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1. Curtis’s portrait of Mosa captivated J.P. Morgan. Was there a Curtis photograph (or group of 
photographs) you found particularly compelling? What was it about it that drew you? 

2. What do you think of the kind of man Curtis was—as an artist and advocate, but also as a husband, 
father, and public figure? Do you think of him as delusional, driven, or visionary? 

3. Is there a cause that you would be willing to support full time without pay? 
 
4. Did you empathize with Clara Curtis? If your spouse did the things Curtis did, would you have 
divorced him/her? 

5. How would you describe the Anglo/European Americans’ attitude toward the Native Americans 
during Curtis’s era? How have those attitudes changed? If so, what do you think changed them? 
 
6. Curtis did more than take photos. It was also important to him to accurately record tribal rituals 
and language. Other than his technical skills, what made Curtis the right person to create such a 
record of America’s Indigenous peoples? What advantages did he have over his more educated 
colleagues? 
 
7. What do you think the Indians taught Curtis about the natural world? Do you feel like you learned 
anything about the natural world or the Indians’ views about it in reading this book? 
 
8. In the closing passage of the chapter “Twilight,” Egan writes “not a single person in those books 
was a stranger to him.” What do you think was at the root of Curtis’ connection to the Indians? What 
drove him to feel such empathy that others living near the Indians did not feel? 
 
9. Egan writes about Curtis having the “reverse Midas touch.” What do you see as the cause of his 
money problems? 
 
10. Curtis ended up destitute and his life work fell into obscurity. If you were in his position, do you 
think you would have felt like it was worth the sacrifices you made? 


