
“Bullet Points” – Exploration & Production (“E&P) 
Waste Management  

Full Draft Oil & Gas Rules 
 
 No waste should be allowed to be shipped in from other states for any treatment, storage or 

disposal in wastewater treatment plants, landfills, pits, injection wells or any other facility. 
 

 Groundwater monitoring wells, with frequent sampling and analysis, must be required around 
all waste storage, treatment and transfer facilities.  Private well testing at a distance from the 
facility is far from adequate to protect groundwater. 

 

 Spills of wastes of less than one barrel do not have to be reported under the draft rules.  This 
could allow a gas operator an unlimited number of spills/day of less than a barrel with no 
record. No differentiation made between a barrel of highly toxic chemicals and a barrel of 
water.  The definition of a "barrel" is also not specified. 

 

 Open pits for waste storage, allowed under the draft rules, release toxic air pollutants, are 
prone to flooding, can leak to surface or groundwater, and present a hazard to wildlife.  Most of 
the industry, and many states, now require containment of waste in tanks only.  NC must also 
require tank only containment, rather than only as a “backup” requirement if waste pits fail. 

 

 When waste is transferred to a disposal facility, there needs to be documentation of all the 
waste loaded into the transport and confirmation that the same amount and type of waste was 
received by the disposal facility. Department must audit all shipping files at the Permittee’s 
office every six months to catch discrepancies. 

 

 Chemical storage and waste pits must be prohibited on steep slopes with potential for 
landslides.  

 

 The Waste Management Plan required of the permit applicant must explicitly list and describe 
all waste streams in the Permit application. The Plan must describe all waste and shipping 
containers (roll of boxes, pressure vessels, tanker trucks), describe all processes for transfers, 
inspections, decontamination and replacement of containers, and name the final disposal 
facility for these exploration and production wastes and obtain waste authorization for disposal. 

 

 The rules must require that all storage and shipping containers and trucks must be clearly 
labeled as to hazard and contents when transported off-site for recycling or disposal. The 
permittee shall maintain copies of all shipping records for 25 years. 

 

 Chemical composition of the “E & P” wastes to be recycled and/or disposed of must be fully 
characterized, with parameters expanded to include new toxicants, carcinogens or endocrine 
disruptor chemicals known to cause health damage at very low concentrations (less than 1 
ppm). 100% testing of all flowback and produced waters or other exploration and production 
wastes to be shipped off site for recycling and disposal must be required. 
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