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 President Thomas Jefferson hoped the Corps of Discovery would find a water route to the Pacific, which did 
not happen. However, he said Lewis and Clark entirely fulfilled his expectations. Why do you think the 
expedition was so popular then and why does it still resonate with us today? 
 
 How did you like reading these excerpts from the journals? Did it make the journey come alive for you or 
would you rather read a nonfiction book giving more background and explanation? 
 
 Have you ever walked or sailed/canoed any part of the Lewis and Clark Trail or visited Fort Mandan, Fort 
Clatsop, or Great Falls? How did your experience impact the way you looked at the Corps of Discovery?   
 
 The whipping of a crew member for mutinous expressions alarmed an Indian chief.  Do you agree with Clark 
that corporal punishment was necessary to maintain discipline on the expedition? What would you have done 
if you were in charge? 
 
 When the corps came to an unexpected fork in the Missouri, crew members wanted to follow the north 
branch, but fell in behind Lewis and Clark to take the south branch. If this had happened earlier in the 
expedition would the result have been different? 
 
 The crew would not have survived without help—food, horses, information—from the Indians. If they had 
died, what impact do you think that would have had on westward expansion?  
 
 What impact do you think the encounters with Lewis and Clark had on the Indians? 
 
 Corps members had more than a few close escapes from sudden calamities—raging bison and grizzlies, 
coiled rattlesnakes, slippery cliffs, treacherous rapids, etc. When they got sick, some of the medical treatments 
probably were worse than no treatment at all, yet only Sgt. Floyd died. Was this luck? Fate? Manifest Destiny? 
God?  
 
 Lewis struggled with depression and committed suicide five years after the journey. What impact do you 
think an expedition like this might have on a person’s mental state? 
 
 What did Sacagawea contribute to the expedition? Do you think Indians have special topographic memory? 
 
 Sacagawea and York were important members of the expedition, even voting on the location of the fort for 
the second winter. Yet when they returned, they were back in the society from which they came, and York 
remained a slave for about five years before Clark freed him. How difficult do you think that must have been 
for each of them to return to society where they were not full citizens? 
 
 If you were invited to sign up as a member of the corps in 1804 – and you were young and healthy – would 
you have agreed to go? Why or why not?  


