
Chapter 3 Drinking Water Resources in the United States “Talking Points” 

3.1. Current and Future Drinking Water Resources  
 
The statement that more than 95% of households in rural areas obtain their drinking water from 
ground water aquifers  points to the vulnerability of these groundwater water users in rural areas 
where most fracking takes place. 
 
The report gives highly over-optimistic examples of how future water re-use, de-salination or other 
treatment processes will replace drinking water resources that are considered in this assessment, even 
though these may be very expensive technologies and drinking water and agricultural use would likely 
be considered a  higher priority than fracking by all but the industry itself. 
 
3.2. The Proximity of Drinking Water Resources to Hydraulic Fracturing Activity 
 
Report states that between 2000 and 2013, approximately 9.4 million people lived for some time 
within one mile of a fracked well, and 5.7 million lived within 1/2 mile.  The trend of how many wells 
were drilled in metropolitan areas between 2000 - 2008 as compared to 2008- 2012 showed a 
decrease of about one-half. If the assumption is that with more fracking in rural areas in the future, 
fewer people will be in close proximity, that is likely to be faulty.  If new plays in the east come online 
in NC and MD, as well as in some more urban areas of CA, we will see an upswing in dense populations 
being close to fracking operations. 
 
Report states that 21,900  fracking wells  were located within 1 mile of at least one public water source 
Approximately 6,800 sources of drinking water for public water systems, serving more than 8.6 million 
people year-round, were located within 1 mile of at least one hydraulically fractured well. An 
additional 3.6 million people obtain drinking water from private systems in counties with at least one 
hydraulically fractured well.    
There is some overlap in these numbers, of course, but it’s safe to assume that these figures indicate 
that potentially over 12 million people have water supplies at risk from contamination from 
hydraulic fracturing nearby. 
 
Conclusions about the current and future amount of water that could be considered "surplus" for 
other uses and available for fracking is not supported, and should be challenged. 
 
 

 


