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The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for officers when dealing with 

juveniles in enforcement and custody situations. 

The Clayton County Police Department is committed to the development and 

perpetuation of programs designed to prevent and control juvenile delinquency. 

I. POLICY 

 

It is the responsibility of all members of the department to familiarize themselves 

with juvenile problems and established procedures for handling both criminal and 

non-criminal juvenile incidents as defined in this policy. Officers should bear in 

mind that only a small percentage of juveniles commit the majority of juvenile 

crimes. While this small percentage may require secure custody, the vast 

majority of juvenile offenders are likely candidates for non-secure custody and 

positive diversion and intervention strategies. With this in mind, officers shall, 

whenever reasonable and justified under this policy, take those measures 

necessary to effect positive changes in juvenile offenders that are consistent with 

state law and the safety and security interests of the community.  

II. DEFINITIONS 

 

As used in this policy, the following words and terms shall have the meaning 

ascribed: 



SOP A10, Page 2 of 11 

 

 

A. Status Offender: A juvenile who is charged with an offense that would not 

be a crime if committed by an adult. 

 

B. Responsible Adult: In the absence of a juveniles parents or legal guardian, 

a responsible adult is one who is responsible for the physical custodian of 

a juvenile, or who is another adult acquaintance of the juvenile’s parents 

or legal guardian who agrees and reasonably demonstrates the ability to 

provide supervision for the juvenile until parents, legal guardian, or next of 

kin can assume that responsibility. 

 

C. Non-Secure Custody: A condition under which a juveniles freedom of 

movement is controlled by members  of this Department and, during such 

time, the juvenile: 

 

1. Is held in an unlocked, multipurpose area that is not designed in 
any way for detention use, such as a report writing room or an 
office.  
 

2. Is not secured or handcuffed to any stationary object. 
 

3. Is held only long enough to complete identification, investigation 
and processing and is then released to a responsible adult or 
transferred to a juvenile facility or court. 
 

4. Is under continuous visual supervision until released. 
 

D. Secure Custody: A condition in which a juvenile is physically detained or 

confined in a locked room, set of rooms, or a cell that is designated, set 

aside or used for the specific purpose of securely detaining persons who 

are in police custody. 

 

III. PROCEDURES 

 

A. Enforcement Alternatives 

 

Officers dealing with juveniles in enforcement capacities may exercise 

reasonable discretion as outlined in this policy in deciding on appropriate 

actions. Alternatives that may be considered include: 
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1. Release without further action 
 

2. Informal counseling to inform the youth of the consequences of his 
actions 

 
3. Informal referrals to community services. 

 
4. Informal counseling of parents or responsible adult. 

 
5. Limited custody and station house warning. 

 
6. Issuance of a summons or complaint to appear in court in lieu of 

being taken into custody. 
 

7. Arrest under non-secure custody. 
 

8. Arrest under secure custody. 
 

9. Referral to juvenile court 
 

B. Enforcement Criteria 

 

The following general guidelines may be used in determining appropriate 

enforcement and related actions that may be taken when dealing with 

juvenile incident. 

 

1. Release without further action or following informal counseling. 
Referral to community resources or parents may be appropriate in 
incidents where property damage or personal injury is not involved, 
but intervention is necessary to avoid potential delinquent actions 
and when the youth has had no prior enforcement contacts with the 
police. Examples of these incidents include, but are not limited to: 

 
a. Curfew violations 

 
b. Loitering  

 
c. Minor liquor law violations 

 
d. Disorderly conduct 
 

2. Officers may elect to transport the youth home or make personal 

telephone or mail contact with the youth’s parents or guardians to 

provide them  with information and counseling on their child’s 
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actions; refer the youth to appropriate community service agencies 

with or without follow up; or detain the youth at the precinct until he 

is released until he is released to a parent or guardian when: 

 

a. The nature of the incident is of a more serious or potentially 
serious nature than exemplified in item “B-1” of this policy 
 

b. The youth involved is fully aware of the seriousness or 
potential seriousness of his actions, and/or is acting in 
alliance or collusion with othe4rs to commit such acts 
 

c. The youth fails to cooperate or to positively respond to police 
intervention and direction 
 

d. The youth has received prior informal warnings or referrals, 
or has engaged in delinquent acts. 

 

3. Officers may file delinquency charges against a juvenile when the 

circumstances surrounding the incident meet or exceed the 

seriousness of those cited as examples in item “B-2” of this policy. 

Officers should file delinquency charges against juveniles when 

they commit: 

 

a. Acts that is committed by an adult would be felonies 
 
b. Delinquent acts involving deadly weapons 
 
c. Serious gang-related offenses 
 
d. Delinquent acts involving assault 
 
e. Delinquent acts while on probation on parole, or when they 

have charges pending against them. 
 
f. Delinquent acts as repeat offenders , or when they have 

refused to participate in diversion or intervention programs 
 
g. When it has been determined that parental or other adult 

supervision is ineffective 
 

4. An officer may also take a juvenile into custody if the youth is lost, 

seriously endangered, or is a runaway. In all such cases these 

juveniles shall be held in non-secure custody and officers shall 
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contact the child’s parents or guardian as soon as possible. Where 

parents or guardians cannot be contacted, or refuse to accept 

custody, the officer shall contact the departmentally approved youth 

services agency for placement. 

 

5. In cases of alleged child abuse, officers shall contact a Crimes 

Against Children detective in order to conduct an investigation of 

the complainant unless probable cause justifies immediate action in 

order to protect the safety and well-being of the child. 

 

C. Status Offenses 

 

1. Based on the seriousness of and circumstances surrounding the 

offense, the background and demeanor of the juvenile, and other 

relevant factors, the officer must determine whether the juvenile is 

alleged to have engaged in non-criminal behavior (a statue offense) 

and may release a juvenile to his parents, guardian, or other 

responsible adult. 

 

2. Officers must determine whether the juvenile is alleged to have 

harmed or be in danger of harm and provided the appropriate law 

enforcement alternative or referral 

 

3. Juveniles taken into custody for status offenses should normally be 

frisked for weapons prior to being transported and may be 

handcuffed or otherwise restrained at any time if, in the judgment of 

the officer, the juvenile poses a physical risk to the officer or others. 

 

4. Officers should ensure juveniles are transported without delay to 

the appropriate juvenile intake facility. Officers shall pay particular 

attention to juveniles under the influence of alcohol or drugs and 

determined whether emergency medical treatment. Officers shall 

notify the parents or legal guardians of juveniles that they have 

been taken into custody 

 

5. Juveniles taken into custody for status offenses shall be held in 

non-secure custody as provided by state law, and for the briefest 

time necessary to conduct investigation, and related processing 

requirements to facilitate their release to a parent or responsible 

adult or transfer to a juvenile facility. 
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6. Transportation of a juvenile in a caged vehicle is not considered 

secure custody and such transportation may be utilized. 

 

7. Status offenders and other juveniles taken into temporary non-

secure custody for non-criminal type offenses should not be 

fingerprinted or photographed for purposes of record.  

 

8. Status offenders in temporary custody shall not be placed in a 

temporary detention facility with adult suspects, and shall also be; 

 

a. Under constant visual supervision 
 

b. Afforded reasonable access to toilets and washing facilities 
 

c. Provided food if in need of nourishment, to include any 
special diets necessary for health or medical purposes.  
 

d. Provided with reasonable access to water or other 
beverages 

 
e. Allowed reasonable access to a telephone 

 

D. Delinquent (Criminal Type) Offenses 

 

1. Juveniles arrested for delinquent offenses are subject to the same 

security requirements as adults and may be handcuffed, or 

otherwise restrained as necessary, during transport and 

processing. 

 

2. Juveniles accused of delinquent offenses may be securely detained 

only for the period of time, and in the manner prescribed by state 

law, to allow for identification, investigation, processing and release 

to parents or a responsible adult, or transfer to the juvenile facility 

or court. It is the responsibility of the arresting officer to notify the 

juvenile’s parents or guardians should the juvenile be placed in 

custody or detained at the Regional Youth Detention Center.  

 

3. The juvenile and the adult, if available, shall be advised of their 

constitutional rights prior to interrogation, in accordance with law 

and department policy. 
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4. In the absence of a parent or guardian, a juvenile may be 

questioned and may provide statements if reasonable assurances 

can be made that the juvenile fully understands his constitutional 

rights. 

 

5. Interrogation of juveniles should not extend over periods of time 

that could be considered unreasonable or harassing and, whenever 

possible, should be conducted by no more than two officers at a 

time. 

 

6. The juveniles should be informed of the procedures that will be 

followed with regard to custody, release, and transport to another 

facility, or to a custody hearing. 

 

7. Under state law, juveniles can be charged as adults for certain 

types of offenses. 

 

E. Record Keeping 

 

1. Officers who select non-custodial alternatives, or engage in 

informal enforcement contacts with juveniles, shall complete 

appropriate field interview and/or incident reports as required by 

this department. These reports shall clearly identify the juvenile(s) 

involved the nature of the incident, and the rationale for the officer’s 

disposition.  

 

2. Juveniles taken into custody for delinquent offenses shall be 

subject to the same reporting requirements as adults. Such reports 

shall be clearly marked “juvenile”, maintained in a separate location 

from adult arrest records, and the subject to state law regarding 

dissemination and access.  

 

IV. FINGERPRINTING JUVENILE OFFENDERS (NOT STATUS OFFENDERS) 

 

A. O.C.G.A  15- 11-83 requires that all juvenile offenders be fingerprinted 

and photographed upon being taken into custody when charged with an 

act that would be a felony if committed by an adult (exclusive of  status 

offender crimes defined in O.C.G.A. 15-11-2) The statute further requires 
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that the photographs and fingerprints be stored separately from those of 

adult offenders . 

 

B. The following procedures are in compliance with O.C.G.A. 15- 11-83 and 

shall be strictly adhered to: 

 

1. If the officer makes the decision to detain the juvenile, and the 

subject is not a status offender, the officer must obtain photographs 

and fingerprints by contacting CSI or dispatch so CSI may be 

notified. The juvenile will be fingerprinted on agency specific 

fingerprint cards and photographed. This information, along with 

relevant demographic and charge data will be kept in a secure area 

within the crime scene unit.  

 

2. If the officer decides to release the offender to a parent or guardian, 

the procedures outlined below will be followed: 

 

a. The parent or guardian will be contacted and meet with the 

officer and CSI member. The juvenile will be fingerprinted 

and photographed by CSI and may be released to a parent 

or guardian. 

 

b. PRIOR TO RELEASING THE CHILD TO THE CUSTODY 

OF THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN, THE THREE-PART 

JUVENLE COMPLAINT FORM (JUV-93-2) MUST BE 

FULLY COMPLETED. The officer will retain the pink copy of 

the form, forward the white copy to the clerk of court and the 

canary copy to the parents.  The parents will be notified of 

when to appear in Juvenile Court. 

 

3. The C.S.I. Unit will submit all fingerprints the Georgia Crime 

Information Center. 

 

 Note: Juvenile offenders who commit crimes over which the Superior Court has 

exclusive jurisdiction OCGA 15 11-28 (b)(2)(A), will be charged on a 

warrant, and C.S.I. will fingerprint as outlined above. The juvenile will be 

transported to the Clayton County Regional Youth Detention Center. 

 



SOP A10, Page 9 of 11 

 

V. INTERROGATION OF A JUVENILE OFFENDER 

If a juvenile is to be questioned about a crime in which they are suspected of 

being involved, the juvenile shall be advised of his constitutional rights and his 

right to legal counsel prior to questioning. 

Note: Murray V. State 276 396 sets out 9 factors to be considered in determining 

if a juvenile’s confession is voluntary. 

Juvenile Interrogation requirements under Georgia case law: 

In determining whether a juvenile’s custodial statement was voluntary and 

knowingly given, the Court must consider the following factors: 

A. Age of accused; 

B. Education of the accused; 

C. Knowledge of the accused as to both the substance of the charge and the 
nature of his rights to consult with an attorney and remain silent; 

D. Whether the accused is held incommunicado or allowed to consult with 
relatives, friends or an attorney; 

E. Whether the accused was interrogated before or after formal charges had 
been filed; 

F. Methods used in interrogations; 

G. Length of interrogation; 

H. Whether the non-accused refused to voluntarily give statements on prior 
occasions; and  

I. Whether the accused has repudiated an extra-judicial statement at a later 
date. 

Murray v. State, 276 396, 397 (2) (578 SE2d 853) (2003) 

A. Parents/guardians should be notified of the intended interrogation and be 

present, when possible. Officers must make every effort to locate the 

parent guardian and be able to articulate in court their attempts to locate 

the parent/guardian. 

 

1. If the parent/guardian is located and notified of the intended 

interrogation, the juvenile will not be interrogated until the 

parent/guardian is present. 
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2. If a parent/guardian is located and notified of the intended 

interrogation, and the parent/guardian authorizes the office to 

interrogation the juvenile outside their presence (parent/guardian 

refuses to be present during the interrogation), the officer may 

continue the interrogation and will write into the report facts 

regarding notice to the parent/guardian and their response. 

 

B. If the parent, guardian, or custodian cannot be located and notified of the 

intended interrogation, the officer shall continue with the interrogation. 

 

C. Notification of the parent/guardian that the juvenile is in custody and the 

need to interrogate the juvenile should be written into the report by the 

officer. Unsuccessful attempts to locate a parent/guardian should also be 

written into the report by the officer. Information should contain who made 

or attempted to make notification, how notification or attempts were made, 

and when, etc.  

 

D. Prior to investigation, the officer shall consider the juvenile’s age, 

educational level, ability to read, write, and understand the English 

language (or the child’s native language), the location of the interrogation, 

the number of persons present, requests by the juvenile, and the juveniles 

Miranda Rights. 

 

1. Prior to being interrogated, the juvenile and parent or guardian, if 

present, shall be advised of the juveniles constitutional rights, right 

to legal counsel, right to be represented by an attorney, and the 

means to access counsel, right to be represented by an attorney 

and the means to access counsel. No statements shall be taken 

until all Miranda Rights have been administered.  

 

2. It is the officer’s responsibility to ensure that the juvenile fully 

understands his rights. The officer shall explain the rights so that 

they are easily understood. The officer must be able to clearly 

articulate how he knew the juvenile understood his rights and 

explain this in court necessary. 

 

3. The juvenile being interrogated should be advised of agency 

procedures as outlined in “Section III” of this policy. The juvenile 

should also be informed of the juvenile justice system procedures 
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as applicable to the incident. Parents of guardians of the juvenile (if 

located) should also be informed of agency and juvenile justice 

systems procedures. 

 

E. The time of interrogation should be limited to as brief a period of time as 

possible. Normally, custodial interrogations of a juvenile should not 

exceed two hours.  

 

F. The number of officers and other concerned parties will be limited to the 

fewest number present during the interrogation. Interrogation of a juvenile 

by an office or investigator can last no longer than two (2) hours without a 

thirty (30) minute break.  

 

G. Should a parent advise that they do not want their child to be interrogated, 

the interrogation shall cease immediately. 

 

H. If a juvenile refuses to give a statement, the parent, guardian, or custodian 

shall not demand or force the juvenile to give a statement. 

 

I. Proper waiver forms should be completed and signed by the officer, 

juvenile, parent(s), if present, and other witnesses. 

 

J. The interrogation should be recorded by the use of recording devices 

available to the office at the time. 

 

Note:  CCPD will encourage review and comment by other elements of the 

juvenile justice system in the development of the agency’s policies and 

procedures relating to juveniles. This will be accomplished by participation 

and coordination with local juvenile councils and juvenile boards-such as 

RYDC, Child Abuse Protocol Council, and the Clayton County Board of 

Education.  

   

 

 


