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March 2019 

From the Prez…..  

 

 I hope that everyone who made it to the Banquet had a great time.  I 

would like to thank the banquet committee for doing a fine job making it a 

big success. 

 

 I would like to thank all of the board members that are returning for 

another year and to welcome to the new at-large board members, Misalyn 

Armstrong, Cat Martini-Rashid and Eric Marek. 

 

 2019 looks to be a busy year. Starting with the AKC Judges and 

Handlers seminar on March 24 at the Cascade Shooting Facilities 

Clubhouse in Ravensdale. This is a chance for both the judges and handlers 

to pick up some tips. 

 

 Our spring hunt test will be the second weekend May starting on 

Friday with a 3 day 90 dog master, a double junior and a single senior 

stake.  Setup begins on Thursday with the master stake starting on Friday. 

 

 To make these tests to work and to keep the costs down we will 

need to have club members step forward and volunteer.  We will need 

live gunners for all stakes along with marshals and pop and throw workers. 

  

 I would like the thank Doug for all the time and effort that he put in 

for the last two years as President of RHRC.  I would also like to than Jean 

Fowler for her work as Secretary of RHRC and her continuing effort as 

publisher of the RHRC newsletters.  In addition a big thanks to Diane 

Clark for all of her work as a member at large and chairing the nominating 

committee for this years slate of officers. 

  
 Jim 

Jim Olson, RHRC President 
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Congratulations to our 2019 Officers and Board Members—

Thank you for your willingness to serve.  

 

  Officers 
   President:  Jim Olson 

    Vice President:  Liz Gibson 

     Secretary:  Susan Bell 
      Treasurer:  Sue Meyring 

  Members at Large 
   Misalyn Armstrong 

    Doug Gallucci 

     Cat Martini-Rashid 
      Eric Marek 

       Betsy Reali 

RHRC 2019 Awards Banquet—Great Fun for All 

Member of the Year 
Cindy Olson 

President’s Award 
Liz Gibson 
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 On a rainy afternoon at the end of January, 

Susan Bell and I met with Will Hart, the new owner 

of Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds (formerly 

known as “Peppers”).  “Why don’t we go down to 

the barn to talk?” Will suggested.  We parked our 

vehicles and Will opened the barn, a hallmark 

structure on the property.  He proudly told us that 

he had just finished getting the wiring finished and 

now there are lights inside.  I noticed a huge piece of 

equipment just at the time Will proudly pointed to a 

huge yellow tractor.  “This baby will really help us 

out!  It has a big boom mower that will take care of 

the black berries in short order.  My dad can hardly 

wait to get out in the fields.  It will cut our mowing 

time significantly.”  I snapped a couple of pictures 

with my cell phone. 

 

 We began to chat about Will’s history in the 

valley.  He and his family moved to Lake Marcel 

(Stillwater) in 1995.  Will was 14 years old and has 

lived in the area since that time.  He and his wife, 

Colleen, now live close to the Retriever Grounds.  

He is a carpenter and entrepreneur, owning and 

managing storage units in Cle Elum.  Will and his Dad 

will be working together to keep the Retriever 

Grounds operational. 

 Will is passionate about the wildlife, both plant 

and animal, living on the Grounds.  He plans some 

targeted pruning and fertilizing of the apple trees, 

replacing and rebuilding bird boxes, keeping the 

goose nests habitable and finding non-lethal ways of 

controlling the beavers.  Have you ever heard of 

“beaver deceivers”?  They are hollow pipes installed 

through the beaver dams below the water level that 

work to drain the water out of the ponds without 

the sound of trickling water that alerts the beavers to 

a “leak in the dike”.   Pretty clever.  While we were 

talking, we watched an Eagle fly over the ponds – 

taking off with dinner.  Will stopped talking just to 

admire the Eagle. 

 

 Will is anxious to work with the retriever 

community to provide grounds that meet our needs.  

He asks that we comply with some simple requests.   

**Always pay when entering the property 

(not when leaving). 

**Always use the envelopes he has provided.  

He is keeping a spread sheet of trainers, 

days people train, how many dogs, etc.  In 

addition, the envelopes are his assurance 

that people understand the liability. 

**Honor the requests to not drive past the 

orange cones/barrel during the winter.  

The roads have really gotten beat up due 

to wet/soft ground and people driving on 

them.  He doesn’t want folks to get stuck. 

**Always take your dead birds home with you 

and pick up your equipment (including 

removing blind markers). 

      Continued on Page 4 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds (AKA “Peppers”) 

New Owner—Will Hart 



Page 4  RHRC News Volume 16 , I ssue 2 

 For the Retriever Grounds to operate smoothly it is imperative that we police ourselves, be good 

stewards of the property and follow any simple requests that Will posts. 

 

 Will has developed a website so that we can 

communicate with each other.  He is anxious to know 

what you think about how the grounds are being cared 

for, if there are problems he can fix and if you have 

suggestions for improvement.  I found Will to be a most 

interesting and enthusiastic gentleman who can be an 

active advocate for our sport.  In these times of shrinking 

areas available for dog training and testing, we owe it to 

Will and ourselves to make this a positive relationship.   

 

Email:  snovalleyretrievergrounds@gmail.com 

Webpage:  snoqualmievalleyretrievergrounds.com 

Facebook:  Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds 

               Jean Fowler, RHRC Newsletter Editor 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds (AKA “Peppers”) - Continued from Pg 3 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds in the Fall 

Bill Hillman Training Seminar??? 
 

 Bill Hillmann may be coming to our area.  Bill is from 

Caldwell, Texas and well known in the Retriever 

Training field.  He is hoping to be here in late June or 

early July.  Cost for Bill’s seminar is #300 individual or 

couple.  He will be demonstrating his training philosophy 

and using handlers with their dogs to show his 

progression.   

 If you are at all interested in attending a Bill 

Hillmann Seminar, please contact Doug Burt 

<mrdougburt@gmail.com> to get on his list of interested 

parties.  To learn more about Bill Hillman and his 

training methods go to https://billhillmann.net or Bill’s 

Facebook page.  Both locations have dog training 

videos.  You may be pleasantly surprised.  More 

information will be coming in the future. 

mailto:snovalleyretrievergrounds@gmail.com


Spring Hunt Test 

May 11-12, 2019 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds (formerly Peppers) 

 

We need volunteers.  Please contact Betsy Reali, Test Chair 

if you will help.  Betsy— <bnb_reali@msn.com> 
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Meet Board Member Eric Malek 

 I was recently asked to participate as a Board 

Member for the Rainier Hunting 

Retriever Club, an endeavor that 

I am very enthusiastic about as 

hunting dogs have become a very 

important part of my life.  I grew 

up in a small rural town on 

Western Massachusetts and spent 

much of my childhood outdoors 

playing with the family dog, 

fishing, running, and exploring. I 

was always interested in hunting 

and, of course, wanted to hunt 

with a dog. 

 

 After traveling through 

many states after college and 

finally settling down in New York 

City; I finally had the means to 

purchase my first retriever, a 

goofy and gangly chocolate lab 

that had a big scar on his head.  

Hudson was with us for 15 years 

and was the first retriever I 

trained using books and magazine 

articles (that may explain why his 

only title was Junior Hunter).   

We trained in a couple of neighborhood parks and hotel 

lawns, as training grounds were not readily available in 

NYC.  Hudson and the duck hunting we did together set 

the Labrador retriever love in me. 

 

 Four years later, when my wife and I moved to 

Fairbanks, Alaska, we brought 

home our second lab, a yellow 

named Patrick.  It was then that 

my boss, at the time, introduced 

us to AKC and HRC hunt tests.  

We participated in both AKC and 

HRC for eight years in Alaska.  

We relocated to Seattle over 4 

years ago and knew immediately 

to look up the local retriever 

clubs. It was then when we added 

Wally (a black lab from Port 

Angeles) to our pack and, after 

losing Hudson and Patrick, 

Murphy (a chocolate from 

Naches, WA). 

 

 We have been running HRC 

and AKC test throughout the 

Pacific Northwest since 2015 and 

plan to continue for as long as we 

are able.   I’d like to think that my 

skills as a handler and trainer 

have improved since I trained 

Hudson, but every day Wally and 

Murphy teach me something new 

and remind me that there will always be something to 

improve on. I look forward to this hunt test season with 

the Rainier HRC and Cascade HRC, which I also belong 

to. 

 

Submitted by, Eric Marek 



 

A Ray of Sunshine 

In Times of Need 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a 

community of support and love for anyone 

who is ill, who may have lost a beloved 

relative, pet, or is in need in any other 

way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or 

someone you know, could use a helping 

hand, phone call or other support.  You 

can reach Dianne at:  360-568-3368 

(home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 
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It’s a 10!!! 

 

Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged 

companions to canine cancer and many are 

currently fighting this disease.  
 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with 

The National Canine Cancer Foundation 

(NCCF).  ChaseAway is a designated fund within the NCCF, a 

nationwide, contribution funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation 

dedicated to eliminating Cancer as a major health issue in dogs by 

funding grants directly to Cancer researchers who are working to save 

lives, find cures, better treatments and accurate, cost effective 

diagnostic methods in dealing with canine Cancer.  

To date we have raised $1,224,727.89   

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at 

www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To : Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 56425 

Woods Court Warren, Oregon 97053 

 

Cherry Valley is OPEN! 

 There are now 110 Acres available 

for dog training.  Additional acreage 

may be opened after approval of the 

dog training plan by the Region 4 

Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife and the WAAC.  The planting 

plan has not yet been finalized but 

should take into consideration the 

needs for dog training and events.  

Special thanks to Cindy Olson and 

other advocates for Cherry Valley Dog 

Training. 

 The training area goes from the blue line west to Hwy 203.  It includes the blue, yellow 

and green areas along with the area between the yellow and green areas. 
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RHRC  Board Meeting Minutes 

March 5, 2019 
I Call to Order    Jim 

The meeting was called to order at 6:45PM 

Attendees were Jim Olson, Liz Gibson, Sue Meyring, Susan 

Bell.  Joined by Doug Gallucci, Betsy Reali and Eric Marek 
via phone. 

 

II Opening remarks    Jim 

 A. Introduction of new board members Jim 
Jim welcomed the three new board members, Missalyn 

Armstrong, Eric Marek and Cat Martini-Rashid. We also 

had to vote on 4 new members to the RHRC. They were: 

Joanna Shore and her husband plus Russ and Mary 

Hallowell. 
 B. Additions or changes to the agenda Jim 

 

III Approval of prior meeting minutes by a 

unanimous Yea vote. 
 

IV Reports 

 A. Treasurer's report   Sue 

Susan reported that she tried Quick books but decided it 

was too expensive and has settled on Quicken for our 
accounting needs. She emailed the latest accounting out to 

all members prior to the meeting. 

Also did the transfer of $13.34 from the Rainier account 

to the Tri Club account. It now has $487.80. 

 B. Secretary's report   Susan 
This is my first meeting as Sec. so you will see regular 

reports from me. I hope I can fill Jean Fowler’s shoes. 

 

VI Old Business 
 A. Judges Seminar   Doug 

A check was sent to Pat Connolly of the AKC for this. We 

will need to alert her on the final number of attendees. 

     Supplies – Joe requested that we have a couple of 

easels. Liz will borrow one and a pad from her work. We 
will need to bring markers from the trailer (Dianne). 

     Lunch – Susan will be the lunch lady. Our tentative 

menu (done in email after the mtg) will be Fried chicken, 

rolls, salad and she will make cookies.  
     On the day of the meeting we were still a little short 

on attendees but now are OK.  

 B. May Hunt Test   Betsy/Susan  

We discussed the merits of adding an additional Junior test 

to be run on Sunday. I will work with the AKL to make 
this happen.  Also, I need to order Duck bands for Senior 

and ribbons for all stakes. I asked if we could standardize 

on one streamer length and the vote was affirmative. Plus, 

I need to order additional waterproof paper for the judges.  

I will talk to Will Hart re the Porti potties (is he handling 

these or are we still doing it just for our event.  
Betsy brought up workers for setup Thursday and Friday. 

Susan. Betsy, Sue, Jim Jean Eric and Doug for Thursday. I 

am fuzzy on Friday – Pls advise.  

 a May HT Budget  Sue 
Sue is going to model the budget after what Cindy Olson 

uses for PSLRA 

 C. Cherry Valley update  Jim 

Jim – Cherry Valley is open. We need to use it. Please 

remember that you need to have either a Discovery Pass 
or a WDWF Access pass. 

 D. Website status   Doug/Sue 

          i. We have paid the annual fee for the Domain 

name (rainierhrc.com). We need to pay the service fee in 
the fall. They are migrating new servers with up graded 

security. They are offering it for $267 for 5 years vs our 

current rate of $120 per year. We could contact them and 

make the change. A motion was brought forward to this, it 

was seconded and passed unanimously.  
         ii. Lots of updates to the webpage. Jean ROCKS!. 

She did some structure changes and Doug submitted a 

request to Google to re-map the site so that the sub-pages 

show up correctly when you search. Google finds the 

homepage just fine but lists the old sub pages. 
 

VII New Business 

 A. June 10 Series 

Proposing June 22 & 23 (if necessary) and are thinking of 
doing it at Cherry Valley 

 B. August Hunt Test 

I (Susan) need to check with Dianne about switching out 

on the job of Hunt Test Sec.  

Doug has volunteered to set up a kill tank to euthanize 
additional birds if needed or to borrow Jerry’s. 

The needed HT SEC (paper, ribbons and duck bands) 

were approved. Susn will take care of.  

 
VIII Next Meeting   April 2nd 

 

IX Adjournment at about 8:15 

     Post meeting – Susan needs to supply the AKC with 

our new BOD. Jean took care of. 
 

Submitted by Susan Bell, RHRC Secretary 



Page 8  RHRC News Volume 16 , I ssue 2 

AKC Judge and Handler Seminar Report 

 On Sunday, March 

24, 23 avid handlers/

judges attended the 

RHRC AKC Judge and 

Handler Seminar held 

at the Cascade 

Shooting Facilities 

Clubhouse in 

Ravensdale.  Attendees 

came from a variety of 

clubs and with a 

variety of judging/

handling experience. 

 

 AKC hopes to bring some standardization to 

hunt test judging by offering these seminars.  

Currently there is a wide disparity between scoring – 

some judges passing nearly all dogs who enter a hunt 

test and other judges failing a huge portion of the 

entry.  This is true at all levels. 

 

 Presenters Joe Reinhardt and Kevin Bunnell 

(Contracted by AKC to do these seminars) spent 

over 8 hours teaching AKC rules, hunt test judging 

standards and HRT scoring guidelines. 

 

 Some individuals attending plan to become AKC 

Hunt Test judges, others came to learn how their 

dogs are judged, and, still others, came to brush up 

on the recent changes to AKC rules and Hunt 

Testing. 

 

 Part of the day was spent reviewing the 4 

categories of evaluating hunt test dogs from Junior to 

Master.  What is Marking at all levels?  What is 

considered Style and Perseverance on marks and 

blinds?  What aspects does the category of 

“Trainability” cover on both marks and blinds? 

 

 One tidbit I will share is the presenters’ 

understanding of the purpose of the test dog.  This 

dog is used to show the judges if the mechanics of 

the test work or not and still give time to make 

adjustments to the set up before the beginning of the 

test that is advertised to begin at 8 AM or 8:30 AM.   

 

 The test dog is not really there to show 

contestants how the test works.  They recommended 

that the test dog be run about 15 minutes before the 

start of the test.   This means that if contestants want 

to see the test – they should be at the line early.  

While I do not know if this will happen at the next 

RHRC test – just be advised. 

 As a result of this seminar, RHRC is considering 

an “Ask the Judge” column in our newsletter.  Please 

send comments on this proposal to Doug Gallucci - 

<dlgallucci@comcast.net> 

 

Joe Kevin 

Check out the RHRC website.  It has been updated.  You will find past newsletter issues as well as 

minutes of previous board meetings and information on upcoming events.  If you have a photo you would 

be willing to have on our website, please send to Jean — fernhaven@comcast.net 

www.rainierhrc.com 



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 

 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 

dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 

to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 

interests of the breeds by 

encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 

 C—To conduct licensed hunting 

retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 

associations or clubs that may 

sponsor these tests. 

 

Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email:fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter 

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

 “Home” by Cheryl Murphy, UK. “Man’s Best Friend” 

3rd prize winner AKC Photo Contest 

2018 Dog Photographer of the Year. 


