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From the Prez…..  
 

As we end our spring and summer Hunt Test events, the summertime 

sunshine continues and we welcome Fall this week with temperatures in 

the 70’s. We have had a marvelous spring and summer providing us with 

the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors with the company of our friends 

and our dogs. A big thank you to all that were able to participate in our 

club events or support our events by volunteering your time. These 

events would not be possible without you. 
 

Many of our members or their dogs are headed to Idaho to run the 2021 

AKC Master Nationals. Congratulations to all who are attending and thank 

you all who may be supporting the event. As you may know, the 2022 

Master Nationals Invitational scheduled in the Tri Cities area of 

Washington state, provides another nearby location to showcase your 

dogs. The qualification period for Master National eligibility is August 1 

through July 31 of the following year. Good luck to all who are 

participating in this year’s event. 
 

The RHRC is looking to host its annual banquet in February 2022. The 

banquet provides an opportunity to socialize as well as recognize the 

accomplishments you and your dog have achieved in the previous year. 

Awards will be given for dogs that have titled, the member of the year, the 

president’s award as well as the board officer election results. This year 

we will have an opening as Club Treasurer and a Member at Large. If you 

are interested in serving in either of these positions submit a statement of 

interest to the board.  
 

We continue to welcome your feedback and suggestions to improve your 

hunt test experience. Visit the RHRC website at www.rainierhrc.com  for 

club information or to offer any comments or suggestions for seminars or 

other related events. 
 

Good luck with any duck or upland bird hunts you may have planned.  I 

hope this message continues to find you and your 

families well. 

Best to you and yours, 

       Betsy, RHRC President 
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First Aid Seminar A Success!!! 

 

The Canine First Aid Seminar, sponsored by Cascade Retrievers, 

with Dr. Anders Thoreson DVM of Klahaya Animal Hospital as guest 

speaker, was held on September 11 at the Green-Leich Training 

Grounds in Monroe.  The event was very well received and the 

information provided by Dr Thoreson very interesting and 

timely.  Thanks to the fabulous raffle organized by Colin Ching and the 

registration fees, $1,680 was raised and will be shared by  

RHRC, PSLRA and EGRC. 

  

We would like to acknowledge and thank these generous donors for 

their support: 

 

Gundog Supply - 2x $25Gift Cards 

Gun Dog Outdoors - First Aid Kit and Water Bottles 

Sport Dog - 3X 425X Ecollars 

Coastal Farm and Ranch - $100 Gift Card 

Fido Protection - 2x Carry Harnesses 

NW Working Dog Supply - Dog Products Bundle 

 

 



Five Ways to Prepare 

your Duck Dog for Fall 

Delta Waterfowl—Feb 2019 

Kyle Wintersteen, Managing Editor 

 

One of my favorite professional dog trainers is fond 

of the expression, “Champions are made in July.” 

Although he’s referring to field trial dogs, the 

sentiment speaks to the impact that summertime 

training and exercise can have on a retriever’s 

performance in the fall. The time to prepare is now. 

Here are five ways to ensure your 

duck dog is ready to retrieve on 

opening day. 

 

Tune Up Obedience 

The three most basic commands — 

sit, stay and come — lay the 

groundwork for all obedience to 

come. A steady dog must first learn 

to stay, a Lab has to sit to accept 

hand signals, and the “come” command is 

prerequisite to retrieving. Revisit these commands 

frequently this summer, as allowing fundamentals to 

slip will almost certainly degrade more advanced 

training. Retriever-specific basics such as steadiness 

and the “place” command should also be reviewed, 

particularly if your dog’s obedience waivered mid-

season. Command refusals won’t resolve themselves. 

 

“Winterize” Your Dog’s Coat 

Retrievers repel water, wind and icy temperatures by 

employing a double-coat and natural oils. Therefore 

it’s wise to avoid bathing your duck dog as summer 

winds down, lest you remove its protective oils. And, 

if your dog lives in the house, try to limit your use of 

artificial light starting in mid-August. Your retriever’s 

thick, winter coat grows in response to shortening 

days, not cooler temperatures. Indoor lighting can 

impede this process. 

 

Drill, Drill, Drill 

Summer is a challenging time to train, but train you 

must, at least if you want your retriever to improve 

or even simply avoid regressing. First, honestly assess 

your retriever’s progress. Is he ready to mark 

multiple falls, or has he gotten sloppy with singles? Is 

it time for full-fledged blind retrieves, or do you need 

to further iron out his casts and lining? Plan a 

consistent summer regimen, allowing the dog’s 

progression to dictate the pace of adding new drills, 

and you’ll be a happy guy in October. Keep the 

sessions short and have plenty of water available. 

 

Maintain a Healthy Weight 

If you do nothing else this 

summer, don’t commit the sin of 

allowing your duck dog to get fat. 

In addition to long-term health 

risks, an overweight retriever 

won’t fare well the next time a 

winged mallard settles mid-river. 

It’s an easy trap to fall into, but in 

the off-season, your dog’s activity 

level is likely much lower. He isn’t burning calories 

just to stay warm, so reduce his food accordingly, by 

25 or even 50 percent. Be sure to monitor the dog’s 

weight and body composition for signs you need to 

further adjust food intake. 

 

Keep Him Fit 

You can also help maintain your dog’s weight while 

achieving cardiovascular fitness through safe summer 

exercise. Water work is the preferred choice, as it 

provides a fun, efficient, full-body workout for the 

heart, lungs and muscles. It’s regarded as the safest 

form of summer exercise, too. But be careful: Dogs 

can still overheat in water, particularly shallower 

water on hot days. By tossing bumpers into a pond or 

lake for your retriever this summer, you’ll enable him 

to focus on the next volley of birds — rather than 

catching his breath — later this fall. 
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Jim, Cindy and Magic Olson, 2020 



 

 

 

RHRC -  August 14/15 

Master 

Katie Mearns – Corinne 

Bill Woll  – Faith 

Jean Fowler – Lucy 

Randy Clark – Alice 

Katie Quarles – Kitty and Karla 

Brian Hawley – Squee Dunk 

Senior 

Cindy Olson – Magic 

Christine Robertson – Keller 

 

Oregon Hunting Retriever Club – Aug. 20/22 

Master 

Brian Hawley – Lucky 

 

PSLRA – August 28/29 

Master 

Katie Mearns – Corinne 

Bill Woll – Faith 

Betsy Reali – Eva 

Chris Braswell – Tipsy 

Terrie Sato – Hobbs 

Don West – Eve 

Lee Redd - Zen 

 Senior 

Christine Robertson – Keller 
Anne West – Molly 

Cindy Olson – Magic 

Junior 

Terrie Sato – Cooper 

 

Greater Pacific NW Retriever Trial Club – 

Sept 11/12 

Master 

Chris Braswell - Tipsy 

Jean Fowler - Lucy 

Katie Mearns - Corinne 

Fred Drennan - Lyra 

Brian Hawley – Lucky 

Betsy Reali – Eva 

Lee Redd - Zen 

 

                         ***************** 

The Following Dogs Qualified for the 

2021 Master National that will be held in 

McCall, Idaho 

September 30—October 10  

Bold Indicates Dogs who have been Entered 

 
Autumn's Don't Look Down MH – Katie Quarles 

Autumn's Klondike Kate MH – Tom Quarles 

Autumn's Ruffcut Diamond At Fernhaven MH –  

  Jean Fowler 

Boogie Jean’s Happy Here and Now MH – Sue  

  Meyring 

Brassfire’s Its5oclocksomewhere MH – Chris Braswell 

Cascade Ranges High Hunts Low MH – Colin   

  Ching 

Cascade's Handle At Your Own Risk MH – Colin  

  Ching 

CH Fynder Never Cry Wolf MH SHU TKN –   

  Christine Robertson 

Ireland Farms Dutchess Of Stormy Mtn MH –   

  Kevin Medved 

Island Acres Bronco Betty MH – Susan Bell 

Justin Time Salty Margarita MH MNH – Dianne  

  Clark/Randy Clark 

Obsidian Corinna Corinna MH – Katie Mearns/Robert  

  Mearns 

Rattlin Ridge's Willin O Ranmar MH – Randy   

  Clark/Dianne Clark 

Skyriver's Mr Winston Goes The Distance MH –  

  Kevin Medved 

The Captain's Vincent Rolls Like Lightnin' MH –  

  Liz Gibson/Mark Keen 

Topgun Have A Little Faith MH – William Woll 
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Many RHRC Members have participated in August and September Hunt Tests here and in Oregon.  

Here is a list of those dogs that earned the Orange Ribbon. 
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Attendance;  Doug Gallucci, Sue Meyring, Jean 

Fowler, Liz Gibson, Jim Olson, Eric Marek, Dianne 

Clark, Bill Woll, Susan Bell 

 

President Betsy was unable to attend the meeting so 

Vice President, Doug Gallucci called the meeting to 

order at 6 PM. 

 

Minutes from the August 3rd meeting were reviewed 

and approved. 

 

Treasury Report (Sue Meyring) –   RHRC 

Account:  $14,210.98  Tri-Club Account:  $607.50. 

Fall Hunt Test: 

Winger/Holding Blind Raffle:  $1,102.20.  The raffle 

was well supported thanks to promotion by Diane 

Clark and Sue Meyring. This money will go toward 

the purchase of an Automatic External Defibrillator 

(AED).  It was recommended that we hold another 

raffle at our next HRT. 

HRT Financials.  Sue went over the income/expenses 

for the fall test.  A discussion included credit card 

fees (high), motel fees for judges, lunch and worker 

costs.  Major expenses were:  Birds ($3,713), Judges 

gifts/travel/food ($1,788) and Workers ($1,410).  It 

was noted that our profit would not have paid for 

two flyers in each stake. 

Income: $14,433.41 

Expenses:  $11,485.97 

Balance:  $2,947.44 
 

RHRC paid the entire cost of the Stake First Aid Kits 

(thank you Katie Quarles for putting them together) 

and it was recommended that the Tri-Clubs be asked 

to contribute to their cost.   

 

Other:  *Judge David McPherson purchased gas but 

donated the cost to RHRC (did not claim expense). 

     *Ask PSLRA if they will split the cost of gas for 

the thunder guns (already purchased). 

 

Hunt Test Season DeBrief: 

 Liz had a lot of difficulty recruiting volunteers to 

help at our test.  She continues to need help and 

recommendations on who to ask.  This will be 

especially important in the spring of 2022. 

 There was a discussion regarding complaints 

made by workers regarding their treatment during 

the test.  The concerns will be addressed by Betsy 

Reali and Bill Wohl.   

 Jean requests a list of people who might have test 

dogs as there was a complaint that the senior test 

dog was overqualified to run as a test dog (had a MH 

although run by a novice handler) 

 

Committee Feedback: 

*Event Chair/Liz Gibson – Overall a successful Hunt 

Test. 

*Gun Captain & Ammo/Bill Woll – We have 3/5 case 

of 12 gage and 2 cases 200 gage ammo.  Fred 

Drennan will be thanked in the next newsletter for 

his donation of a case of 12 gage #7 steel.  We 

currently have sufficient ammo for our spring test but 

will need to purchase additional ammo for our fall 

test.  We use about 3 cases of ammo/test.  

Discussion was tabled to our next meeting.  #7 steel 

shot continues to be difficult to find. 

*Chief Marshall/Jean:  There is a recommendation to 

purchase additional radios (TriClub item?). 

*Test Logistics: 

 ✓Worker Contact List:  Need continual 
updating. 

 ✓Dumpster, Honey Buckets:  No dumpster was 

available for either RHRC or PSLRA tests.  We need 

to plan something different for 2022.  Perhaps 

connect with Will Hart to see what his suggestions 

might be.  Liz Gibson will contact Will. 

 ✓Porta-potties: Additional station is needed in 

the back of the property.  Hunt test participants may 

not use Hart’s outbuilding restroom.  Ask Will if he 

can lock his bathrooms. 

   

RHRC Board Meeting Minutes September 7, 2021 

Zoom Meeting@6—7 PM 



 ✓Lunches:  KUDOS to Sue & Jan! A big thank 

you to Randy Clark for the Judges Pizza dinner. 

There was a complaint that lunches were delivered 

too early and could not be kept cool.  Do we need  

coolers for the lunches? 

 ✓Fund Raising Raffle – Dianne & Sue – Gunners 

Up Winger and Holding Blind raffle items.  

Raffle tickets were sold at $10.00 each - net proceeds 

were:  $1,102.20.  Next steps – AED Purchase – 

Should the Tri Club share in the purchase of the 

AED? 

 ✓Photo orders: No report at this time.  Gary 

Abbott (Nomad Retrievers) took the photos.  His 

website has information on how to access the photos 

he took at the fall test as well as the cost of 

purchasing the photos. 

 ✓Birds:  We do not know the price of the birds 

in 2022.  Rumor is that Wendy will be retiring from 

the bird business in the coming year.  We can get 

birds from Bob Hunt in Montana.  We will defer this 

discussion to the December meeting. 

 

New Business: 

 ✓Sunshine Committee:  Dianne will send a 

sympathy card to Dixie Humble for her loss of Miley. 

 ✓Posting 2022 Hunt Test Dates on Entry 

Express:  Susan Bell will get appropriate information 

to Dianne who will contact AKC to set the dates and 

post them on Entry Express. 

 ✓Welcome New Member Eric Anderson:  Eric’s 
membership was voted on and accepted.  M/S/P to 

welcome Eric into RHRC. 

 ✓Farewell to Member at Large and Gun Captain 

Eric Marek:  Eric and his family are moving to 

Western Massachusetts in early November.  He will 

be greatly missed. 

 ✓Open RHRC Board Positions for 2022:  The 

position of Treasurer will need to be filled.  Also, 

since Eric is moving there will be an additional board 

opening.  Dean Olson’s name was suggested.  

 ✓AKC Club Contact information needs to be 

updated.  After board changes, it is important to also 

notify the bank about officer changes. 

 ✓Annual Banquet:  Liz Skillingstad will inquire 

about the prices at the Tacoma Yacht Club to 

accommodate the members who live in the southern 

part of the county. 

 

Topics for Tri-Club Discussion: 

 ✓Joint financial support of Stake First Aid Kits 

purchased by RHRC but used by all clubs 

 ✓Reimbursement of Gas for Thunder guns 

(already purchased) 

 ✓Possible joint ammo purchase 

 ✓Other Topics: 

  Pay Scale for Workers:  Flat rate/day?  

Hourly? 

  Purchase of additional radios 

  Purchase additional pop-up tents 

  Purchase thunder guns 

  Disposal of PVC pipe and rebar in trailer 

 

Old Business: 

 ✓2022 Annual Master National Ballot- Club 

votes submitted to Patty Polish: Julie Cairns, Laura 

Judd, Kit McClurg, Linda Johnson, Terrie Sato. 

 ✓Cascade Retrievers Canine First Aid Seminar:  

September 11, Green-Leitch grounds, Monroe 

 ✓Judge selections for 2022:  Send out request in 

newsletter for members to nominate judges. 

 

Additional Business: 
 ✓Congratulations to Susan Bell for being 

selected to Judge the 7th flight of the 2021 Master 

Nationals in Valley County, Idaho.   

 ✓Good luck to all running the 2021 Master 

National Event in Idaho.  

 

Thank you to all for another Hunt Test season on the 

books! 

 

Submitted by Jean Fowler, RHRC Secretary 
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RHRC Meeting Minutes September 7, 2021—continued 
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RHRC Board Meeting Minutes August 3, 2021 

Zoom Meeting@6—7 PM 

Attendance:  Betsy Reali, Doug Gallucci, Liz Gibson, 

Susan Bell, Jim Olson, Cat Martini-Rashid, Dianne 

Clark, Bill Woll.  Jean Fowler, Sue Meyring and Eric 

Marek were absent. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Betsy 

Reali 

Minutes:  July 6 minutes were approved:  M (Woll)/S 

(Gallucci)/Passed  

Treasury Report – Sue M: See minutes for details in 

last mtgs notes sent out by Jean. 

 

Open issues 

Fall Hunt Test 

   a.) Liz Gibson showed us her helper spreadsheet 

that she will have done shortly and out to all of us.  

   b). Sue Meyring is doing lunches 

   c). Liz S. has confirmed the Porta Potties 

   d). Liz G will be calling Waste Management re the 

dumpster 

   e). Dianne Clark is arranging the judges dinner. It 

will be Red Pepper Pizza from Duvall.    

Jean is baking brownies for dessert. 

   f). Stake chairs are still in flux. Fred Drennen will 

chair Master A and Brian Hawley will be  

doing Master B. Doug Gallucci for Senior and Junior 

may be Danielle Winship. Jim Olson to help set up 

Junior.  Liz should have her spread sheet completed 

shortly. We are getting worker names from Colin 

Ching (2), Kim St Louis, Wyatt, Tim Higgins, Emma 
and Megan, Dave Illias and perhaps Lillians husband 

etc. Andy Fonteneau could not provide any workers 

this time.  

   g). Set up on Friday – we need to have Liz Gibson, 

Bill Woll, Doug Gallucci, Jim Olson, Randy  

Clark and Sue Meyring.   Brian Hawley and Tim 

Higgins will be there as well. Dave Ilias  

could be there too.  

   h). Judges – per Dianne, are set. The only one that 

needs a Motel is John Gammon.  He will  

be staying at the Evergreen Inn and Suites in Monroe. 

The cost is $355.52 for 2 nights 

   i).  Worker pay discussion. Kids that work a Pop 

and Throw or plant blinds all day will 

receive $150 per day. Kids that just hang birds will be 

payed $10 per hour. There was a  

discussion of why pay kids to hang birds as adults 

should be able to do this for free. Susan pointed out 

that there have been issues with certain adults. There 

was a voice vote confirming no pay for hanging birds.  

Cat volunteered to hang birds.   

   j). Tim Higgins will be available on Friday with his 

ATV to help with equipment.  He will be  

able to camp for free. 

   k). Dave Illias has offered to gun or help with 

equipment.  HE will be able to camp for free. 

   l). Chief Marshall – Jean – who was not able to 

attend. Jean will send her list to Liz G as soon  

as it is completed.   

m). Gun Captain & Ammo – Bill Woll reported that it 

looks like we have enough shooters  

and Jim has the ammo. Bill will contact Doug Shade re 

the gas operated guns. 

   n). Judges Gifts – First Aid kit for people, one for 

Dogs and a Dog First Aid book. Dianne is  

assembling these items 

   o). Fund Raising and/or Raffle Items Ideas – Dianne 

Clark – the winger and case are  
purchased. Raffle tickets $10.00 each –  Buy 5 get 6, 

buy 100 get 12.  Pls confirm.  

   p). Birds – Liz Gibson to confirm with Wendy and 

work out the number that will be on the  

grounds. 

  

New Business 

2021 Annual Master National Ballot- Club votes need 

to be in by September 15, 2021 – We have to vote 



Page 8 RHRC News Volume 18,  Is sue 6 

on 2 people for positions.  They are running unopposed. We also have to vote on a measure that sounds like 

it may change how judges are selected. Susan Bell will get the details out to the board so we can make a 

considered decision.  

 

Old Business 

   ✓September 11 2021  Canine First Aid Seminar.  RHRC will join with Cascade Retriever Club, EGRC and 

PSLRA to sponsore this Seminar.  It will be held on Green-Leitch Training Ground Tickets are for sale at 

www.Cascade Retrievers.com  Proceeds will be donated to EGRC, PSLRA and RHRC. 

   ✓AED Purchase – Did not discuss.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:14 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, Susan Bell  

RHRC August 3rd Board Meeting Minutes—continued 

NOMAD WORKS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Photos are a great way to memorialize the 

good times you and your dog enjoyed together at an event.  
 Gary Abbott was the official photographer at the RHRC August Hunt Test.  The photos he 

took are available for purchase.   Gary is generously donating 50% of the proceeds to RHRC.  For 

$30, you will receive all images (30—40) and rights of your pictures, including one edit of his 

choice. Additional editing is available for $10 for three additional photos of your choice.  Gary 

can be reached by phone at 360-977-3237, or on Facebook “Gary Abbott (Nomad)“.  Gary is 

currently accepting payments through Venmo and PayPal.  Gary can also be found on the Web:  

https://nomadicretrievers.com/ 

https://nomadicretrievers.com/


 

A Ray of Sunshine In Times of 

Need 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a 

community of support and love for anyone who 

is ill, who may have lost a beloved relative, pet, 

or is in need in any other way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or someone 

you know, could use a helping hand, phone call 

or other support.  You can reach Dianne at: 360-

568-3368 (home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 

Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged companions to canine cancer and many 

are currently fighting this disease.  

 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with The National Canine Cancer 

Foundation (NCCF).  ChaseAway is a designated fund within the NCCF, a 

nationwide, contribution funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated 

to eliminating Cancer as a major health issue in dogs by funding grants directly 

to Cancer researchers who are working to save lives, find cures, better 

treatments and accurate, cost effective diagnostic methods in dealing with 

canine Cancer.  

To date we have raised $1,312,853.33   

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To: Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 

PO Box 65456, Port Ludlow, WA  98365 

     You will receive a tax deductible donation card as your receipt. 
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September 10th was National Stand Up To Cancer Day.  Do A Pup 

Check to Chase Away K9 Cancer.  Early detection may affect 

prognosis and treatment!   



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 
 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 
dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 
to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 
interests of the breeds by 
encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 
 C—To conduct licensed hunting 
retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 
associations or clubs that may 
sponsor these tests. 

 
Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email: fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter  

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

“Waiting for Sunrise” 
****************** 

 
A fond “Goodbye”  from The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club to Eric 

and Tamara Marek as they move to Massachusetts. 
You will be greatly missed. 

 
“May Joy and Peace surround you, contentment latch your door, and 

happiness be with you now and bless you evermore!” 
       ~~ Irish Blessing 


