recognized where the aggressor ceases active resistance and complies 
with the lawful directive of the deploying officer. If a single application of 
the ECD/ECW proves to be ineffective, the deploying officer will reassess 
the situation and consider other available options. Each application of the 
ECD/ECW must be justifiable. 

  
4. Do not touch the wires, probes or the area on the offender between the 

probes while the ECD/ECW is activated. 
 
5. Do not shine the aiming laser into the offender’s eyes. 
 
6. Use of the ECD/ECW in the following instances is PROHIBITED, unless 

exigent circumstances are present: 
 

a.  Against handcuffed subjects; 
 
b. Against subjects fleeing on foot; 
 
c. At or from a moving vehicle; 
 
d. Against subjects who are known to be pregnant; 
 
e. Against person(s) weighing less than 90 pounds; 
 
f. Against subjects who are visibly elderly or physically disabled and/or 

suffering from a debilitating illness; 
 
g. Against subjects with known neuromuscular disorders such as 

muscular sclerosis, muscular dystrophy or epilepsy; 
 
h. Where the subject is threatening suicide and is armed with a firearm, 

unless it is possible for the officer to make a clear determination that 
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the subjects finger is away from the trigger upon the weapon thereby 
reducing the possibility of the firearm discharging upon deployment of 
the ECD/ECW. 

 
i. In a situation where deadly force is clearly justifiable, unless another 

officer is present and capable of providing deadly force to protect the 
officers and/or civilians as necessary. 

 
7. The ECD/ECW WILL NOT be used under the following circumstances: 

   
a. For coercion or intimidation; 
 
b. To escort or prod subjects; 
 
c.  To awaken unconscious or intoxicated subjects; 
 
d. Against subjects who are offering only passive resistance; 
 
e. When the officer has knowledge that the subject has come into 

contact with flammable liquids or is within a flammable or explosive 
atmosphere or where the offender has been previously exposed to 
Oleoresin Capsicum (OC); 

 
f. When the subject is in a position where a fall may cause substantial 

injury or death. 
 

8. A medical evaluation is required when an ECD/ECW is applied to high-risk 
suspects. Where the applying officer has any reason to believe that the 
health of the individual to whom the ECD/ECW has been applied is at risk, 
then that individual will be transported to a hospital for evaluation. 

 
V. CANCELLATIONS 
 

A. This procedure amends the following standard operating procedure: 
 

D30: Electronic Control Devices, dated June 1, 2016. 


