
 

 

 
 

Book Discussion Guide 
 

American Serengeti: The Last Big Animals of the Great Plains 
By Dan Flores 

 
 Is it more important to save apex predators and other iconic species or is every species 
equally important? What about invasive species versus native species? Do you think the wild 
horse should be considered native or invasive? 
 
 Flores has a lot of numbers in this book. Did you find any of them to be astounding? 
 
 Did “Little Red Riding Hood,” “The Three Bears” or other stories, books or media you 
encountered as a child influence the way you thought (or still think) about wolves or bears? 
 
 Humans have always hunted wild animals for food, but why do you think so many people 
derive pleasure from killing animals for sport? Genetics? The Bible story of creation? 
Testosterone? Cultural ideas about masculinity?  
 
 Destruction of habitat, especially in a state like Florida, is a greater threat to most species 
than hunting. How far should we go to protect or restore habitat?  
 
 Should it be illegal to hunt wolves? Who is most affected by reintroduction of wolves? 
 
 Other books cite Gen. Philip Sheridan as evidence the U.S. Army had a deliberate policy of 
killing bison to force the Indians into submission. Did Flores convince you that Sheridan got a 
bad rap? What did you think of his explanation for the near extinction of bison? 
 
 Do you think eating bison burgers contributes to or detracts from the sustainability of the 
species? Do you eat them? 
 
 Do you think it’s beneficial or harmful to give nicknames to individual bears, wolves or other 
wild animals, such as “Big Foot Wallace” and “Old Ephraim?”  
 
 Many wildlife attacks on humans, particularly bison attacks, are the result of human stupidity. 
However, other attacks, such as grizzlies dragging campers out of their tents, may be 
completely unprovoked. How should we deal with these? Should there be wilderness preserves 
where humans aren’t allowed at all?  
 


