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Topic #1 

M.M.I.W.(R)
Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women 

(Relatives)



What is MMIW ?
 The Missing and murdered Indigenous 

women epidemic (MMIW) is an issue currently 
affecting Indigenous people in Canada and 
the United States.

 As a group that has been "socially, economically, and 
politically marginalized",[14] Indigenous women have 
been frequent targets for hatred and 
violence.[15] Underlying factors such as poverty and 
homelessness contribute to their victimization, as do 
historical factors such as racism, sexism, and the 
legacy of colonialism. The trauma caused by abuses 
under Canada's residential school system also likely 
plays a role.[8][16] Indigenous women are between 3 
and 3.5 times more likely to be victims of violent crime 
than other women,[17][18] and the violence they face is 
often more severe.[19]



The More 
You Know… 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/lisa-murkowski-
violence-native-women-savannas-
act_n_5c4f1d2be4b0287e5b8cfffa



MMIW 
The Movement
 Bringing awareness to missing & 

murdered Indigenous women in 
various forms.

 The first Women's Memorial 
March was on February 14, 1991, 
in Downtown Eastside, Vancouver, 
which had numerous missing or 
murdered Indigenous women.

 Indigenous activists have been 
organizing protests and vigils 
relating to missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, girls, and two-
spirit individuals for decades.



Statistics
 1 in 3  Native women will be assaulted 

in their lifetime.
 84% of native women have 

experienced violence in their lifetime
 56% of native women are survivors of 

sexual violence
 In the United States, native women are 

murdered at 10 times the national 
average rate.

 American Indians and Alaska Natives 
are 2.5 times as likely to experience 
violent crimes—and at least 2 times 
more likely to experience rape or 
sexual assault crimes—compared to all 
other races.

 According to a 2010 Government 
Accountability Office report, United 
States Attorneys declined to prosecute 
nearly 52 percent of violent crimes that 
occur in Indian country.



Missing & Murdered 
Indigenous Women & 
Girls in South Dakota, 
North Dakota, & 
Montana—
a Data Snapshot

 There are 296 documented 
MMIWG cases in these three states 
combined, from 1972 to present. 
Of these cases, 30 are active 
missing persons cases, 192 are 
murders, and 74 have unknown 
status (reported missing and 
unable to confirm if found safe or 
deceased). There are likely many 
more cases that we have not yet 
documented. 

 157 of these cases occurred on 
reservations, 15 in rural areas, 105 
in urban centers, and 19 cases 
have unknown location types.



 Nearly half (39%) of these cases are 
girls age 18 or under, and the 
average victim age is 23 years old. 

 At least 26 of the victims were 
mothers, and 96% of mothers in the 
data were murdered. This indicates 
that our girls and young women are 
at high risk for violence, and our 
youth are vulnerable to loss of their 
mothers.



What does MMIW He Sapa 
Movement/Organization 

do?



MMIW 
Marches
2018 MARCH



2019 March, Feed & Speakers



Testifying for 
Senate & 
State Bills

 We testified for 
Senate Bill 164 that 
was introduced by 
State Rep Peri 
Pourier and was 
later joined with a 
bill introduced by 
Tamara St John at 
the State Capitol.



MMIW He Sapa @ Washington D.C.
 We recently traveled to Washington 

D.C. to add amendments to the bill 
called “Savana’s Act” named after 
Savana Greywind a MMIW victim 
from North Dakota.

 We met with Senator Tester, Senator 
Daines, as well as our very own 
Congresswoman Sharice Davids



MMIW He Sapa @ 
AIBL Conference

 We traveled to Portland, Oregon to the 
Nike World Headquarters to talk about 
MMIW at the AMERICAN INDIGENOUS 
BUSINESS LEADERS CONFERENCE (AIBL).

 We conducted a panel talking with 
students about MMIW, how we can bring 
awareness, create healthy relationships, 
and be an asset to our communities 
through service.



Other things we 
do: TAKE ACTION

 Activisim
 push for increases in funding and database access for
tribes to help fight the problem on the ground.
 Push other Bills such as Savanna’s Act & House Bill 2951
 Art
 Writing
 Protesting Pipelines

 Marches
 List Demands of our city, state, federal law makers.
 Press Releases -Involve your communities media 

outlets.
 Support Local Organizations

 Native Women’s Society of the Great Plains
 White Buffalo Calf Society



Balance:
Supporting Each Other



What is 
the Male 

Role in 
MMIW?



R- Reserve Space Creating Safe Spaces

E- Elevate Other’s Voices Social Media- Share posts

S- Support  Show up for events- Visibility is KEY

P- Protect Stand up for those that need help

E-Extend a hand Help at events: Set up, make signs & help clean up

C-Communicate See Something-Say Something

T-Treat everyone with respect



Want to start your own 
Youth MMIW Group 

right here in Eagle Butte?



Topic #2

Trafficking  & “Man Camps”



Let’s Talk 
“Man Camps”



What are
“Man Camps”?

 Man camps are 
temporary housing 
facilities constructed for 
predominantly male 
workers on resource 
development projects in 
the oil, pipeline, mining, 
hydroelectric, and 
forestry industries. 
Reports show a direct 
correlation between 
these encampments 
and violence against 
women.



 Located on Indigenous territories, away from cities, and 
often in close proximity to Indigenous communities, resource projects 
bring an influx of mostly non-Indigenous, mostly  male workers who come 
to the territory to profit from the resource economy, in some cases more 
than doubling the local population. Sometimes called “work camps,” 
“industrial camps,” or more commonly, “man camps,” large-scale 
facilities are set up to house this “shadow population” of traveling men. 
Man camp accommodations can range from RVs and trailers, to lodges, 
to barracks-style portables. While some are designed to be company-
regulated, self-sufficient “communities,” with dining, laundry, and 
recreational facilities, communities have also reported undocumented, 
unregulated camps, on land rented out by local ranchers or farmers.



“Camp 
Culture”…

 “Camp culture” has been reported to 
exacerbate isolation, mental illness, 
drug and alcohol abuse, violence, 
misogyny, and racism among the men 
living there. 

 Away from family, friends, and social 
supports, these men face stressful, 
difficult, and potentially dangerous 
working conditions, including long 
hours, shift work, and ‘two-week in, 
two-week out’ work schedules. 

 In this environment, and with 
heightened disposable incomes, 
increased substance abuse is well 
documented. Alongside a culture of 
“hyper-masculinity, sexism, and apathy 
towards self-care” direct and indirect 
impacts shift onto women, children, 
and two-spirit people.



“We have vulnerable women 
and children. What do you 
think is going to happen when 
we have an influx of wealthy 
strangers who lack integrity?”



Why we’re 
here : 
IMPACTS

 Impacts on women include 
higher levels of sexual assault 
and harassment, and family 
and domestic violence. 
Increased 
gender inequality as a result 
of high wages for resource 
sector workers that drive up 
food and housing prices, 
while straining community 
services put women and 
two-spirit people into even 
more economically 
precarious situations where 
they are increasingly 
dependent on male partners 
and family members. 



These aren’t 
just numbers  

Let’s Talk…



FACTS/STATISTICS 
about “Man 
Camps”
 With the occupation of 

“man camps” in North 
Dakota in the Bakken 
Oilfield, sexual assaults 
on the neighboring Fort 
Berthold Indian 
Reservation of the 
Mandan, Hidatsa and 
Arikara increased by 
168%.



The statistics in the North Dakota 
Uniform Crime Report from 2012 show 
that the 7.2 percent increase in 
overall crime included 23,647 arrests 
of men for everything from forcible 
rape, drug abuse, prostitution, and 
“other” sexual offenses.



We are being 
Targeted

 Lakota-Dakota Nations are 
now in the eye of the human 
trafficking storm, on the I-90 
corridor between Billings, 
Montana, and Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Both cities are 
hubs from which Native 
women and minors are 
trafficked to the Bakken 
fracking fields and beyond. 
In that 168% increase in 
sexual violence, Kandi 
Mossett is on record as 
stating it is “particularly in the 
area of rape.”



-Statement by 
the UN Special 

Rapporteur
on the rights of 

indigenous 
peoples, James 

Anaya

“In addition, indigenous women have 
reported that the influx of workers into 
indigenous communities as a result of 
extractive projects also led to increased 
incidents of sexual harassment and 
violence, including rape and assault. In 
one case in which I intervened 
indigenous girls walking to school were 
sexually assaulted by workers operating 
under a concession granted by the 
government for the extraction of forest 
resources in the indigenous peoples' 
traditional territory.”



Is Sex 
Trafficking 

happening in 
South Dakota 

or on 
Reservations? 

YES! 

FACT – “In this state (South Dakota), Native 
women and children are at higher risk than 

any other racial groups, so trafficking is 
actually happening on the reservations”. ~ 

Yumi Suzuki, USD Professor (2014)
 Other Shocking statistics for South Dakota:
• There were 30 federal sex trafficking cases since 2009.
• Two people from Minnesota were indicted for sex trafficking 
in 2014.
• Nine arrests are associated with the 2013 Sturgis rally.
• Two arrests were made in Sioux Falls in March 2014.
• Five indictments came from the 2014 Sturgis rally.
• Dozens of girls and women have been discovered as victims 
of sex trafficking in South Dakota.
• Boys and young men have also been victims of sex 
trafficking in South Dakota, as reported by advocates.





 Map of Nebraska’s Sex Trafficking 
“hubs”.

 Map of the “Dirty Dozen”
Which are states where rates of 
human trafficking is the hightest. 
South Dakota is included in that 
group.

“Infestation” 
of Sex Trafficking



Nake Nula Waun
Always ready for anything, at any time.



Prevention

Basics of Youth Safety
(basic practices on a daily basis)



Understanding your surroundings

Teach young people strategies in how to 

stay safe using our four main principles; 

Awareness, Avoidance, Dialogue and Action

Self Awareness



Simple-Everyday 
Techniques

 The Buddy System-Walk with a friend
 Take a step back if approached by a car
 Don't walk with headphones in both ears
 Teach them never to go anywhere with a stranger, 

even if it sounds like fun
 The windmill technique
 Teach them to avoid playing alone in deserted areas
 Teach them to be aware of his, or her, surroundings and 

the behavior of the people around him or her.
 Phone Numbers or places to go in Emergencies
 Importance of healthy-relationships & being a good 

relative
 Being aware & understanding social media dangers.



Topic #3

Wellness



Healthy Lifestyle

 What is a healthy lifestyle you might ask?
 A healthy lifestyle is one in which helps to keep and improve 

people's health and well-being. Healthy living is a lifelong effect. The 
ways to being healthy include healthy eating and engaging in 
physical activities. 

 Fitness (outlet, healthy hobby), healthy mindset, respect for yourself, 
goals, healthy relationships



What are the benefits of a healthy 
lifestyle? 

Long term, eating a balanced diet, engaging in regular exercise and 
maintaining a healthy weight can add years to your life and reduce the risk of certain 
diseases including cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, osteoporosis and obesity.

Short Term: More energy throughout the day, better overall brain and body 
function, fitness level improvement to be able to do other activities such as sports, hiking, 

etc.

A healthy lifestyle has both short and long 
term health benefits.



Why is fitness 
and being 

healthy 
important to 

me? 

Fitness is my anchor & outlet.Fitness is my anchor & outlet.

Fitness (physical activity) also gets my mind and body 
ready for the day. 
Fitness (physical activity) also gets my mind and body 
ready for the day. 

Being a role model to my kids, family, friends, and 
community.
Being a role model to my kids, family, friends, and 
community.

Taking care of myself in order to take care of others.Taking care of myself in order to take care of others.

I use this (fitness) platform to make an impact & reach out 
to my Samoan people, indigenous people to help them be 
aware of health issues that are associated with poor health 
habits. 

I use this (fitness) platform to make an impact & reach out 
to my Samoan people, indigenous people to help them be 
aware of health issues that are associated with poor health 
habits. 



Steps to living a 
healthy lifestyle? 

Food •Eating 
Indigenous Foods

Movement

•Challenging your 
body with 
stretching, lifting, 
pushing, pulling 
& balance

Relationships

• Healthy 
Relationships & 
Healthy 
Boundaries

Healing

Healing

• Being honest about the 
things you are dealing 
with and finding support 
through it.

• Recovery & Reset



Healthy Relationships
 What it is: Trust, Honesty, mutual RESPECT, good communication, 

understanding, individuality, anger control, etc.
 What it is NOT: threats, emotional & physical abuse, name calling, shaming 

them on social media, pressuring them to do things they don’t want to do-
including sending photos through snapchat, IG, facebook., being controlling, 
etc.

 Signs of an unhealthy relationship: 
 When someone is overly jealous & possessive 
 When they start to change who they are to please their partner.
 Unexplained injuries
 When they have to check in constantly with their partner.
 When the relationship becomes very serious too fast.

 Understanding Boundaries
I NEED VOLUNTEERS!





Check Out This Website:
Love Is Respect 
(loveisrespect.org)

OR

text “loveis” to 22522



Fa’a Samoa 
(The Samoan Way) 

WHERE FAMILY IS 
ALL IMPORTANT

RESPECT OF 
ONES ELDERS IS 

STRICTLY 
ADHERED TO 

BEING OF 
SERVICE TO 

YOUR FAMILY IS 
YOUR DUTY. 

WE HOLD VERY 
HIGH VALUES OF 
OURSELVES AND 

OUR 
COMMUNITIES. 

MUAMUA LE 
ATUA 

(GOD FIRST)



Fa’aaloalo
(Respect)

 Some examples of respect in 
the Samoan culture are

 how our young people address 
their elders. A polite way is used to 
address anyone older or anyone 
with a special role in a family or in a 
village.

 Another example of how respect is 
shown is how 
young Samoan females are told to 
cover up.



Drugs/coming back to our center



Wowicala



How Society may see us & how it 
influences us



Who we really are



Poetry



Resilience



Comments?

Questions?

Suggestions?

Ideas?


